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https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/fra/contactez-nous/Pages/contactez-nous.aspx
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Caradoc Agency - Mount Elgin Day 5 

- Vocational Training - Supplies 

counts - General Administration. 

- 1946. 

Caradoc Agency - Mount Elgin Day School 

- Vocational Training - Supplies ~ Ac- 

counts. 1947 - 1949. 

Caradoc Agency - Mount Elgin Residential 

School - Medical Matters ~ Supplies - Ac= 

counts - General Administration. 1933 - 

1943. 

Caradoc Agency - Mount Elgin Residential 

School ~ Livestock. 1924 - 1945. 

Caradoc Agency - Mount Elgin Residential 

School - High School Entrance Centre, 

1936 - 1945. 

Caradoc Agency - Mount Elgin Residential 

School - Deaths of Pupils. 1939 - 1944. 

Caradoc Agency — Mount Elgin Residential 

School -— Audit Reports. 1935 - 1946. 

Caradoc Agency ~ Mount Elgin Residential 

School - Bus Driver - Salary & Expenses. 

1946 - 1948. 

Caradoc Agency - Mount Elgin Residential 

School - Bus Driver - Salary & Expenses. 

1946 ~— 1948. 
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INDIAN AFFAIRS BRAGCH, DEPT OF MINES & RESOURCES, OTTAWA ONT, 

CODY CLAUS ace FOUR PUPIL FROM GHSWEKEN BELIEVED TO HAVE 

DISLOCATED CERVICAL VERTEGRA If ACCIDENTAL FALL FROM SECOND FLOOR winpow 

AT RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL SUNDAY NOOK STOP UNCONSCIOUS IM LONDON HOSPITAL 

WITH SPECIAL MURSES ASSIGNED STOP PROGHOSIS POOR PRINCIPAL STRAPP HAS 

HOTIFIED MAJOR RANDALL AT BRANTFORD TO LOCATE FATHER, 

¥ R MCLEOD, 
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CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

Courtland. Clause , Pupil No...792 

of the... Mount... Elgin Indian Residential School at..Muneeys Ont» 

who died at Childrens..Hospital.London,...Ont{place) on June..T2th...1939. 19 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s 

death, 

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 

if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

tieable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 

A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 

this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 

the Department through the Indian Agent's office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 

an inquest, which may be required by law. 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Form No. 414. 
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

1, On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? Sndeg 

oe 

2. At what time of day? J. JA 

When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? 

ri" ' 
bathed oft MEM, OD wath bd 4 

Pa 
. What means were taken to afford relief?...... 2-€e- affptecel. ht. Aecabg ie 

— P ‘ ‘4 a . What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? Ltark 

When was the doctor called? at rvtrncttich 

. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? sag Ca ah. PRE. 

If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? 

9. Add any other useful information here. 

Bafed- en Led. fern a flhet aaa, che fier end hyn ChimLid 

a prea Sey neadeaandinde Crecteardeatc Satie. Pomel 

Lipo se (Emtec? Axe ne ath toks— 

tote pert ovay information: De yaa 
Principal. 

: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, clinical report of the patient’s 

illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum 
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

y 
{ a 

I attended rane and Clauss from <f LAGE... 

TA is 
wfiarne Uf =f Fr to Gane The immediate cause of death was...“s 

Mittniat ee 5S 

The contributory cause of death was 

O44 Le A» Cte 

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

F P ' ; P 2 alttod” bor cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? Ys ater t 

Did they follow out your professional instructions? 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of 

