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have to acknowieaye 

loth Oct@ber@ilast ,asking 

® FP Hardiman ,%sq, 
, Prineipal, 

Norway House Boardin school, 

Norway House, 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6268, file 581-5, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA  



Shipaed in apparent good ordep-6r condition neted, by 

board the wood Steamboat called the ‘ betes : and Barges, Capt 

the following articlgs, marked and/nugtbered as helow, which are to be delivergd'tp like good order, ( 

Briers, CoLLISIOy AND ALL OTHE KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OBSTRUCTIONS TO ANDAYANG ERS OF LAKE OR 

ED) consigned tad. df... Cie FOF et Ors A eee Abs. ONCE: pte ONE 

he ov they paying Freight and Charges specified, with the privilege of Lighting, fowing, and Re-shipping and 

risk and expense, in case of low water on ice, 

In accepting this Bill of Lading, the shipper or other agent of the owner of the property mentioned below, espet 

nd agrees to all exceptions of the same, and the conditions and stipulations of the Company. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Master or Clerk of the said boat has affirmed to three Bilis of Lading, all of this te 

te, one of which being accomplished, the others to stand void. 

TRIP No. B. L. No. lL 

sitet FREIGHT bei 
{K = i ‘ i= 

ARTICLES 
3 Te 

MAKKS AND NUMBER : Rate Amount CHARGES Total 

Received above mentioned articles in 

mood order and condition for Consignes. 
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IN ACCOUNT WIiTE 

THE DOMINION FISH COMPANY, Limited, or. 
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THE Dominion FisH COMPANY, Limitep, 

& GENERAL OFFICES, 

ELKIRK, « MAN. 

— \ 

240725 
Dept. of Indian affairs 

ne bundle store 

yOrway HOUSGS, J 

who nas certified to 

28L138r WwW 
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216838 

Office of the indian Commissioner, 

Winnipeg........ AUG. 8-190 

Classification No. A 

Morrimag Mh essdite., Agency: 

a Lo hoot, 

SIR :— 

I have the honour to enclose herewith Voucherg 

OY kde tei . ngs a fd 

t KEYS aA Nof. es , amounting to § Sf: 

‘GO i uy 7 

4 
for LULA ‘— ee a oe 

I have the honour to be, 

ei y, 

Sir, 

| 

j 
4 Your obedient servant, 

: 
—~ AS 

Indian Commissioner. 

The Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs. 

Ottawa. 
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AGENCY + 

West Selkirk, Man.,.. Abd. Ge. G.... 

Meter dodo ae 

pezzi f Milaend™™ 
Pay ROBINSON & CO., 
MANUFACTURERS OF AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

«¢ LUMBER, LATH, SHINGLES, SASH, DOORS, ETC, 

LE el. 

Frey 
Fight per cent, charged on overc nunits Claims for Shortage must be made on receipt of Lumber, 

Zé 
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NCY /é 5 ) 6&2 QIAN 

* mer: " A a 

Yuiinn Agent's Office § ¥ 
\e\ mi 2 { {4} 

567 Mc Dermot Avenue—W%i Me Jf 

eed 

December 27 th 1901 

22247 er) 

In your reply refer 

No. ....468 
Ref. : Your Letter 

also to date of this letter. 

Sir, 

I beg tp present herewith Voucher 78 of this Agency 

in faver of Robinson and Company West Selkirk Manitoba amounting to 

$578.20 five hundred and seventy eight dollars and twenty cents . 

Authority for this purchase is duly given on the face of the Voucher 

and the expenditure was made in connection wit} the enlargement of th 

Norway House Boarding School 

Inasmuch as the Robinson and Company and the North West Navigavion 

Company are practically the same the voucher has been made one and is 

accompanied with certified attachments. 

the honor to be 

Your Obedient Servant 

grtn 3 

The Secretary V , a 
\ SUNT, ANn> 

Department of Indian Affairs DECSO 190) . 

dy. ye 
\w Sano’, We alors “Ai ad 

rh ¢ 
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Ottawa Wh January, 10028. 

sir, 

With reference to the Vouchers which acco panied 

your letter of the 27th witine, No 168 , I beg to say 

that as they are made out respectively in favour of We 

Robinson , West Selkirk ,the North West Navigation Ce » 

Winnipeg and Messrs Robinson & Co gWest Selkigk 4 tue 

have bln 

ole quee in payment of the same weal, Tosuefaecor ingly in~ 

atead of in favour of Messrs Robinson & CO « 

Your obedient servante 

Secretary e 

Revd John Semmens, 

Indian Agent, 

Gare Indian Comrieaioner's orfrice, 

Winnipeg ,»Mane 
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Department of Indian Affairs, 

® ‘ ,o OTTAWA, 13th February ,1902 

i> $ 4, 

ts 

ACCOUNTANT: - 

Please see letter 

funds to the extent of at least $150.00 for the ex- 

La} BA | f f\ “ ’ 

\ Qu j r , penditure in question ? 
\ 

| Ay : } 
\ | 
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OTTAWA, 19th February, 1902 

Rev.Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the ist ulte. 

