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Indian Affairs 

School Files 

(RG 10, Volume 6227) 

Port Arthur Agency ~ (Fort William) - 

Mountain Village School (Mission Bay) 
~ Building Maintenance - Supplies ~ 

Accounts. 1909 ~ 1922, 

File 497-5, Port Arthur Agency - (Fort William) - 

Mountain Village School (Mission Bay) 
~ Building Maintenance ~ Supplies - 

Accounts. 1947 - 1949, 

File 499-5, Fort Frances Agency - Northwest Bay 

Day School — School Establishment - 

1948 - 1949. 

Clandeboye Agency - Berens River School 

~ Methodist Church - School Land.. 1906 

~ 1913. 

Clandeboye Agency - Berens River School 

- United Church - General Administration. 

1894 + 1931. 
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neaeitane eh pine oe smmee arichpwnglinemnnen ame! 

ee, 298 166 

, (2) Me expertence wii thie Day Schoole visited ond 

| Miqutred aden t hax Deon disappointing im the axtreme,at 

Sg ore nceldad{tpttbe oe eontinvance of nchoole of 
this elese,ana the substitution ef Béurding Schooks where 

‘at eli practicable, x think one: @hould be built on. the 

Rainy River at or near Long Sault Rapids und alee one at 

or near Whitefish Bay on the Take of the Woods, Berens 

River on Lake Winnipeg should aise have a school of this 

kind, 

(aga) Jolin Semmens, 
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x 7 rd —" 

ene 

Rerew Raver’) Winnipeg, Feb. Sth., 1907, 

a ad 

A very carnest request was made for a Government 

Boarding Schocl, 

It ia claimed in support of this that Nerway House 

Boarding School is always over fuil. And that when Indian 

ehildren are taken from their natural surroundings to St, 

Bonivace or Brandon Industrial Sehools that they are given 

false ideae of rahe, longing for those things whieh they 

cannot obtain, ae Without a single exception those whe 

hese have returned from these. Industrial Schools are utterly 
nie ee 

*x 

worthless and depraved, ‘They therefore ask that the day 

achool may be alosed on accout of ths peredical absence 

of ochiidren from the school they are not deing sufficient 

gocd work, and that a Boarding Seheol may be established 

where children wil} be kept in their natural surroundings 

in touch with thegs own people end customs and continually 

under the eare and guidanee of an officient staff. 

Om being assured at Berens River thet all the Inddans 

were absemt fram Blocdvein Reserve and Jackhead Reserve 

we went direct to Pisher fiver arriving Jan, 32nd. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

Sgd. 0.6,0alverly   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliotheque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca



Siz,~ 

in fopiy to that portion of your letver of the 

6th BAe. which doals sith an appliontion for a boarding 

schooh at Borona River I beg to say that this application 
was rocetved too Bate for any action this seestons 

The Department 4c sorry to learn that you 

coneider that the ox-puptie from the St. Bentface and 

Brandon Industeial Schools aro worthless and depraved, 

} apa dt wonld like you to state your seasons for arriving 

at this conclusions 

Your obedient Servants, 

OW wing 

Beorotary> 

G. G. Galverdy, Raqe, 

indian Agont, 

Norway House P«0>>» 

Koowatm District. 
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. ¥ 

Seah, . 

. 26, Mardh 
EI A FO 

a youn APPLY REFER TO | 

| 
— “i. Ref: Your Letter. 

i. rO DATA OF THIS. LETTER | 

im reply te your letter ef March the 19th, 1907, 

I beg te sey that im my repert re Serens River’ Feardixng 

Scheel ¥ wheted in a very médified fers the reassess 

riven by Chief Bereas (Spekesmsn for the Berens River 

Indians) ehy a Searding Scheel should be give them et 

Rerane River and these only. These reagens vere cives 

im the presenca of Inspector Sanmmant. T am Usable te 

sert®ry te the cerrestness sf his statments from 

pergonal knowledge. 

tT have the heuer te be. 

Sir. 

feur coded se servant, 

Indien Agent. 