C ete Ln. dd ‘a C-6-cle 

have been recorded?...... 7H If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 

which strike you as essential. when Br ects“ wee Asnenaf frv Les aire 
/ 

Oh A tarudew pnheed hx bry pelt, parecaucbionne ohne haar bean 

tahun A mata Ka undo yaot tMntid Di Gert er tedesrel vo 

Mia eaaga A oe setrancg “e Canty Chases Coutd adh ana cteah Z, 

Lhe, if ~ Aecoink 4 Ke age Y Ga bry meade hah a ekertl pet 

areal... kar. prrctrtitad Ni OR, dobhanach... Rs.. Beate #2. PRAIA EM, ly Meaaek, 

dud id rik May prude brbn grin Bin by hen sulin 

Faagraehe ee. og ect, Sect Chases beReten samcfsctael LE Pee ae or 

how pe wo rakertd he Cony wgntnd 1s Ore eww aot am we 

Perici. ete 0. Ml, 2G. Ah. es, cebtnc te, eA Tanta 2 Woah 
4 

tere prlreak trial 7 ta a Sead Annie G 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

a ages eal Ader Ott A. Me. anh @e+Ae 

tukick weoutd be feck mh mer zx 

fig 4 dtp AT het | ¢ Dhan. he ¢ ’ m_ Ca 

Cchere at Ti Age Yt Geare suet ae Cody Claud, ao Muy Canuck 

Better... MM htt g ARR Prete. PR EPR Detect se RAL. ROE AICI... Matte 
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Otro hare and Arcecg 7 ye brstldiniy Jub Chen. Qehret hae abiveyy 
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(Mog t oo ge oe 

Chairman—lIndian Agent. 
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INDIAN AGENT CANADA 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

MINES AND RESOURCES 
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH 

FILE 

Mount Elgin Residential School. 

June 12th.1939, 

Statements taken from persons who witnessed the accident that caused the death of Courtland (Cody) Claus,pupil of the Mt.Elgin 
School on the llth day of June,1939, 

Lloyd Wicholas,17 years of age and @ pupil of Mount Elgin School States that at about 1 P.M, on the llth of June,I was standing at the rear of the main school building in company with two girl pupils,when Ruth Antone told me to look and I turned and seen Something white falling and then I heard a thud and we were about 
sixty feet away. Ruth Antone said that Cody had fallen and we ran around the boiler house to find Cody lying on the ground, Ruth put her hand under his back and lifted him up @ little so that I got hold af him and I carried him into the school building where I placed him on a bed in the first floor dormitory. As we came into the building we met Mrs. Erratt and she called for the nurse and 
told me to put Cody on the bed, 

Witness, Signed, a loud FJ ithalag 
A , 2 J Ce KO 41rCrr< 

Ruth Antone, 17 years of age and a pupil of the Mt. Elgin School 
states that at about 1 P.M. on the llth of June,I was standing 
talking to Lloyd Nicholas and Christine Henhawk at the rear of 
the school building and I looked up @nd seen Cody at the window 
of the 2nd floor dormitory and a little later I turned my head 
again and seen Cody falling. I ran around to where he lay and 
lifted him up a little so that Lloyd could get @ hold of him to 
earry him into the school building. Cody did not move o ery out 
at any time after he fell. After entering the building @ went to 
get hot water at the request of the Matron, 

Witness, Signed. “~ 
P 7 2 - ‘ 

i fet a . \ a4 a4 2 

ae/s 

( 

Christine Henhawk,aged 18 years and a pupil of Mount Elgin School 
states that at about 1 P.M. on the llth of June, I was standing 
with Lloyd and Ruth at the rear of the main building when I heard 
Ruth Say that Cody was falling and I turned and seen him and hié 
body did make a complete turn in the air between the upper and 
lower dormitory windows on the way down. I ran around the boiler 
house to where Cody was lying on the ground and he did did not 
cry out or move at any time. I yeewRuth help Lloyd get Cody in 
his arms and carry him into the school building, 

Witness, Signed, 
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Statements taken from persons who last saw Courtland (Cody) 

Claus on the llth of June and previous to the accident that 

caused his death. 

Lillian George, aged 15 years and a pupil of the Mount Elgin 

Residential School,states that I was an duty to take the meals 

to the pupils confined to the dormitories and I was up to the 

room where Cody was at about 12.20 when I did find him in his 

bed and which time I removed the dishes that he had used to 

eat his dinner from. 