I beg to say that a supply of kindergarten material 

will be ordered for your achool. 

The Department cannot,however,comply with 

your request to furnish Indian clubs and dumb bells 

for the physical developement of the pupils. 

Your obedient servant, 

1D. MOLEAN 

Seoret ary 

Rev.B.¥.Hardiman, 

Principal, 

Indian Bearding schoel 

Norway House , 

Men. 
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Office of the Indian Commissioner, 

Gun Winnipeg... MIG 2.41904 

nitiont Ae 

Norway House Agency... Agency 

pw carson asus
 

pier, Thang 
oe Kbaging 

7 
ve the honour to be, 

pee ae gue 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Indian Commissioner. 

The Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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188, 918----5 

P18 Sg 

OTTAWA, Sentember 21.0t---1904 

Sir: 

The enclosed account is returne @ 19 there 

appears to be two errors in it, 

Refre accounts are forwarded from your 

office, it would be well to have them bear the initials 

of the clerk whose duty it is to examine them, 

Your obedient servant, 

aw. wei} 

Secretary, 

Hon, David Laird, 

Indian Commissioner, 

WINNIPEG, Man, 
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e 265286 
West Selkirk, Man., 

, ina Moar ai nd. School, ) 263 739 

Norway House Agency. 
Fouto..... Norway. House, 
Can Bo, Bought of / 
Terms eomeecetene | Viclinsen Yo 

J 

MANUFACTURERS OF AND WHOLESALE DEALERS 9N 

LUMBER, LATH, SHINGLES, SASH, DOORS, ETC. 
PO 2 —_— Right por cent. charged on overdue accounts Claims for Shortage must be made on receipt of Lumber. 
  

« 3 B. Flour in 1/4 Sks 

Bacon 

Tea 

Flooring 

Roards (#h@662Ag) 
" 

Siding 

Flooring 

Pes 24x14 ‘ a5. 

* 18 a6 ad. 

24 5 27. 

Re] ¢ 25. 

2*1020 3d 27 

Pxds No. 1 Ced. Shindles 27+ 4,50 
Brick 45. 

ft. Boards M15. 25. 

" Ceiling 30. 

Windows 10*12«12 1.75 

3 Storm Windows 1.85 

Pes 2x4x12 Spe 400 

" — 2*10«1d 1888, 1733 | 26. 

Doors Sx7e1 B/4 4.10 12 

° 2°10" x 310" x 1 3/8 3.90 11 = of 

° 3'2"6'7" 1 3/8 5. 50 27 ty 

" 3° 2"«S'7"%*1 3/4 7,99 «adil (pe 
Hatertal Suppttet, vt i 
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@lfice of the EGF ~ ° 

265086 
Indian Gonimissioner 

for Manitoba and the Morthwest Territories, 

& ty fo 
2, 

gen Ph Ae Hcreruefeeg, 26 Sept.L 

and date of this teller and 

addveos 
rr 

Hon, David Laird, osu 
FPnudian Commissioner, 

Winnipeg, Man. 

@ 

Sir, 

Referring to your letter of the 2Ist- instant, 

I beg to re-enclose herewith voucher No. 788 in favour 

of Messrs. Robinson & Co., for material supplied the 

Norway House Boarding School. Your remarks relative 

to this account have been noted. 

Your obedient servant, 

Recom! 

Approv ed. / {| 

3 i/ oe 

Secretary, 

D. 

Dept. Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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q” soar fing Sehnol * 

Bought of 
PD DSES HEHE 

GROCERIES, Dry Goons, HARDWARE, 

FURNITURE, FLOUR AND FEED 

wv 

Stone DeranrMenT, PHown ¢t 

281003 

MW. 

July 100 

/ 

Selkirk, Man., “1 

Norway House 

Norway House hgpncy \y 
On AAA«FG 

Alt Ty, W, 49 
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Woop ANd BRICK. 

we 
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281003 

Office of the Undian Commissioner, 

Winnipeg... SEP.9..-..1908......... we 

Classification No. 2 4 

Norway House Agency: genet 

1 have the honour to enclose herewith Vouchers 

40 
Nof. ‘ OY ,amounting to g Gh. G | seme 4 

/ sf / 

Vd 1 ‘ y Ps yf 

for... be L4te Ler. singe Cet wag Woe ZL 
, 

) y 
To 

/ 
> 

Ft 
¢ 

eee 
J ‘ & 

O-wet ACC C7 

y 

T have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Indian Commissioner 

The Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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@ttice of the Ne j “ 

/o° ‘oa 

@e Brian Commissioner 

for Manitoba and the Rorthwest Dervitories, 

Fn your reply refer fo 
a7 ‘ 

9. age/re Henney, 9 Sept, 1905, 

and dale of this teller and 

addsess 

Hen. David Larrd, 
p 8 l 0 0 3 

&Pndian Commisoiones, 

Winnip b Nan. \ a @) 

- ye } =m 
, A iy KN 

(/ 

Sir, 

With referenee to voucher No.49 in favourof lir, 

Wm. Robinson, of Selkirk, for lumber, &e. supplied the 

Norway House Boarding Sehool, I beg to refer to my sup- 

plementary estimates for 1905-1906 forwarded to the De- 

partment under cover of my letter of the 5th, May last, 

wherein I inserted an iten of $700,00 for material and 

work to complete an addition to the above institution. 

