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32-0-23.

part 1)

Ottawa, May 14, 1936.

Dear 8ir:

file 466-23,

I have your 10B-682/36 of the 12th inatant,
with reference %o the asccldental death of Effie Smith, a
pupll of the Mohawk Institute.

I note that you are holding an enquiry into
the clroumstances of the ascident that resulted in her
death, and I enolose a supply of forms for this purpose.
One copy, properly completed, should be returned to the
Department.

CANADA

(RC 10, Velume 6202,

You should make ocareful enquiry from the
Prinelpal regarding the swings in use at the school,
and ascertain how often they are examined by a member
of the staff and what steps are taken, or will be taken,
to avoid any possibility of an asoldent in the future,

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

Indian Affairs,

Yours truly,

f)’ F ;‘,w/[/

L D.. htﬁorland

olll/ng'lnpt. of Indian Bduecation.

Major E, P, Randle,
Indian Superintendent,
gmtrord, Ont.

Library and Arehives Canada / Bibliothéqus et Archivas Canada
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

Effie Smith , Pupil No...0991....
of the Mohawk Inatitute Indian Residential School at. . Brantford, Ontario

who died at  Brantford, Ont. (place) on . May 11 10 36

1)

part

INSTRUCTIONS

23,

66—

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

file

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,

consisting of himsell as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical

h202,

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. ~These members of the Board shall, in each other's
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottaws, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil's

CANADA

death.

(RG

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked

10, Velume 6
PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

if they wish to make a statement, In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

Indian Affairs.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent's recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach

the Department through the Indian Agent's office

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including

an inquest, which rusy be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Forym No. 414.

Library and Archives Canada ( Biblicineque et Archives Canada
www.colieclionstanada.ge.ca



A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? Waj // = /f-;‘é
2. At what time of day? é .' /JJ p”i
3. When and to whom did he or she report thia illness or accident? é -'/é, ﬂ”‘ M/I-"6
. What means were taken to afford relief? dd‘ﬂ&v Cdm £dadll
. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? /}474&/

66-23,

1
.

»
6. When was the doctor called? é . 2 o /o%' % //_ ’fzé
7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trane-

vatt ... LAl 2N, ,//?7’//. »57 asntaclicesy

, file

02

LT

- If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

school ?

CANADA

Add any other useful information here.

(RG 10, Velume 6

e pode by

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
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Affairs.

Indian

Nore: ﬁ !he deceased pupil dies in hospital # a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a olinical report of the patient’s

illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to lhwﬂg,—,\
)%m . q‘,bm/
4«&

Chinscin 4 o gt //fg'-“w

Library and Asehives Canada | Bibliothiue et Archives Conada
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

Ay ) "= 2
I attended L‘;(f&‘ G 72 /A from ... & /! ¢ e ";’fé
to ?" y - ,0&

The immediate cause of death was

The contributory cause of death was e ok

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

27

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? ;/C—-o

Did they follow out your professional instructions? ,,% T
/
U/

, file 466-

I in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

ann
-\a

your carefully considered views as follows:

CANADA

(RC 10,
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential cireumstances relating to the death of g#(/‘
—_— /
i

have been recorded?

which strike you as essential.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

2’0. /0 /4 Letent m‘_.,«&"

Chairman—Indian Aﬂ"“.—
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, part 1)

Ottawa, May 19th, 1936.

166-212

2, file 4

202

Dear Sir,=

The Department is in receipt of your
10B-888/36 of the l4th inatant, enclosing
memorandum of inquiry into the death of Effie
Smith from injuries sustained in an aceident
at the Mohawk Institute.

The Department would appreciate your
obtaining and fon-rdln' to us the verdiet
rendered at the coroner's inquest, which you
state was held on Friday, last.

l"/!’mu:;‘ g;;ly/ P/

A ¥
A~ Y

[

10, Velume 6
CANADA

(RG

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

Indian Affairs.

Js D¢ Sutherland.
/) Aoting Bupt. of Indian Education.
{

A

L

Major E. P. Randle,
Indian Buperintendent,
Brantford, Ont.
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wiw.collectionscanada.ge.ca




“How long had pole been

the
| |there?” Crown Attorhey Wallace

asked.

“It was there when I nam -:;n.
ears ago, and had been
{vo years before,” Rev, Mr. Snell

" | replied.

“Was it in operation before you
came?” the Crown questioned.

“Yes," the witness answered.

Poinling to what had been a deep

. | crack several feet along the pole at
t | the spot where 1t broke, Crown At~

of Effie Smith :

MAYPOLE VICTIM :

[ ]
ground equipment at the Moh
Inatitute be Inspected every three
months by a competent inspector .,
‘Was made last night (n the verdict s
of the jury at the inguest at the s
Police Station into the death of Ade 7
Ritle Bmith, 13, pupll of the Instl- 3
tute, who was fatally Injured Mon- -
day evening, May 11, when a wheel s,
from a maypole around which she |-
Was swinging with four other giris
foll off and struck her in the abdo-

men.
Dr. Harold Palmer, who conducted .

torney Wallace asked Rev. Mr.
8nell:

“Did you know anything -bout]
the crack originally?” )

“1 never knew it was thare" Rev.
Mr. Snell said.