& 

Witness. 
Signed. Ae Lary <Lé wr 

TL vy Artech 

Vella Seth, aged 17 years and a pupil of the Mount Elgin 

Residential School,states that I was on duty and it was 

necessary for me to visit the dormitory in which Cody was 

in bed and that at 12.30 I did see Cody and he at that time 

was in his bed, Previous to entering the room I did hear 

noises like some person running around the room,but Cody 

was in his bed when I entered the room and that is the last 

time I seen him before the accident that caused his death. 

Witness. 
Signed. 

7 
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* CASE NO. = 

Renunst June—11,1939.— 

June 11, 1939. 

VERBAL 

Victoria Hospital 
LONDON 

exam. 

; ; PY - 

X-RAY LABORATORY ie neront { “sranoguarntn 
wo. C.H. 

M. 

P, R. McLeod 
1939. 

X-RAY NO. 44188 
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RenoMre, Cody Claus. June lith, 1939. Victoria Hospital, London. 

Was admitted to Hospital about 3.00 P.M., on Sunday, June llth, 1939, A history was 
obtained of having fallen from a second story window. Child was unconscious at the 
time, on a bent Bradford frame with neck extension. femperature was 104 per Axilla. 
Arms flexed ~- some nystagmus. Pupils dilated - no reaction to light. Respirations 

were deep with slight irregularity and mainly thoracic. 

There was a large swelling eh the right side of the head posterior to the orbit 
with Dieeding from the ears and much mucous in the throat. Patient opened eyelids 
slightly at times. There was also marked twitching of the arms and legs if disturbed. 

The abdomen was somewhat distended. 

It was considered that the child probably had suffered a severe fracture of the skull, 
most likely basillar. Also had a fracture dislocation of the 7th cervical vertebra. 
The patient was practically moribund on admission and the grognosis was felt to be nil. 
Due to poor condition and the fact that the patient was considered to be dying at the 

time, a complete neurological examination was not carried out. 

The X-ray report was as follows:~ "No fracture of the skull was determined, but there 
was a fracture of the body and of the left articular process of the seventh cervical 
vertebra." 
On discussing the case with the Radiologist, he gave the opinion that although no 
fracture of the skull was determined by X-ray, it was probable that the child had a 

fracture of the base, which, of course, would be diagnosed clinically, 

The patient became worse - depth of uncensciousness became deeper and respirations 
became markediy embarrassed, especially during the twitching spells, which were more 
frequent. At 9.00 P.M., left leg showed to be spastic and the right leg flaccid - 
bilateral ankle clonus was present - both pupils were dilated and fixed. Some external 
strabgemus left eye. At 10.30 P.M., breathing was more shallow - pupils fixed - 
twitching much more frequent. 

The treatment consisted of Bradford frame with halter extension, ice cap to the head, 
sponging for fever and restlessness, and stimulation, coramine etc. 

The patient gradually became worse and died about 3.35 A.M., a few hours after 
admissions 

A copy of the X-ray report is attached. 

Diagnosis recorded is Fractured skull (base) and fracture of the 7th cervical vertebra. 

a 

as (te dn eli> 
L, C, Pallis, 
Superintendent. 
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PLEASE QUOTE 

OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT . 2¢ 
INDIAN AGENT OF rie_29 

MINES AND RESOURCES 

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH 

Muncey, Ont., 

Tune 15th 1939. 

year Sir: 

Please find enclosed the repo of a 

Board of Inquiry that was co! ened on the 12th day of 

Tune, 1939, to investigate and report on the death 
une, 1959, ig rep : le de 

f Courtland sody Claus, Pu No. f the ; 

Mount Flgin Residenti scho who died ne 12th 

ijuries re b I I i gs feet Iror 

Along with the report of the Rev. — 

School, the Agency M dical Superintend- 

, will find the clinical report 

Hospital, statements rom > Hospital 

juperintendant; the School matro 
I 

chool nurs iss Stanley and } 

Principal 

ant and my 

from Vict 

ner 

“oner and 

ar an 

our obedient servant 

CER eet 
| 

»DeMoore, Indian Agent. 