No provision was made for the heating apparatus, as it 

was not asked by the Principal at the time, but as this 

is indispensable, I trust the Department will allow same. 

The cost of the material is also in excess of the es~ 

timate submitted by the Principal, but it was evidently 

necessary to complete the work. 

Your obedient servant, 

Indian Commissioner. 

Secretary, 

Dept. Tndian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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OGee-af the Endian Commissioner, 

Winnipeg, APR 9 1907 190 

Classification No. LL 

horway House Agoncy. Ageney. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith Vouchers 

Nob. 3271 ,amounting to $ 538 1s 

for Annnaerth ance one_e aroke (~ 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

£ 

< -f....— 
XY (—< qj 

Indian Commissioner. 

The Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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168918 /5 

Ottawa ,5th duly, 1907. 

Sit, 

attoar of the Mth April, I rae-enclore 

Referfineg to your 1 

ne to $538.75 in favour of MP 

norewith Voucher No 337 amountd 

for the Nerwsy House Agonecy', 

kKindlyquote tha autnordty. 

a voucher reads tnat 

Wm, Robinnon for foods aupplied 

and I nave to request that you wil) 

for the purchan@e The cerkiticate on t) 

the roodr ahareac for *are on nand for repairing 1.B.8." Among 

the articles charged ror are flour, bacon , sugar ana mibber boots. 

anarres poakrre axplanatione 

In view of tne sartictiaate these 

$79.08 for Predient And 

I may add tnt there 4n a onarze of 

aceipt has heen furnished 
therewith. This 

4n connection 

Poanuiread. 

mt carvante 

SKecratary e 
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CW a bf a 

. . - ‘el hie ‘ 

. Indian Gommiissioner a és 
in 

@Olfice of the } 

(8 5! 

for the Borthwest Brovinces and Territories. 

\\ Pn your reply refer fo 

Nhe. 122/78 
Winnipeg, 2nd August, 1907. 

and date of this etter and 

addres 

Hen. David Lard, 

oPndian Commissioner, 

Winnipeg, Wa 5 

sir,- 

168918/5 I enclose @ copy of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 

Ferrier respecting the Norway House Boarding School, in 

which you will observe he expresses strongly the opinion 

as to repairs that "it will be @ total loss to put any 

more on the present puilding", and that the only thing to 

do is to erect another one on & different site. 

I find that on the gend of March the principal 

reported that the puilding had peen extremely cold and all 

put uninhabitable during the winter, that in the office 

the thermometer would not average more than 15 degrees 

above zero, and that bacon left there was frozen so hard 

that it could not pe cut with @ knife. Yet from the lst 

of November over 200 cords of wood had been used in an 

effort to heat the building. {he Principal in his letter 

states “it is really up to the Government or the Church 

to do something or clese the school". 

I find that in the estimates for 1906-7 

$1000,00 was provided to "Grain basement, repair and paint 

new building". I understand that certain expenditure has 

peen made, but mainly in procuring material. In the 

estimates for the present year $500.00 is provided for 

certain repairs. 

Upon receiving Mr. Ferrier's letter of the 7th 

June, and reading that from the Principal already 

referred to, I concluded that it would be wise to have & 

The Secretary, 

report 

Department of Indian affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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report from the Inspector before proceeding with expenditure 

upon @ puilding declared to be s0 unfit for habitation, 

Mr. Semmens was then on his way to pay the amuity moneys, 

and I thought he would be able to make the report when on 

that trip. Unfortunately, however, he had to return by 

reason of illness. He is now on a trip on the Lakes, and 

I expect a report from him on his return in about two 

weeks. 

Mr. Lousley interviewed me to-day in regard to 

the work, and I expressed the opinion to him that it would 

be better not to do anything until the Inspector's report 

was received and considered by the Department. He informs 

me that the building is on a rock in which there is 4 

large cavity that fills with water, and that the sum 
rh 

oe mee 

available for the purpose, from the amount voted would not 

at all meet the expenditure. He, like Mr. Ferrier, is 

absolutely convinced that there should be a new puilding 

on another site. 

The present building was erected by the 

authorities of the Methodist Church, and is owned by them. 

You will observe in the concluding part of Mr. 