“1 show you that one side of the
pole where the plece is broken off
is fresh and the other Me Appears
to be old, does it not?" the Crown

uestioned. %
» “Yes, Prom Lhe appearance of it.

“you do not employ & rq-u'l’nr.
carpenter on your staff, do you? |

is maypole was makeshift?"” \

es, {t was makeshift.” |

“Was this wheel, or any part of |

it, considered dangerous by you or

-

yo“'llr :I‘u‘r{!t think any of us ever

thought of danger in connection
with it."

Ul Rav, Mr. Bnell stated tl|:;e w:e
arding & me-
hed been| s | no regulations reg
caused by an Intra-sbdominsl hem- | » | thod of using the maypole and there
orrhage.

was no special grant made by the

It l’ll stated in evidence that the | t | Government for recreational equip-

wheel weighed about 100 pounds and
top of the pole was between 15
and 18 feet from the ground. Molly
Johnwon, Velma Powless and Laura
Davis, who were riding around the |
maypole on & beam with the Smith |
and one other youngster, ap- | |
o give evidence, the Powless l
tating that as the wheel came
they sll fell to the ground and
she felt something strike her on the

red

the girl, who

n sitking next to her on the
o L

-

!_gi E
i

i
2275

!

Library and Aschives Canada / Bibliothéqus et Archives Canada
e collectionscanada go.ca

ment. The Institute was copducted
{|by the Dominion Government and
5 ————mSS
came under the jurisdiction of the|!
Department of Indian Affairs,

JUST ERECTED.

O. H. Lager, Boys' Master at the
Institute, said the wheel had been
erected by him the Priday before
the accident. He estimated fts
weight at about 100 pounds, He saw

the orack in the pole, he sald.

“Did the crack cause you any
worry at all? he was asghked

“No, T thought the two tron bands
(two bands around the pole below
the place where the plece broke off)
wers put there to strengthen ths
pal never thought of any dan-

top of the pole, and the
wheel, with steel chaitis attached to
the wheel and threaded through
ﬁmubo:uu.mm
children hung on to swing, were
oxhibited.

Orowt Attomey Wallace asked

M,
dren

|
|

WERE RIDING BEAM.

n the Town-

tford May 11, 1938,

recommend that the
:‘/::'ym d oquimcm. be inspected
. ree mon
. $cy. by & competent

The jurors were: R. w. Henr

Foreman; Elijah Smith, T, J. Black,
W. J. Springle, Charles Oraddock, &
Oooper and A. Young, Provincial
Officar Carl W. Parrow had charge
of witnesses and the Jury,

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
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Re: Effie SMITH (Indian) - Mohawk Institute,

4, In the evening of May 15th I patrolled to
Brantford, Unt., and attended the Inquest which was held
at the Pelies Station at 8,30 p.m, Coronmer Dr, D.A.
Morrisen presided and the uu!uthn was osondusted by
Crewn Atterney F.E,D, Wallsee, Previneial Constable

0. Farrew had charge of the witnesses and the jury,

The verdict of the Jury was as follews:

"We the undersigned jury @ 1led te inquére
inte the death ef Effie Smith, a pupil eof the Mohawk
Institute, find ahe omme to her death at the Brantford
m-wsn. May 1lth.,1936, from an intra-sbdominal

eaused by being strusk by a wheel frem a ole
which we consider was not safe at the Mohawk Imstitute in
the Tewnahip of Brantford, May 1llth,,1936*

"We also recommend that the playground equipment
be inspected every three months by a competent inspector,”

Se liajor E.F. Randle, Supt, 8ix Nations Reserve
alse attend the Inquest, and is aware of all the facts
in eonneation with this case which was purely acoidental,

-

Expense « Nil.

" /-")/ wyresd S/ ‘epl.

(lr.o.'rrh'n{t) Reg.# 2.
i/e Chsweken Detachment.

To = The Commissioner, R.C.M.P.

Forwarded. A copy of tuis report is being
furnished the Commissioner of the Ontaric Provincial
Police.

CASE CONCLUDEDs

A8 Dr—an g
Torontos Re E« Mercer, Insp. for Supts A.OeDe
20=5=36. C. Comdge "0% Div.

/
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Division Fyle No 36 T 11.80/!
g.v, CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Jivision’ Sub-Division Detachment

Chaweken
Date

May 16%h.,1936,

Effie BNITH (Indian) - Nohawk Iastitute, Brantford,Ont,

~— Xs In the evening of May 1llth I received a telephone
S~ | sad) frop #.% D.Wallase, Orown Attoe at Brantford
ledgquarters advising that @ above named Indian 31-1 had been seriously
injured as the playgrounds of
f th that evening, and had
the General Hospital, Brant-
ford, Ont. He stated the Coremer had been advised, alse
ision iajor Randle, Supt. Six Nations Reserve. lr. Wallace re-
quested that I eome to Brantford immediately gnd meet him
| and Major Randle at the Mehawk Institute.