Secretary, 

Indian Affairs 

Dept. of Mines 

Ottawa, Ont. 
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8 THE MOUNT ELGIN INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

MUNCEY - ONTARIO 

REV. ©. B. STRAPP, PRINCIPAL 
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Dr. H.W.MeGill. June I3th, 1939, 

Director of Indian Affairs, 

Deptmt. of Mines & Resources, 

Ottawa. 

Ont. 

Dear Sir; 
I regret to report an accident which resulted in the death of 

pupil # 79I Courtland (Cody) Claus of the Brantford Superintendency. 

Cody had been in bed for some days following an infected ear which had been 

discharging pus. On Sunday June IIth.the girls on hospital duty took his 

dinner up to him et about I2,10 P.M.. One of the girls,Lillian George, removed 

his dishes at about 12.25 P.M. and the other girl,Vella Seth,saw him in bed 

at about 12.35-40 P.M... 

It is difficult to fix the exact time when the accident happened but three of 

the senior pupils,Lloyd Nicholas, Christine Henhawk, and Ruth Antone, were 

standing together et the corner of the girls’ play-ground shortly before I,00 

P.M. when they sew him,in mid air, falling.They rushed to where he was lying 
on the ground, picked him up carefully and carried him into the main building, 

where they met Mrs, Erratt our lady superintendent and Miss. Stanley our nurse, 
A call was put in for Dr. MeLeod. Meantime,our nurse took charge of Cody,and as 

he was unconscious,treated him for shock until the arrival of Dr, Mcleod a few 

minutes later. 
Dr. MeLeod advised me that Cody's condition was serious and I telephoned Major 
Randle at Brantford asking him to notify Mr. Jesse Claus. 

Cody was removed to the Vietoria Hospital in London where X rays were taken. 
Little hope was held out for recovery as it was evident that there was brain 
injury end internal hemorrhage. Mr, Clause arrived about 9,00 P.M. and remained 
until Cody died. 
I arranged with our local underteaker,Mr. Harding,to provide a casket and look after 
the body. 

I called a Board of Inquiry with Mr. Agent Moore as Chairman at which Mr. Claus 
was present. The Mounted Police,Crown Attorney;and the Chief Coroner have all 
made their investigetions and the dicision was that the case was accidental and 
an inquest was unnecessary, 
Following the Board of Inquiry I accompanied the body to the home of Mr. Jeese Claus * 

I beg to remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

Principal. 
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@ THE MOUNT ELGIN INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 

/ THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA a 

j 
ook Mi 

| MUNCEY ONTARIO oN affairs Gp, 4 
Mey > 

i098 REV. O. B. STRAPRAPRINCIPAL 

Dr. H.W.MeGill. 
June I3th, 1939. 

Director. 

Indian Affairs Branch. 

Ottawa. 

Ont. 

Dear Dr. MeGill; 

Following my telegram I am enclosing herewith a4 report 

on the accident which happend to pupil # 791 Courtland (Cody) Claus. 

Because of the sad nature of the case I assumed responsibility for the 

funeral arrangements at this end and transportation of the body to the 

home on the Brantford Reserve. 

The undertaker's account, including preparation of the body and supply of 

the casket will be approximately $20.00. I will submit the accounts properly 

certified in due course. 

I trust that you will approve of my action in this matter, 

I beg to remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

eda tee yA 
‘ a fG é 

Principal. 
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Ottawa, 
June 20, 1939. 

yémorandum for file: 

Re: Courtland (Cody) Claus, 
No. 791 Mount Elgin. 
  

The original application form for this boy was 

submitted by Superintendent Randle in a letter 

dated July 8, 1 ‘ The application form stated 

that the boy was 5 years of age and a member of the 

Six Nations Band. 

Official letter of July 15, 1938, was forwarded 

to Major Randle requesting him to state the reason 

for recommending the admission of a boy under age. 

Major Randle replied as follows in a letter dated 

July 23, 1938: 

"T beg to acknowledge receipt of your 7-0-10 of 

the 15th of July in connection with the application 

for admission to the Mt. Elgin Residential School of 

Ivan, Courtland and Lucille Clause. 