Verrier's letter that he asks to be advised as to the 

amounts voted for the schools at Brandon, Red Deer, 

Morley, and Norway House. Am I to advise him of the 

provision made in the estimates as to any or all of these 

institutions, and authorize the expenditure? 

Your obedient servant, 

} AL+ pur tHhrrr
 4 

Z aout. Indian Opmmissioner. 
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Industrial School, 

Brandon,Man.,June 7, 1907. 

Hon. David Laird, 

Indian Commissioner, 

Winnipeg, Man. 

Dear Sir, 

Last year there was a grant of $1,000 made to 

improve the Boarding School at Norway House. I did not 

sanction the investment of any of this money inasmuch as I 

believe it will be a total loss to put any more in the present 

building. There is only one solution worthy of consideration, 

and that is to build another building on 4 different site. I 

should like you to find out what ig the opinion of the Agent 

and the Inspector on this matter. My own judgment is that 

inasmuch as there were ten deaths in that school during the 

past nine months, 4 new pbuilding cannot be too soon on the way. 

Would you kindly let me know what grants have 

been made for Brandon, Red Deer, Morley and Norway House. An 

answer at your earliest convenience will greatly oblige, 

Yours respectfully, 

(sgd) T. FERRIER. 
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Ottawa, August I2th., 1907. 

Sir,- 

I have #0 acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the and 

inetent enelesing copy of a oommmnication from the Rev. Mr. Ferrier 

calling attention to the unsanitary omdition of the Bearding Schoo) 

building at Norway House and suggesting that a new one be put wp on 

another site; and in reply I beg +0 say that this matter will receive 

oonei dera tion. 

Your obedient servant, 

The Indian Commissioner, 

Winnipeg, 

Mane 
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Selkirk, Man,, web.16 th. igo 7\/ | 

jh 
*jngdian boarding school Lept. 

Norway House, 

t 
"Gy Bought of 

% pms‘ vtlb J UM. VW, f2 VATE A/. 

GROCERIES, Dry Goons, HARDWARE, ‘ LUMBER, LATH, SHINGLES, SASH, DOORS, 

FURNITURE, FLOUR AND FEED 31 = Woop ann BRICK, - | 2871 ; 

  
  

STORK DeranTMENT, Puowe ¢1. am DEPARTMENT, PuoNr 14, 

105 vals naw Jil. ; 245 40 

" Pts " 398 30) 97 

hea Ucnre. $1.75 17508 8. Lead $131.25. 1800 33 00 

prushes. $10.30 

s ‘furpentine. $2.20 1 Can. 30¢4 

hea, Uxlde. $4.20 

10x1zZ negister. $1.50 Ly i 

10x14 ” ZV \ re 2°QU 5 

8x1z . 1, 85 

8x1zZ Me 2, 50 

Zz 1/zp lea. $19.25 20e bacon. $32, 1b if 

300% L. sugar. $1800 \ {615 69 

sks, M.S.6. HLlour, () Vv 5000 72 60 

pr.kupber boots. (\\ > 15 15 00 

keg. Nalls. 100 Fs 
\ / 

\y"/ ft.2" UVak. ag¢ 800 | 16 

sreignt, abY¢ pay hunare 20, for Kou t 56 78 0% 

re ae fo ton ey deenanaste 

39 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6268, file 581-5, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA  



512133 

Norway House, June 21, 1907. 

Rev. T. Ferrier, 

Brandon, Man. 

Dear Brow Ferrier: 
I enclose herewith a statement of Finances 

of the Boarding School to end of June, 1907. The Government 

Report also goes out on this mail, it being the first mail since 

March Slst. 

You will understard that the big deficit of this year is 

not due to carelessness or extravagance when I state that we 

opened school with sixty-five children and had to make provision 

for them all. That is fifteen for whom no Government grant was 

given. Then I cannot hold myself altogether responsible, that 

is, I am responsible, but do not condemn myself, because I am 

poorly served with dry goods. For example, I have on four oc- 

casions ordered heavy brown duck suits for the boys from 

Capt. Robinson and he, in spite of repeated protest, has sent 

me light canvas. These have come late in Fall when I coudé not 

exchange and I was compelled to use them and of course they 

only lasted a short time. Those heavy suits which you ordered 

for me and which did not arrive till last spring went t® pieces 

Like asbestos paper and are now after one winter's wear cast 

aside. Indeed, if we had not had others we could not have got 

through the winter in decent shape. My first order lest summer 

for stocking ee... m express emphasis being laid on quai- 

ity and going so far as to say not to send anything but the best 

was rotten. I duplicated the order and half of it was rotten, 

and our supply md outfit of stockings now is a disgrace to the 

school. Considering these things I have felt compelled to have 

a good stock on hand. 
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Copy of Letter from Rev. J. A- Lousley--2 

cure Government aid for the 

and a large freighting 

necessary to the manegement 

I hope you have been able to se 

purchase of horses, harness, wageon, 

boat as these things are absolutely 

of this school through another year. 