2. Accordi I proceeded to the Mohawk Institute and
together with e Crown Attorney and lajor Randle obtained
hment the details in cenncetion with the aseident. Owing te the
latensss of the night the shildren who were eye-witnesses
to the acoldent were not interviewed, Next morning I proe-
seded to Brantford and accompanied by Previneial Censt,
C. Farrow interviewed all witnesses in regard to the aceid-
ent,

3. The oireumstances in sonneotion with this death are
as Tollows,

Abeut 6,00 p.m. on the night in question the above
named together with four other ‘"::33“' of the scheol
were playing on a swinging affair is known as the
"Maypole®. The pole iteelf is about 18 feet high and
approximately 6 inches in diameter at the top. A automobile
wheel is attached teo the top of the pole by msans of an
axle about 18 inches long which is inserted in a hele in

the eentre of the pole. Four shains were attashed te the
wheel on to

le with the aid of

r girls who were pushing them. As a result of all

ght being ex “ns ome side the pole split at the top
where the ixXlg uf the wheel fitted inte the pele, whieh
allowed the fxle te coms out of position with the result
that the wheel fell to the ground striking the above namsd
girl on the abdomen. The might weight of the wheel itself
was estimated at 100 pounds and the whole apparatus was a
home-made affair. 1t was ascertained the pele had baen
split at the top previous %o thg agoldent and appeared teo
| have Been oracked for seme tims. <the top of the pole
| togather with the axls and wheel was saken by Cst,parrew
and myself to be used as ““.7 @4 4ke Goroner¥ INngquest,

= Qoentinued ®

Library and Archives Canada | Biblicthéqus et Archives Ganada

wiw_collectionscanada.gc.ca
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L.H, 4A,

LL CORRESPOMDENCE TO BE

THE IONER,
- Royvyal. CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH

1)

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

FiLE No..... 26 D 1050-E~11 OTTAWA, Mey 23rd.,1936.

- e“’
v,

CANADA

file 466-22, part

aen
lid o

Re - Effie SMITH
Mohawk Institute
Brantford,Ont.

Attached is copy of a report
dated the 16th instant received from our
Officer Commanding at Yoronto,Ontario,
regarding the accidental death of the
above named Indian girl.

(RG 10, Volume 6
PUBLIC ARCHIVES
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2, A copy of this report has been
forwarded to the Vommissioner of the
Untario Provincial Police.

Indian Affairs,

Yours truly,

L 1l A

A.H.L.Mellor ,Supt.,
The Deputy Superintendent General, Asst. D. C. I.
Department of Indian Affairs,
0Ot tawa.
Enel.
A/ED
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May 12th, 1986,
- > .

The eretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
OTTAWA, Ontario,

I very much regret to have to report to

you a serious accident to Number 0991, Effie Smith

which occurred last night at 6,15 p.m. and resulted
in her death at the Brantford General Hospital the

same evening.
The Board of Inquiry had already sat,

and Major E., P. Randle will be forwarding to you a

full report,
I may only say that it was purely aecpy

eidental and so far as I can see no blame is to be

attached to anyone,
Your obedient servant,

. #rw)@ .

Prineipal.
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S3R=0=23.

Original on 32-0-1,
V_____——'—-__—

MOHAWK INSTITUTE
RRANTFORD, ONTARIO, May 25 - 36.

Replyihg to
Yoe 82=0=1
May 22-36.

The Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Sir,-

The newspaper report of the inquest re the death of
Bffie Smith, while perfectly fair, hardly gives the right
impression of the part of my testimony which you quote. The
Crown Attorney asked me "Does the Department make a grant for
playground equipment?" and, of course, I answered "NO" but added
that the Department did furnish us with equipment such as balls,
bats, ete. He then asked if our equipment was sometimes homemade
as in the case of the Giant S¢Pide and I answered that it was.
Yo one who heard the evidence could possibly have inferred that
the Department was niggardly in its provision for the pupils.

The court did not think Mr. Lager was remiss, inasmuch

it that the ring around the pole had
been placed there to strengthen the pole where it was checked.
The check, as was shown to the coroner and jury, did not reach
completely to the top of the pole. Had the ring been nearer to
the top of the pole it would have effectually prevented the split

that caused the accident.

as he explained that he took

the mother attached no blame to the
de the request that her little boy
might be admitted next term if there is room for him. 1 have
received a very kind letter written on her behalf, thanking us
for our kindness in connection with the sad ogourrence.

I may say that
management. In fact, she ma

1 shall be glad to furnish any further information

desired.
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) Horace W. Snell.

Principal.
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