"The father of these children is a cripple and not 

able to support them and also the parents are separated, 

consequently it would be in the best interests of the 

children that they should receive institutional care. 

"The reason for application for entrance to Mt. 

Elgin School rather than the Mohawk Institute is 

because it is felt that at that distance from this 

Reserve, the children will not receive constant inter- 

ference from their mother." 

All the above correspondence can be found on file 

7-0-10 N closed, 

Philip Phelan, 
Chief, Training Division. 
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Ottawa, 
June 21, 1939. 

Reverend Sir: 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant with reference to the accidental 

death of Courtland Claus, No. 791. 

This accident emphasizes the fact that 
young children confined to the infirmary should 

not be left alone unless every precaution has 

been taken to prevent any accident. In this 
particular case it would appear that if there 
had been a proper screen in the window the boy 
would not have fallen out. 

No provision is made in the appropriation 
for Indian Education for the funeral expenses of 

pupils at Indian residential schools as such costs 

are usually provided by the school management. 

Yours truly, 

R. A. Hoey, 
Supt. of Welfare & Training. 

Rev. 0.B. Strapp, 
Principal, 
Mount Elgin Indian Residential Sehool, 
Muneey, Ont. 
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Ottawa, 
June 21, 1939. 

Dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 
15th instant enclosing complete reports re- 
garding the accidental death of Courtland Claus, 
pupil No. 791 of the Mount Kigin Indian resi- 
dential sehool. 

Yours truly, 

R. A. Hoey, 
Supt. of Welfare & Training. 

A. D. Moore, Esq., 
iA Indian Agent, 
Muncey, Ont. 
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Division File No... 882. LOTAH4/15 

CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 

Sub-Division Detachment 

Muncey 

Date 

June 12th 1929, 

Re: Cody CLAUS, (Indian) - Brantford, 
Deceased + 
1 NCEY DETACH MENT CASE 

12-6-29 

1. On the above date the writer was 
by the Crown Attorney of the County of Middlesex to 
conduct an investigation into the ath of the above named. 
Who died on the 12th instant as a result of i ijuries 
received in a fall from the second story window of the 
Mt, Elgin Indian Hesidential Se Mun 0 ! g Indian Resic fal School at Muncey nt. on the 
11th instant, sui 

requested 

| 

ate the ipal of the school, 
tervieved e following 

joe hat the boy Cody 
S yrs, had been c¢ ned ris bed on the 
suffering from s Ligt a te He 
bout 1£ ) on thi ate by two girl 
ook hi . 

tant 

seen at   
HENHAWK, : 

school 
3 3 tim 

mY tiately rushed to his 
"Oasciows@., He was carried 
the res@idemt nurse, who 
g-inten 888 Dr, 7,5. 

rie Bsspa 2!’ :: 
iscicoveness at 

ZONCLUDEDs 

fo - The Commissioner, R.C.M.F. 

| 1. PORWARDED, for your 
| CASE CONCLUDED. 

information. 

Toronte (W.Munday) Supt 
| 16-6-39 S/W ° po sis 
| Comdg.*®* Div. 

  

File numbers, heading and marginal reference are to be properly filled in. 
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/CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

Otrawa,...June 19th, 1939, 

Referred by direction of The Commissioner, Royal Canadian 

punted Police, Ottawa. 

The Director, - 
Indian Affairs Branch, . 

Department of Mines and Resources, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 
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CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Memorand: of) an inquiry j the cause and circumstances of the 

Cette: .» Pupil No Clas - 

Anite Indian Residential School at... He 4 

fp Nhat , 
who died ne th at (place) on Aki be Se. 19496 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours .of the pupil’s 

death. 

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 

if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 

A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 

this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 

the Department through the Indian Agent’s office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 

an inquest, which may be required by law 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Form No, 414. 
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury 

2. At what time of day? 10. A.M: 

3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness oemmuaidem? RTE 

Guele [ease 
CARCL RA pe AALQ Kalai 

4. What means were taken to afford relief? Ba? oF ens Uiwna 

Oe Aen, oA ead alin 

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? ArnakK AIT, Q +. 

