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Indian Affairs 

School Files 

(RG 10, Volume 6380) 

768-23, part 1 Wabasca Roman Catholic Residential 

School - Death of Pupils. 1944. 
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Library and Archives Canada / Bibliotheque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.ge.ca



DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

Hilda Bigstone 
, Pupil No, O182 

of the Wapas of Indian Residential School at Desmarais 

who died at Desmarais 
(place) on 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s 

death. 

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 

if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request 4 responsible local resident to act for him. 

A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay & reasonable fee for 

this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 

the Department through the Indian Agent’s office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 

an inquest, which may be required by law 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Form No. 414. 
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A/STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? 26 . Maret LIYE 

At what time of day? 6 -ea:-3 

. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? Aa Dhe Melon 

. What means were taken to afford relief? WA” tag oo au 

What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? — 

6. When was the doctor called? Mur QoeLor acne shia, Kervabidg 

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? <nthinnsialedeins Ato Ae te A aledadec. PY Kerapalap 

8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? _—tnnetaed ’ ot 

9. Add any thes useful information here. 

Principal. 

y nt. Bef On Penl 

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s 
illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum. 

Indian Affairs, 
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

I attended page Mhdla, 263 — Me prarlenn 2 loa agp, 

The immediate cause of death was.., Ade te ct ae ( 

The contributory cause of death was Aommarngea 

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

} ¢ : : ~ 
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? Lt 

Did they follow out your professional instructions? Gta 

/ 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 

Lvkichiwf Opabi uP). 

Indian Affairs, 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT: 

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of 

have been recorded? If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 

which strike you as essential. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6380, file 768-23, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CAWADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.ge.ca



=]
 

E
S
 
A
N
D
 
R
E
S
O
U
R
 

1 
Dc
ho
ol
 

e
s
 ta
 

de
n 

) 

co
e   

Wa
ba
se
aX
. 

@.
 

Mec
 

Z 

= 

fi 
O 

Itndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6380, file 768-23, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CAWADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliotheque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca



FILE No, (68-23 
      

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES 
i INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH 

| WABASCA R.C. RES. SCHOOL 131-§-23 
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