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Indian Affairs 
School Files 

(RG 10, Volume 6050) 

258-1, part 1 Sydney School - General Administration. 1902 - 

1930 

258-3, part 1 Sydney School = Teachers’ Salaries. 1913 - 1934, 

194d 

258-5, part 1 Sydney School - Establishment - Supplies - Accounts. 

1902 = 1903 

258-5, part 2 Sydney School - Building Maintenance - Supplies - 

Accounts. 1919 - 1930 

258-5, part 3 Sydney School - Building Maintenance - Supplies - 

Accounts. 1930 - 1938 
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( Gorwval (Grr, por Johoel Kaceer 4.0) 

Specifiaations for a School House to be built on 

the Indian Reserve, at ee . 6. F4. 

Description, A one story frame building on a stone foundation 

30 ft by 22 ft, with a porch 5 ft by 10 ft, Height from 

floor to ceiling 12 ft. 

Youndation, Plain rubble masonry I6 itt, thick 3 ft. 6 in, 

high; I ft, above ground and 2 ft 6 in, delew, The outeide 

walla are to be pointed above the ground, A centre wall 

to support the floor joists 2 ft high; I ft above ground, 

and I ft below,ia to be built down the centre of the 

pbuilding. 2 in planking to be laid along the topes of 

all walle,and bedded in mortar to receive the geeate, 

Ventilators, Your iron ventilators are to be placed in the 

outer wall; two on each side of the building, 

Joiate, Floor joiata 2° X 10%; set at 2 feet eaubsec. 

One row of herring-bone braces to be put down through 

the centre of joiate on each side of the centre wall, 

; Ceiling joiate are to be 2° X 6" set at 16 in centres, 

Taeesine, To be I$ in dreaned,tongued and grooved and 

blind nailed, 

Studding, 2" X 4° at 16 in centres; double at all windows, 

doors and corners, 

Wall Plates, 2" X 4” double, 

Walle Outside to be of one inch rough boarding, tar 

paper and drop eitiae. Inside lath and plaster; two 

coata hard finish,except under eesantekine. 

Catedselies. To be put on the lathing after it has received 

one coat of nhaater, To be of double headed sheeting 4 ft 

high,well nailed to studding and lathing. 

Ceiling. Lath and plaster, Two coate hard finsih, A man- 

hole 2 ft by 3 ft fitted with a cover,ia to be placed 

between the joiate in the ceiling in the centre of the 

building, 
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Cupboard, 

M Sone 
Windows, 

Rafters to be 2° X 6" at 2 ft centres; braces 

I* X 6" to be well nailed on the raftera half way up. To 

be covered with rough boarding,tar paper and first clasa 

cedar shingles 44° to the weather; surmounted with weather 

boarde and roll, The eaves and cornice to be plainly 

finished with dressed one inch aturr, 

The foundation, joiatsa,flooring and walla are 

to be the same ac the main building. The raftere for the 

roof 2" X 4" without ceiling joiate; braced half way up 

with I® X 6" bracen; thease with the ends of the raftera 

will form the ceiling, Ceiling to be lathed and plastered 

with twe coate hard finish; The roof to be covered the 

same as the main building. 

A plain belfry is to be conatructed on the roof 

at the front end of the building,aa shewn on the Plan, A 
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hole for the bell rope is to be made through the roof, 

and the ceiling into the school room; both holes are to be 
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boxed, 

fo be of well burnt brick one brick thick, To 

commence on the top of a cupboard 7 ft high, To be neatly 

finished above the roof,as shewn on the Plan, To be well 

plastered within,and the portion én the schoolroom to be 

plastered on the outaide,the same as the walla, A pipe 

hole with thimble,is to be placed in the schoolroom at 

two feet from the ceiling. To be fitted with a soot box 

and door, 

The sides and back of the cupboard are to be of 

2" plank, It ia to be fitted with shelves one foot 

apart, and provided with a plain battened door and lock, 

fo be in two sashes; four lights 16 in square, 

in each enthi, The upper sash fixed,the lewer one to 

raine,to be fitted with proper fasteners, The gable is 

to have the circular window (or a square window) shewn 

on the plan, unglaszed,and fitted with plain I* X 6° alates 

Deora  



“te 

The two doors required at the porch and achool- 

room are to be 2 in panelled doers 3 ft by 7 tt. The 

porch door is to have a fan light with two lighte,aa 

ahewn on the Plan, 

arese. fo be built to the porch,as shewn on the Plan, 

Platgorm, The portion of the floor shewn an the platform 

on the Plan,is to be raised 6 inches, 

Backbeards, The spaces on the rear wall between the cup- 

peard and each side wall,are to be painted on the 

plaster,with prepared blackboard paint,3 ft 6 in high, 

from the top of the wainscoting. 

Two coats of good linseed oil lead pean. 