The Secretery, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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Otham, Aprih 5, 1907 

Bite , 

Tf heave to acknowledes the #eceipt. of ;our letteg 

of thé 20th udt+ with referénes to the remarke ocn- 
tained in your report in gegard to the apridestion of 

the Indians of Berane River >for a penning sehoo’ ay 

to the effeote of traiuing on the oh rae of tanh 

iooality + 

im reply I beg to soap your omplanations in 

conmegtion with these statenents are quite satisfactory. 

Your che@fient Servant, 

Qalveriy, Beqes 

indian Agent, 

Howvay House Pids >» 

Koowntin District. 
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Ottawa, April [0th., I9IT. 

Chief ,- 

anh 1 vountys Four? letter of March Pe mee Woes 
son. asin the wovision sf inarng fain at Daren Rive. 

hs, 

At present no funda are available for mich en institution, tut your 

request has been noted. As you say be aware, a special appropriation 

has te be furnished by Parliament before any new schools can be 

oatablighed. 

Your ebedient servant, 

Indian Affairs. RG ,» Volume 6227, file 500-1, part 1 ’ Pp 
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Ottawa, gune v7, igai, 

ner, Mir, 

Referriie to your epplacation for the 6tablish- 
ment of bonrding achools at Boren River and Cross Laxe 1 
bee to inform You that no funds for such purposes are At 
present available and, in view of the demands upon the 
Department, 1¢ is not iinely that any steps will be taken 
to S8tablish schools of this Glass at these pointe in the 
near future, 

Your ovedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and Secretary, 

Rev, T. Yorrier, 

Supt. Methodist Indian schoole, 
Brandon, Man, 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6227, file 500-1, part 1) 
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i 

Extract from Mr, Inspector semmens report on 

na Berens River Day school dated February 9, 1912, 

Orikinal on 118276/6. 

The Band earnestly and unitedly ask me," 

Boarding gehool at this place and I favor the proposition. 

There are six Bands adjacent and 100 children could be 

found in a month, 

It is rumored thet the Fish Hatchery is to be 

moved to the Little saskatchewan and if the present bullid~ 

ing were left untouched it would make a good Boarding School. 

I urge the Department to consult with the Fisheries Depart~ 

ment with a view to the acauirement of this building to be 

used as a boarding school, 

If a boarding school is needed anywhere it is 

needed here. 

Will Department kindly consider and reply, The 

Methodist Body has been here since 1872 and should control 

the school. 

reget 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6227, file 500-1, part 1) 
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Rev, gir,- 

Referring to your report on inspection of 

the Berens River bay School, in wiieh you pacomnend the 

erection of a boarding school on Berens River Reserve, 

I veg to say that the Department is not prepared at the 

present time to take action as recommeded by you. 

Your obedient servant, 

Bor Deputy guperinténdent @eneral 
of Indian Affaire. 

Rev. J, Sennens, 
Inspector of Indien Agencies, 

Winnipeg, Man, 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6227, 
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“ 61 3 b 

REQUZST andAGREEMENT of Chief Berens and his councillors made 

migrezers' River this Sth. day of July,1912. 

We Respectfully Request that the Indien Department build us a 

Boarding school with accomodation for eighty pupils, for the education 

of onr clifldren at Berens’ River, Poplar River, Little Grand Repids; 

Pekangekum, and sowe other small Reserves where the Seulteax Language 

we further request that the Methodist church manage this 

school. according to the rules. and regulations of the Indian 

Devartment. 

Por this purpose we will give the. Indian Department. a block of 

land, excluding the M dist Mission pr rty, said land to be 

deceribed az follows,= 

Tho South Boundary. the Berens’ Ri the North Boundary the North 

line of the Reserve, the Weet Boundary to be the Weet line of the 

Governnent school siteextended atreaight North to the North of the 

Reaerve, the Baot Boundary to be @ line parallel with the West 

Boundary end drawn North and South 65 chains distant. This..block 

of Land comteing about 320 ecres exclusive of the Methodist Mission 

property of 77.15 acres. 