I expect to be out in July to order arygoods and will try 

to see you then if you are not in. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. A. Lousley. 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6268, file 581-5, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA  



REPORT 

of the 

NORWAY HOUSE BOARDING SCHOOL 

For the year ending June 30, 1907. 

Class-room.-~ 

There are two teachers, one for the Reserve 

and one for the Boarding School, and the children from the 

Boarding School and the Reserve are graded in classes ac- 

cording to their standing. The junior room is taught by 

the Reserve teacher and the senior room ig taught by the 

Boarding School teacher. The plan works well and both 

schools are helped by the arrangement. 

Being holiday time, I had no opportunity of seeing 

the work done nor examining the children. 

When the school closed June 29th there were fifty- 

four pupils in attendance. 

Health of the Pupils.-~ 

The year has been 4 long and trying one on 

the general nealth of the pupils and more deaths have oc~ 

curred than in any previous year. Ten have died; nine of 

these were brought in last year, and nine died of con- 

sumption of the lungs or bowels, one of spinal meningitis. 

Only two of the deaths were of pupils from the Norway 

House Reserve. 

The school started with sixty-five children, prob- 

ably more than should have been in the dormitories consid- 

ering the lack of ventilation. 

A hospital is @ much needed institution so that af- 

flicted children could be removed at once from the se@heol. 
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The Staff and Salaries Pdid.-- 51213° 

Principal, $750.00, furnished house and table 

Assistant Principal, 300.00, board and washing, 

Matron, 300,00, 

Cook, 216.00, 

Seamstress, 200.00, 

Teacher, 300.90, 

Buildings.-- 

The main building is kept clean but it is of 

such a finish that what is done does not show up to advan- 

tage. The floors on the ground flat are about worn out. 

The cellar md basements are in tumbledown condition and 

with about a foot of water in each andthe only relief is 

in baling it out with pails or pumping and at present the 

pump used is out of order, They are certainly very un- 

sanitary andt here mist be a drain, which will be a very 

difficult task to be accomplished when we have to depend 

upon native help. Quicksand and rock will be encountered 

and it will need shoring up and it is next to impossible to 

get Indians to work at that kind of job. 

Heating and Ventilation.-- 

The furnaces are placed in these dilapidated 

basements which are merely holes in the ground and the way 

they are installed it is an impossibility to heat the 

pbuilding. The Department have made a vote of $100.00 to 

fix the furnaces. What is required are new furnaces, new 

basements,and new flues if the building is to be properly 

heated and ventilated, and nothing whatever can be done 

towards this end with so small an amount of money. I ad- 

vised the Principal to get the consent of the Department 

to spend this $100.00 in box atoves and discard the fur- 

naces altogether. 
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There are so many requirements for this building to 

make it what it ought to be that I have already reported 

that nothing but a new building wili be a satisfactory 

solution of the problem. 

Other outbuildings.-- 

A good ice-house has been built and does good 

service in keeping milk, meats, etc.; a large woodshed, 

also, used for storing lumber and other supplies of a 

light nature; a root-house for keeping potatoes and vege- 

tables but it is a difficult matter to keep it frost- 

proof; and a good warm stable that will accommodate ten 

head of cattle and a team of horses. There are eight head 

of cattle belonging to the school. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

‘of the 

NORWAY HOUSE BOARDING SCHOOL 

for the year ending June 30, 1907. 

panevensenaunn
ennnannananuen

nannnaasuansaw
ansaannaneeeen

le 

«<< RECEIPTS ----- 

Missionary Society Grant 
$ 5 500 00 

Special Grant for Salary 
150 00 

Grant to paint Chureh & Mission House 150 00 

g for Balance of Church Repairs 
166 17 

be ® Interpreter 
50 00 

Goods sold to Missionaries and others 748 84 

Government Grant for Repairs 
538 75 

Deficit 
3 394 10 

----- DISBURSEMENTS ----~ 

Salaries 
00 

Hardware, Oil & Lead, Light 43 

Dry Goods 
56 

Groceries & Provisions 
14 

Boots & Shoes 
63 

Drugs & Stationery 
96 

Building & Repairs 
81 

Household Furnishings 
203 88 

Freight and Transport 
050 82 

Deficit last year 
394 63 

—— ee 

$10 697 86 $10 697 86 
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~ There is about $1,200.00 worth of goods on hand, made 

up as follows:- 

Wood, $300 00 

Hay, 75 00 

Moccasins md Leather, 270 00 

Dry Goods 235 00 

Accounts to collect 320 00 

Enclosed find a letter from the Principal as to reason 

for the large deficit. 

He applied to the Government for a grant for 65 chil- 

dren and was expecting that it would be granted. 