The outside white,with neutral tint facings, All inside 

wood work, light aren, 

A good, plain, substantial building,complete in 

every reapect,in to be erected,of sound materials,and 

good veveniaathe. It is to be aubject to the inapection 

and approval of the Indian Agent in charge of the Cela 

Indian Reserve, 
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225,264 

Ottawa, 24th July, 1902. 

Memorandum : 
——— Deputy supt .General,-— 

With reference to tie proposed 

8-
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letter, under, to the Rev.D.McAdam as to the 5 

construction of a school-house at Sydney, I 

veg, to say that Dr.Kendall, M.P., desired to 

be commnicated with before any action was 

taken as to the construction of this build- 

ing, as he Pr wa think, to name some 

one te do the work, He was written to some 
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tine ago in regard to this and tlhe drain 

which it is proposed to construct on the re- 

serve, but no reply has been received, 

It is customary to place such mat-— 
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ters in the hands of the Agent and ask for 

tenders. 

Secretary ,  
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Ottawa ABth July, 190%, 

Revd Sir, 

Referring to your lettor of the A3rd instant, 

I veg to inform you that tho Nepartment han written to it 

Arthur 8. Kendall M,P,. in rercard to the proponed constrution 

Indian 
of the school house at Sydney ,and also ta in rogara to 

the sanitary improvemente .Woen a reply has been received 

from Hy Kenall you will be oommumicated with in the noattem. 
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Your obediont servante 
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Pevd D, MacAdan, 

Indian Asont, 

Sydney, 0.8.1.5. 

 



Ottawa, BAth Jury, 1909. 

With vefepance to the letter previously addressed 

to you on the mibjeot, I havé tha honour to Anform you that 

$700.00 has bean appropriated for the construetion of a nohood 

house at fyfney. This anount hacane available an the lst of 

the praaant monthe ff shall be gla@ Af yon wild kindly advise 

the Derartnent at your earlgent convenience of the name of 

the paraon who shold undertake the work, I may acd that 

the Indian Agent, Mr. MaoAdam, haa written the Department 

that he thinks it wall to have the work proceeded with at an 

early date, Before taking action I shail awaat a reply. 

1. Jorn mm of $1,000.00 was Aino 

appo for sanitary improevanenta ani is now available. 

I shall be glad to hear from vou in regard to tia porsona 

YU Would suggest ahonid he given Ansatruothons to carry ont 

this wo@k ag weil an that firat mentioned, 

Arthur Kendal, Brey Me Day He Poy 

Sydney, 0.Be, 
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OTTAWA, Sth Auguat.,1902 

Sir, 

I nave the honor to call your attention to m 

letter of the 28th ulto. in which you were advised 6f 

the appropriation of $700.00 for the construction 

of a schoolhouse at Sydney and requested to inform 

the Department ofthe name of the person who should 

undertake the work. As the season is advancing and 

the school cannot be opened until the building is 

C
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completed,I shall be glad if you will favor me with 
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an early reply. ‘ 
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Your obedient servant, 

BF ming 

Seoretary 

Arthur Kendal), Rea. M.D. iM? 

Sydney, 

Cape Breton. ; 

a.8.  
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Je De McLean, Eaqe, 

Secty. Indian Department, 

otTAW he 

Dear Sir:— 

In reply to yours of July 89th, let me say thet I think 

you might put both epgrepriations—§700. for the sshesl house 

ané $1000. for sanitary purpeses on the Indien Reserve—in the 

hands of the In@ien Agent, Rev. Mr. McAdam. I think it will te 

Aifficult to have the sanitary work gone by tenéer or contrest, 

and as the reverend gentleman nened is « practical ann of affeire 

1 think you he@ better allow him to have the oversight of the 

eqpentitere, vaseh 1 can cavere you wits bce entiafustory 

matter. 

Yours truly, 
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OTTAWA,28th August,1902 

sir, 

I have the tonor to acknowledge the recoipt af 

your letter of the 7th instant,which only reached 

the Department to-day md bears the Sydney post-mark 

of the 26th instant; and in reply I beg to inform 

you that the Department has acted on your suggest= 

fom ta place the appropriations for the erection of 

the mew schoolhouse and the oarrying on of the sani- C
A
N
A
D
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tary work contemplated on the Sydney reserve,in the 

hands of Rev. D.M:MacAdam,Indian Agent at that place. (R
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Your obedient servant, 
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Secret ary 

ur Kendal),Req.M.D. “P, 

Sydney, 

Cape Breton, 

4.8.  



Rev.D.M.Machém., 

Indian 

Sar, 

In connection with previous correspondence re- 

lative to the erection of a new schoolhouse on the 

Sydney reserwe,I beg to enclose herewith plan and 

apecifieations for a building whioh, it is thought, 

will meet the requirements. The amount provided for 

this work is $700.00, which is considered to be quite 

sufficient to cover the cost of the building with : 

he mecnge ay tygstare, sp ioegne me outbuildings. ~~ 

I should like you to give this matter ,our 

immediate attention as it is desirable to have the 

building erected as soon as possible id that there 

may be no delay in opening the school. 

