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Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

Alvin Oshiw , Pupil No. 232 

of the. Geeilia. Jeffrey. Indian Residential School at... Kemexre. 

who died atte, abeve school (place) on. April, 20th, 

INSTRUC INS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal's notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other's 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil's 

death, 

‘The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 

if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 

A suitable person for this duty would be @ Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 

this duty, onthe Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 

the Department through the Indian Agent's office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including, 

an inquest, which may be required by law. 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Form No. 414,   
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

1. On what date did thie pupil fall sick or suffer injury? Oirad z a 4 496. 

2. At what time of day? 4/4 aut: 

3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? Prrvae Corrina 

4. Whe! means were taken to afford relict? le. Keel.» Lenton wy Phalgeand * Punang 
sett ait 4d Lee... Se 

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? Paar pan 

6. When wae the doctor called? Oferack q “ee 

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

—e 
port? 

8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? Libis pap Y Ve Ie Foon teow... Ate acsrminch Keasaptt 

4s ra VA > vo ae 
9. Add any other i! information hhere. sin 
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Norm: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient's 

illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attac hed to this memorandum. 
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

1 atendoa.Laesn, Dade to hah. BF, IIS 
to Afork 20€F / JF ve iwsnodiate cause of death was 

‘The conteibutory cause of death was. CuLe.../ Arse aHCHQ ton KE 

ankic-Gartattoael. diaketnrasa 
Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?. (49; 

Did they follow out your professional instructions?. fas 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1, Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of Alvece 

have been recorded? fe. If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 

which strike you as essential. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School, 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES 

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH 

Cerilia Peffrey School 
PRESBYTERIAN 

& 

7” Ew, avers 
on 

KENORA, ONT.. April 25th , 193 8» 

Oapt. Frank Edwardes , 
Indian Agent 

Kenora , nt. 

Dear Sir ,= 
Re Alvin Oshie 

The above named *boy’ was left at the school by the mother 

without instructions from me 
The boy's father is dead and the mother has remarried, 

The step-father refu to have anything todo with the above boy 

and the school has given him shelter and food and clothing for 

over a yeer . 
We have not entered his name on the register previous to 

ahaa quarter, the Ohurch having assumed the expense of caring for 

im. 
We have had a new teacher take charge of the room in which 

this boys was and she entered hie name with the others taking it 

for granted he was a regularly enrolled pupil. 

This boy hae never been very strong physically and he con- 

tracted Whooping-cough ,then toneilitis then basal -meningitis and 

passed away ausrne the night of the twentieth of present month. The 

Ohurch provided him with a nurse and in so doing avoided his being 

sent to a hospital in which case there would have been considerable 

expe placed on the Department . 
I amsorry his name appeared on the last quarterly return 

. but I have never been able to comprehend why he was never allowed 

to be admitted a pppil. Hie mother ie a member of our Ohureh, 

hie father was Anglican, and as for his age we have had pupile just 

as young es he. 
Had we turned him out of the school I do not think he would 

have found a welcome anywhere . In view of the circumstances Death 

may have been kind to him . We were very sorry to see him pass away. 

I remain, 
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CANADA 

DEPARTMENT 
oF 

MINES AND RESOURCES 
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH 
Kenora. Ontarios 
29th April, 1 

Divisions 
an Affaire Braneh 

Department of Mines and Resource! 

Ottawa, Ontario. 

The 

Dear Sir 
* Rep: Ying, to your letter #129-3-10 of 2ist instant, 

re Alvin Oshie, 2 Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential School. 

Imelosed please find letter from the Principal, #lso 

a of enquiry into the boys eath. I was away when he died 

jut the report was filled out by the Prineipal and the Doctor 

and I signed it on my returns 

The boy was admitted into the school without our 

geusents fact admission was not appt ed, see Qepartmental 

Letter 3<10 of 2nd November, 1956, We did not even know 

he was in residence, e had instructed the Frineipal to 

send him home 4nd also told the step father he must ake and 

look after hime 

We regret the boy died, but he received better 

care at the school than he would have received had he been 

at home on the Reserves 
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