The item of over $3,000 for provisions contains the 

only cash outlay for meat, fish, hay, wood, and moccasins, 

provisions being exchanged for these articles. The most 

of the goods sold have gone out of this account. 

The freight and transportation account is high and 

cannot be controlled by the Principal. Freight rates from 

Selkirk were 40c. per 100 lbs. until this year, now 50c., 

and prices for goods and labor have been raised proportion 

ately. 

Some help would be rendered by having a large amount 

of the goods purchased for him and landed at Selkirk in 

the month of June in time to ship on the barge that goes 

up to the mission as soon 4s navigation opens. 

Under present conditions it will take at the very 

least $6,500 a year to maintain this school with 5 0 chil- 

dren. 

It will be seen from Mr. Lousley's letter that a 

freighting beat, team of horses, harness and wagon are es- 

sential to manage the outside work. I have looked care- 

fully into this and am of the opinion that the team, har- 

ness and wagon are an absolute necessity. 

All the wood on the school property is done am 

neither the Goverment nor Indians will allow the supply 

to be cut from the Reserve so that a distance of 4 to 6 
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miles has to be travelled for fuel. Last year it teok an 

average of 1¢ cords per aay from November 15th to March 

lst. The only time this wood can be hauled is over the 

ice and with the oxen it was an all-winter job and the oxen 

used 60 continually that they tired out on the journey and 

lay down on the road. It is impossible to get a supply 

ahead at the school. At present there are about ten cords, 

not enough to last until the ice is formed. The stock of 

wood now on hand is from four to five miles from the 

school. The horses and outfit are essential and should be 

sent up by boat so as to be there ready for use when the 

ice forms. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Enc. 
Faia ’ 

‘ UU f- 2eEcctet 

NH 
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Industrial School, 

Brandon, Man., July 23, 1907. 

To the Secretary of the 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

ottawa, Ont. 

Dear Sir: 
I am enclosing you a brief report of the Board- 

ing School at Norway House. 

You will notice that there is a large deficit of 

$3,394.10. There have been smaller deficits that have 

occurred from year to year in connection with the handling 

of this school but the Church have paid up to the present. 

You will also see by the report that a team of horses, 

harness, and wagon are aout an absolute necessity. These 

cought to go up over the lake while navigation is open 

hich is not likely to be after the 15th of September. 

Ag this is such an urgent case and, I think, under the 

circumstances, a just expenditure on the part of the 

Department, I should like to have the authority to purchase 

these and send them up at the earliest date possible. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, . , 

Enc. 
f! r 

Fidei Scéil 
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Norway House, July 19th, 1907. 

Mr. J. A. J. MeKenna, 

Asst. Commissioner, 

Winnipeg, Man. 

sir,- 

Replying to yours of July 11th, No.122/78, 

would say that I have no written authority for that expenditure 

except as you see it mentioned in No. 122/78, April 9th last 

from Hon, David Laird. In that he says, "But owing to your 

remote situation you may expend the balance this year". That 

word "balance" refers to what is left of the $1000.00 mentioned 

there after this bill which I sent in has been paid. I received 

verbal instructions from the Commissivner while in Winnipeg 

last Fall, also from Rev. T. Ferrier, and was also informed 

by the Inspector, Rev. Jno, Semmens, of the grant made, all of 

which however came too late for me to get the work done last 

Fall. But the goods were ordered last Fall, and part of the 

work is already finished. 

All work in this part has hitherto been paid 

for with groceries, drygoods, and hardware, etc., the Indians 

preferring it that way to any other. We never would be able to 

get work done at all if we had to follow the regular way of 

putting in vouchers for work done. These Indians would not, 

really could not, wait for it as they live daily from hand to 

mouth. 

I have a very wet muddy drain to dig, and 

anything but long rubber boots for the job would be useless, 

kence I ordered a few pair and will charge these on wages of 

men working at the draining. , 

Re 
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Re trading. All futl for School, cutting and hauling, 

moceasins for children, meat, 

useful in the School, 
hay for stock, 

ete,, in short, 

all that the Indian offers us which is 

we buy and pay for in this way. 

This has all been discussed with the Commissioner 

I should say, was allowed 

and met with his approval, that is, 

to go on without further comment. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sega) Je Ae Lousley, 

Principal, Indian Boarding school, 

Norway House Agency, 

* ® P.0. 
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Indian Gommissioner a 
for the Horthwest Provinces and Werriteries, 

% 122/78 ; Winnipeg, 13th August, 1907, 

and date of tis helen and 

aoe sl 3126/1 
Winnipeg, Man. 

{ 
Sir,~ 

Referring to your letter of the Sth ultimo, 

with which you returned voucher No. 337 amounting to 

$538.75 in favor of Captain William Robinson for goods 

supplied for the Norway House Boarding School, you ask 

me to quote the authority for the expenditure, and also 

to explain the charges for flour, bacon, sugar, and 

rubber boots. 