If you think it adwieable to oall for 

tenders you may do oe. 

The matter of sppointing a teacher will 

have to rest until arrangements are made for providing 

the tuilding,whioh should be placed on a suitable 

site on the reserve. 

Your obedient servant 

Agent, : 

Spéney 0.3. 

5.8. 
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OTTAWA, 19th September, 1902 

Rev. Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 15th instant 

relative to the erection of a new schoolhouse on the 

Sydney reserve,i beg to say that in view ef your 
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statement that you are unable to obtain tenders from 

reputable builders for this building for lens them 

$700,00,you may olose with a reliable man for this 
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amount. 

You will be oxpected to supervise the work P
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and ace that it is carried out in accordance with the 

plans snd specifications already sent you. As the 

seanon is getting late the Department would like you 

to attend to this matter at once, 
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When the building i@ nearing completion, the 

question of equipment will be dealt with. 

Your obedient servant, 

J.D: MC LEAN, 

Rev. D.M.Machdam, 
Seoretary 

Indian Agent, ‘ 
Sydney ¢.B.  
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Ottawa, LM Octoher, 1902, 

Rev. Siry- 

In reasiy to your latter of the ish} instant, 

regarding the pronosad araction of a now anhool house 

On the Sydney Reserva, I heg to Ancor ven that the De 

Partnant da whlaws to make ocvenaem te 78% on the cost of 

the work done an receipt of progress estanates auy 

CertAttian by yo, 

: / 

lf) / 

* 
Your ohaeitet servant 

A s 

ane 
Asst. Searetary. 

Rove D,iiehMoadan, 

Indian Agent, 

Syciney pO Be, 

N.S. 
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OTTAWA, 11th Decembor,3902 

Rev.ir, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the “rd instant asking for authority to purchase 

& above to be used for drying the plaster in the Rew 

schoolhove? at Syimy,0.%.and also for the srection 

of ovt-houses; snd tn reply I beg to say that it 

will he neosazary for you to forwerd a copy of the 

sontreat 1 with “Mm 2,0 MeMillem for the erection 

of thi bvildinz,so that the Department may be in a 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

position to ascertain who is responsible in this 

P
U
B
L
I
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A
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E
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I
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E
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P
U
B
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matter,as 2 etoye which would be used for drying 

(R
G 

10
, 

Vo
lu
me
 

60
50
, 

fi
le

 
25
8-
5,
 

pa
rt

 
1) 

plaster would not be fit for heating the schoolroom 

afterwards, 

An estimate of the probable cost of the out- 

buildiges should also be furnished as well asp a 

‘I
nd
ia
n 

A
f
f
a
i
r
s
.
 

statement of the number of desks required for the 

aquipment of the building. 

Your obedient servant, 

(iD: mo LEAN 

Rev.D.M,MeAdam, Secretary 

Indian Agont, 

Sydney CB. 

N.S.  
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25.00-for outbuildings and 

ee sdgeks for the new schoolhouse at Sydney C.B.# This “FLOORS 

f 
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~4§ ‘ceseeary expenditure , 
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OTTAWA, 22nd January ,1903 

Rov.Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 12th instant with reference to the 

provision of outbuildings and desis for the new 

schoolhouse at Sydney,C.B. In reply I beg to say 

that an out-house,8 x 16 feet,such as described 

by you may be built,s! ingled and painted at a cost 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

of $75.00 You may also have the requisite number of 

desks made to seat twenty-four pupile,the cost of 

(R
G 

10
, 

Vo
lu

me
 

60
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, 
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5,
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P
U
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which should not exceed $50.00. 

Regarding other class-room Xm supplies, 

such as books,slates,blackboards,cte, the Department 

will require a requisition to be made out on the 

In
di
an
 

A
f
f
a
i
r
s
.
 

proper form,a supply of which is enclosed herewith, 

giving full information as to the numberef pupils in 

attendance. 

Your obedient servant, 

Rev. D.M.MocAdam, 
Secretary 

Indian Agent, 

Sydney,C.B. 

N.S.  
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t, that the material has been supplied, the work perfopuC@uaay 
e has been incurred legitimately and thet each item gt  
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tb dr: 9 

Ottawa Slat Tamiany, 1903, 

With Cheque, 

Referring to your Lotter af the 19th instant, as 

(oat @ i) 

I anelose noravith chaque No A 507 amounting 40 & BO 00 

in favour of Mr RD, MoMiilan , peing %%5 per cent of the 

amount of tie contract awarded nim for the erection of 

an Inedan Senool at Sydney 6,8. The} Wlance will be pada 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

when thé Maiicing ts co mioted, 
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Your obodtoent nervante 

In
di
an
 

Af
fa
ir
s.
 

Saaratarye 

MoAdam, 

Indian Agont, 

Sydney, © RNS. 
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