SoenMs 

6. When was the doctor called? Gk ro NI a 

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? jek 11 A>, By ort tk NAD tek, 

8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? 

9. Add any other useful information here. 

Fo Bdanwnn( Bee Ue, Samat 1.9. Mel. fpamawabnenk 

QS WIA LaLa annns, Asm natnnt Amel, 

nar Qarn sack Sak wy Dad Onan Qs 

AeA VAL ke Lp wktrc . kn Kade Cmoltion . 

Principal. 

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinic al report of the patient’s 

illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum. 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6210, file 468-23, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliotheque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.ge.ca



B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

- ad i 

I attended Helin! P ern from > i A ZS 

to A et MC. oh ; . The immediate cause of death was 

The contributory cause of death was a Se oe 

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? Ge 

Did they follow out your professional instructions? oe 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows:, 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that all essential cireumstances relating to the death of 

lou Chu eco, 

have been recorded? es If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 
/ 

which strike you as essential. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

Chairman—Indian Agent. 
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FACULTY OF MEDICINE 

AWAY AVE. AND WATERLOO aT. 
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* THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO 

LONDON, CANADA 

November 3rd 1944 

Dr. w. V. V. Pardy, 

MI. BRYDGES, Ont. 

Dear Doctor Pardy: Re: Miss Helen Seneca 

Miss Helen Seneca, age 14, was admitted to Staff Medicine on 

October 12th. 

On admission she was very dyspnoeic , had a low grade temperature 

and X-ray of the chest showed consolidation of the lower half of 

the left lung. 

She was put on sulfa therapy and her temperature became normal; 

the dyspnoea continued; the NPN was 211 with albuminuria; the B.P. 

was 160 over 135; her W.C. 20,000. She was given saline and glucose 

intravenously and we were able to t the NPN down to 157, Another 

vortable X-ray of the chest was t n and the lesion on the left 

gide was smaller but infection showed in the right base, 

The patient became edematous and clinically showed signs of massive 

pulmonary edema. Her condition grew steadily worse and she died on 

October SOth. 

ie appreciate Rev. Sopers' assistance in obtaining permission for an 

autopsy for us and the findings of Autopsy were as follows: 

"Chronic pyelonephritis (bilateral); cardiac hypertrophy 

and dilatation; albuminous and fatty degeneration of 

myocardium; pulmonary oedema; lobular pneumonia; acute 

pleuritis (left); pleural effusion, pericardial effusion; 

ascites; subcutaneous oede of legs and vulva; mural 

cardiac thrombi with puriform softening; chronic passive 

congestion of liver and spleen; albuminous and fatty 

degeneration of liver. Multiple chronic duodenal ulcers, 

acute oesophagitis. Double ureter (left) 

Yours very sincerely, 
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J-0 va 
PLEASE QUOTE 

ANADA riebe5— 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

MINES AND RESOURCES 

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH 

Muncey, Ontario, 

December 6th, 1944, 

Attached report refers to the death, at 

the Mt. Elgin Residential School, of Helen Seneca who died in 

the Vietoria Hospital, London, Ontario, October 30th, 1944. 

The report is somewhat delayed owing to 

the fact that the Doctor and the Principal were away, one on 

vacation the other attending a Convention in Winnipeg. 

~ (__—<“Geg.7 W Dow, 
INDIAN AGENT. 

Indian Affaire Branch, 

Dep't of Mines & Resources, 

Ottawa. 
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Ottawa, December 6, 1944. 

Mir. G. W. Down, Indian Agent, Muncey, Ont. 

I desire to acknowledge receipt 

of your letter of the 6th instent, enclosing 

Memorandum of Enquiry into the cause and circum- 

stances of the death of Helen Seneca, pupil 

Wo» 0888, of the Mount Blgin Indian Residential 
. 

Philip Phelan, 
Chief, Training Division. 
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