We algo agrees to provide 80 pupils for this school one year 

after we have notice thet thie boarding school is to be built and 

we further promise to keep this school full of pupile as long es we 

wave sutfictent chitdren on the above mentioned Reserves. 

Wo also agree ti we will not- ask for any day sehool on any 

ef the above Reserv 

Wo wign thts usst and promises believing them tobe binding 

upom our : ‘ ar in harmony with the wish of a 

very lagi 

Sea.) Tom R. Bunn , tnspector{Set) Jacob Berens, Ohie? 

(sa) William Bverett; Counc 

(Sea) James EH. McDonald 
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EXTRACT | 
ORIGINAL © | 

45,71 08356 

"tundces Tnepectorate 

“innipes ans 191 spLenber, 19712 

ft 7 

. ¢ 

(Report of ccnudty payrent Ap 

fenools,. 

as 

T hope to submit a Special report en the question 

Schools and the operation in Pisher River Ageney,in which 

I intend to outline a scheme with reference to the Boarding 

School at Berens River. ‘The idea suggested iteo1g to me ap 
& result of a tal& -n this subject with Chief Rerens at the 
time of the payments. This Chief is a good man with sone 
good ideas in this Commes@ion,and able to disouss the question 
very intelligently. 
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Qn bahakt of the educational interests of the 

Tn@ion children under the care of the Mothodixzt churoh, I 

would like an apprepriation te be plaeed in the estimates 

of the coming session of Parliament for « new boarding-school 

for beys at Port Simpoen, 8.%., and aleo fer « new boarding~ 

sohes] te accomodate about eighty children at Berens’ 

River. hie will require an appropriation of about 

$45,000 each. 

I expo@t Br. Shere end myself will vieit 

Ottewa in the newer futuro, anf we will be able te diaecuse 

im detail the necessity ef thie request}. §§ (tn the neantine 

It would Like provision made in the estimates that are to 

be placed before the ooming sesvion of Parliament. 

Indian Affairs. 0, Volume 6227, file 500-1, part 1) 
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Ottawa, February ivth, 

a) *, 

ur. Pedley:- Me, 

al 

I beg to direct your attention to the Rev. i, Perr ior ts 

letter of the 20th January, 

I hed the avhook at the Seren River noted for the 
Botinates, ($48,000.00), Tt will be os well to enquire whether 
the building mentioned is at all quitable for the purpose. [ft 
would, I prqsunc, a Byhodelling, es it would Probably cout a 

Preisaryte aout td) Gub\ce * tieb-latohery into on Indien Soande 
ig’ SoxXogil . Ties Ap yroa of esien has been established for a long 

fine yw thie Ray sates end Church is anxious to ered 4 Board~ 
ing p00, but Seine ta atenderd we have laid doen far buahld~ 
ites etithip ¢isan, t think it is doubtful if we shoulda begin the 
schock under’ the circumatearase mentioned, 

f , ff 

a 

oe oe 
PA é " 

ee a 
oe oder Ascountant, 

-~3 
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Ottawa, Fooruary 21, 19435. 

oir,- 

This Repartment is given to understand that your 

Pepartuent has at Berens River a building formerly used as 

& fish hatehery Which is not now in Use, The suggestion 

has bech made that this Department might obtain possession 

af the building referred to for school purposes, I should 

esteem it a favour if you would let me have a pian of this 

building, previded you have such, with information as to 

4) /\mthe condition, ete. 

Your obedient servant, 

Deputy and secretary, 

The gecretary, 

PDepartmert of Marine and Fisheries, 

Ottawa, 

7, file 500-1, part 1) 
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Ottawa, february 24, 1913. 

Rov. gir,- 

T haves to’ aéxnowletice the redeipt of yourletter 

ef the 29th ultimo in Pefemence to the tse of & fish hatehery 

@t Berens Hiver for boarding school purposes. 