The Principal of the School was asked for 

explanations, and I forward copy of his reply, which, 

upon the whole, is not very satisfactory, I cannot find 

that I gave the Principal any written authority for the 

expenditure, and I do not remember that I gave him any 

verbal instructions, At the same time, as Rev. Mr.Ferrier, 

on the 17th of last August, and Mr. Inspecter Semmens in 

his report on the School dated the 5th of last September, 

reported the urgent necessity of draining of the basement 

of the School, I may have mentioned to them and to the 

Principal that there was an item of $1000,00 in the 

estimates of 1906<7 "to drain basement, repaint, and 

paint new building". Indeed I see that I placed a 

marginal note on the Inspector's report that such a sum 

was available, and I understood the work was in progress. 

However, the material in Capt. Robinson's 

account appears to have been purchased for repairs to the 

School 
The Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa, 
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School, and I would recommend it to be paid, The paint 

and oil are according to the vote for painting; the flour 

and bacon to pay the Indians while working at the basement; 

and the rubber boots for the workmen while standing in 

the water digging the drain. No receipt is necessary for 

the item of $79,08 for freight. Captain Wm. Robinson is 

the owner of the steamer that did the freighting, and he 

is the man rwarding the account. 

Yours truly, 

LL 
Indian Commissioner. 
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(Copy) 

Stonewall,Man.Sept. 7,1907, 

Your letter No. 122/78 of the IIth. of June has 

for long lain in the Stonewall Office owing to my continued 

absence from home. 

In reply to your request for a report upon the 

advisability of sanctioning the erection of a new building 

for the Norway House Boarding School, I wish to make some 

remarkse 

(I) In the summer of 1906 the Rev. Thompson Fer- 

rier called at my Pay Tent and asked me to accompany him 

to the Boarding School for the purpose of considering cer- 

tain suggestions he had to make by way of improvements 

which he hoped with my recommendations the Government 

would provide for. 

I went with him and spent some time in discuss~ 

ing what appeared to be desirable. After mature considera~ 

tion I recanumended certain things as seen in my last special 

report totalling 1000,00 dollars. He has not been able to 

carry out the improvements to the great detriment of the 

school’s health. He now says he "does not sanction the 

investment of this mney". He was the one to ask for ad- 

ditional grant for improvements. He failed to use advantage 

afforded. He now covers up his failure by saying the 

building is not worth it. Why not have asked for a new 

School a year ago when he knew all he now knows concerning 

it. 

The Indian Commissioner, 

Winnipe d 
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Had the improvements which I suggested been 

carried out,I could easily have recommen ded that a further 

improvement which I had kept in reserve be provided for 

this year. You will see that the new part lately added to 

the rear must needs add to the warmth of that side of the 

puilding. Now if to this new siding with a thickness of 

tar paper had been placed south west and east the Building 

might have been serviceable for another five years. This 

was my idea which of course has not been realized. 

As it is now the building is scarcely fit for use 

and the children are bound to suffer with cold,and this may 

result in much 1ll-health,as was the case last year. It is 

impossible to place a new building there during the present 

season. I now feel disposed to recommend that the school 

be suspended for a year,and that in tne meant ime an amount 

be placed in the estimates covering the cost of a new puild 

ing to be erected on a new site, 

In doing this I think that a representative of 

the Department should select the site and have authority 

+o exercise supervision during the course of construction, 

and that the workmen should be sent out by the Department, 

that is to say the contract should be let to same re~ 

spons ible eontractor, 8° that the work dane should be 

guaranteed and the unfortunate failures noticeable in the 

first building be avoided. 

I know all this is radical enough,but it is not 

the fault of the officers of the Department that things 

are as they are,and yet responsibility remains largely 

with the Department and 4ll-health is likely to be charg ed 

against the Government by the general public, who do not 

understand how things have gonee 
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I shal 1 be glad to have 4 pers onal interview 

with you at any time, 30 as to reach the best conclusions 

and arrive at speedy and definite results. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

(sd. ) John Semmens, 

Inspector of Indian Agencies. 
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Oltice of the 

® Indian Gomntrissioner 

for the Morthwest Provinces and Herritories. 

Fn your reply refer fo 4¢ PF 
(Weve wee I22/78 Winnipeg, II September 1907. 

and date of this better and 

Hon. Daned Boe 314092 
Fndian Commisoioner, 

Winnipeg, Man. 

168, 918/5 

Sir, 

Referring to your letter of the 12th. ultimo, 

in regard to the condition of the Boarding School build- 

ing at Norway House, and the question of erecting a new 

one on another site, I beg to enclose herewith copy of 

Mr. Inspector Semmens' report on Rev. Mr. Ferrier's let= 

ter, and on the present defective state of the building, 

which is dangerous to the health of the pupils. The Me- 

thodist Ghurch authorities are responsible for the shell 

of a building that was first erected; and the money ex-~ 

pended thereon since appears to have done very little 

good. s 

The pressing question just now appearsto be 

should the Department allow the school to remain open 

during the approaching winter ? It is probable that the 

Principal has already laid in most of the food and 

clothing required for the winter, yet I am of opinion 

that unless the Church authorities strongly object, the 

school should be closed about the Ist. of December. 