In vepay 1 b6e to any thas your suguve tion W232 

y | 4) weosive consideration, Oe, 
él A) al 

v 

"ees oe WW ‘ 7) 7 

¥ Vf V4 iL pe f 

Your obedient servang, 

: r 
A 

) 

Asset. Deputy and gecretarr. 

Rev. T, Ferrier, 

gupt. of Methodist Indian schools, 

Brandon, Man. 
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Ae Fe 6 oe 

In reply to your enquiry of the 2ist ultimo 

I have pleasure in enclosing, herewith, a plan of the 

Berens River Hatchery, and in informing you that the 

building is in a good state of repair. The dimensions 

and particulars regarding the hatchery and the building 

ereoted for the Officer in Charge at this place were 

communicated to you in my letter, No.325,536, of Novem- 

: Aer 22nd last. 

a 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Deputy Mifister of Marine and Fisheries. 

The Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affaire, 

Ottawa, Ontario. 

ood 
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To the Searetary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa, Ont. 

Dear Sir,- Re Your file No. 305384/1. 

Re my communication of the 29th. of January 

and your reply thereto of the 2lst. of February last, in 

eonnection with a boarding school at Berens ' River, I have 

the following information regarding the hatchery which I 

suggested that the Department might consider the 

advisability of using. 

The building measures 50 by 100 feet, outside 

measure. It might be raised and placed upon a concrete 

basement. The mogfsof the basement could be above ground. 

The present ceiling could be lowered and thus give more 

room in the rooms above. An addition might be made to 

the rear of the building. The steam boiler that is there 

is in very good condition and conld be used for heating. 

Phere is enough land surrounding the building for play} 

grounds, flower-beds, ¢ 3., and I unéerstand that the 

people are willing to give more land to be used for 

stable, barn, ete. The problem for water and sewerage is 

easily solved. 

I do not think that this could be made 

es satisfactory as a new building on another site. At the 

same time it might be well for the Department to consider 

the advisability of utilizing this buildin 
BL. TF. yours sincerely, i. OO 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6227, file 500-1, part 
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Rev, Sir,+ 

Referring to Your letter of the 39th of April, 

last, in further reference to the proposed eateblisient 

at Borens River of a boarding school and the use of the 

eid fish hatchery for that purpose I beg to say that the 

Department is not disposed to @ifertain this proposition 

at present, 

Wur obedient servant, 

J.D MOLEAM 

Aaat,. Deputy and Secretary. 

Rev, T. Porrier, 
Gupt. of Methodist Indian Sehools, 

Brandon, Wan, 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6227, file 500-1, part 1) 
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Brandon, July 16the, 1913, 
Maw. 

Department of Indian Affairs, +4 1560 
Ottawa,Ont. . 

Dear Sir,«+ 

I have just returned from a visit te a number 

of Indian Reserves on Lake Winnipeg. 

When at Berens’ River the Chief and Council 

on behalf of the Band stated that if the Indian Department 

could secure the hatehery,which has been vacated and the 

machinery taken out, from the Department of Marine and 

Pisheries » that the Band will be willing to take it dom 

providing that the Department put one man on the job te gee that 

it was properly done, and they were also willing te make the 

excavation for a new building providing the Department would 

ration the men while deing the work. The Chief and his 

band ate very amrious that ea school be put up there at the 

earliest possible date. They endorse the action that they 

took & year age and are still pressing their case, 

If you were to refer thie matter to your 

Inepector, Mr. Bunn, he could give you a report of the 

attitude and promises of the Bené, he being present both last 

year and this year when these requests w ere formally made. peg 
gS S04 Zegee sineerely, 

oe POO BL. 
Aa 

TP. me Wg 3 
eer 
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Ottawa, July 26, 1933. 

Rev, Sir,= 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 16th instant in reference to the establishment of a 

vb@arding school at Berens River and the use of the old fish 

hatchery for the purpose, 

En reply I beg to refer you to official letter 

© 16th, last, in regard to this matter. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. NO La 

Asat. Deputy and Secretary, 

Rev. T, Ferrier, 
Supt. of Methodist Indian schools, 

Brandon, Mun. 
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