The whole question of the cost of a new build- 

ing is for the Department to considere 

Your obedient servant, 

Secretary, 

Dept. of Indian Affairs, Lhe a 

Ottawa. Indian Commissioner. 
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1628918/5 

Ottawa, September 26, 1907. 

The Deputy Superintendent General,~ 

The Indian Commissioner has forwarded a re- 

port from Mr. Inspector Semmens on the condition of the 

boarding school building at Norway "Nouse, from whioh it 

appears that it is in such a delapidated condition that 

4t is dangerous to the health of the rupiis, and the 

Commissioner aske whether the Department should allow 

the schoOl to remain open during the approaching wintere 

The Mothodist Church authorities are resronsi- 

ble for the shell of a building that was first erected, 
in the way of repairs 

and what has been expended thereon since, appears to 

have been thrown away. The Commissioner further rem 

marks that it is probable the Prinoipal has already 

laid in most of the food and clothing required for the 

winter, yet he gives it as his opinion that, unless 

the Church authewities strongly object, the school 

should be cloged on or about December 1. 

Mr. Terrier in speaking of the building 

says,“ “The cellar and basements are in a tumble-down 

condition and with about a foot of water in each, and 

the only relief is in baling it out with pails or 

purping it out. There is no drain and it is in a most 

unsanitary condition. The furnaces are placed in these 

Jelapidated basements, which are merely holes in the 

ground, and the way they are inetalled makes it imos- 

sible to heat the buildings." We concludes by stating 

that 
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that there are so many requirements for this building 

to make it what it ought to be that nothing but a now 

puilding will be a satisfactor solution of the problem. 

There were ten deaths in the school last year, 

and if it is continued this winter this nurber is like= 

ly to be exceeded, as I find on Warch 22 the Principal 

reported to the Commissioner that in the office tho 

thermometer would not average more than 15 degrees 

above zero and that bacon left there was frozen so 

hard that it oould not be out with a knife. Yet from 

November 1,200 cords of wood had been used in an effort 

to heat the building. Te concluded his letter by stating 

that 1¢ was up to oither the Governnent or the Church 

40 do something or close the school, 

Ur. Semeens in his report above reforred to 

says that he feels lisposed to recommend that the 

school be suspended for a year and that in the meantime 

an amount be placed in the estimate@ covering the cost 

of a new building to be erected on a new site. Te 

revarks that this is radical enough, but it is not the 

Department's fault; yet responsibility lies larcely with 

the Department, if the gohool is kept open, and ill= 

health ig likely to be charged against the Governnent 

by the general public, who Jo not understand how things 

have gonee 

In view of the ‘angerous condition of the 

building, which is a menace to the health of the purils, 

I would suggest that the consent of the Methodist 

Church authorities be asked to olose the schood at 

the 
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the date recommonded by the Commissione® and that 

in she meantime the question of rebuilding on a more 

suitable site be considered. The present premises 

are the property of the Methodist Church and are most 

unsuitable in every way for a school of this kind, 

and no doubt grave blame would attach to the Government 

4f it was allowed +o oontinue in its present condition. 

No oxpenditure would make the present site or buildings 

fit for the pumpose for which Sexwuextutexn they were 

intended. 

This is only another instance of the want of 

foresight and common sense shown by the Churohes in 

establishing schools. 

? 
* 

y, 4 qu
e 

Tlh ent 
ies 
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Ottawa, Jotober 7the, 1907. 

Mp» Bensone 

Mr. Pedley decided to approve of your memorendm of 26th 

g aohool] will come up later when 

September. The question of re-buildin 

the Supplementary Estimates are being considered. 

“ 
a 

7 aut aN with: 
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Ottawa, October 8, 1907. 

Sire™ 

I have «© avknowledge the reoelpt of your letter 

of the llth ulte, inolosing a vopy of Yr. Inupector 

femmens's report on the Norway House Bearding Sohood, 

and in reply I beg to say that, in view of the very 

defective state Of the building, which io dangerous to 

the health of the pupils, the Department has docided 

that the school shall be closed during the coming 

winter. 

You will be good enough to advise the Church 

authorities accordingly, and the Department approves 

Of the date suggested by you for the gloOsimg Of the 

sohool, namely, Decetlber 1, next. 

The question of rebuilding the sohook will 

be dealt with whon the supplomentury ostimates are un= 

der consideration. 

The Reve Mx. Perrier, a Superintendent of 

Methodist Indian schoods, should be written #0 in this 

matteze 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Asst. Seoretary> 
The Ihdian Commissioners 

Winnipeg, Mane 
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