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Indian Affairs 
School. Files 

(RG 10, Volume 6039) 

File 159-5-1, part 1 West Coast - Wyah School - General Administration. 
1911 - 1915 

File 159-5=5, part 1 West Coast - Wyah School - Building Maintenance - 
Supplies - Accounts. 1910 - 1916, 1923 

File 159-6-5, part 1 West Coa Nitinaht School - Building Maintenance - i 
Supplies - Accounts, 1893 - 1895, 1902 ~ 1914, 1919 

File 159-6-7A, part 1 West Coast - Nitinaht School - Agents reports. 

1915, 1922, 1933 

File 159-12-1, part 1 West Coast - Ohiet Numukamis School - General 
Administration. 1893 - 1896, 1912 - 1915 

File 159-12-9, part 1 West Coast - Ohiet Numukamis School - School Land. 
1899 - 1902 C
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File 159-14-1, part 1 West Coast - Dodgers Cove School - Administration - 
Teachers. 1901 - 1902, 1909 - 1915 

. 

5 
d 
wy 
a 

d a 
* 

5 
3 
@ 
5 
3 
> 

« 
° 
a 

& = 

P
U
B
L
I
C
 

A
R
C
H
I
V
E
S
 

A
R
C
H
I
V
E
S
 

P
U
B
L
I
Q
U
E
S
 

File 159-14-9, part 1 West Coast - Dodgers Cove School - School Land. 
1899 - 1900 

File 159-14A-1, part 1 West Coast - Bamfield Boarding - School - General 
Administration. 1909 - 1910 

File 159-31-1, part 1 West Coast ~ Clayoquot (Opitsat) Protestant Schoo. 
General Administration. 1897 - 1898, 1904, 1909 - 1910 
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File 159-31A-1, part 1 West Coast - Clayoquot (Opitsat) Roman Catholic 
School - General Administration. 1896 - 1897, 
1914 - 1916, 1928   

159-31A-5, part 1 West Coast - Clayoquot Roman Catholic School - 
? Establishment. 1897 ey took 
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Convener: 
A DD. 

wear = Presbyterian Church in Canada 2 
SS ee FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE Ass't Secretary. 

® ? y (WEsTEAN OIVISION) 439 Centedaration ite Building 

i 33 7220 Phone Main 3783. 

Fnsonte 70d, 12th. ,1909. 

Mr. Frank Pedley, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa, Ont. 

Mission work amongst the 

Gove has been exceedingly embarrassing. The Band has been for years 

Cor 
dividda into two sections,- Numuckarms and Dodgers. The freynent 

changes from place to place have necessarily impaired school work, 

Since Bamfield hes begun to grow a sodtion of the Bend is moving 
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there and all threaten to move. In addition to this the merchant 

who had a store at Dodger's Cove has moved to Bamfield and on that 
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account the steamer that used to call regularly at Dodger's Cove 

has ceased to call. This leaves Mr. fobn Ross, the missionary, 

not only isolated, but unable to secure attendance at the school, 

He writes that the only hope of caring for these children 
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is a Boarding School, and in this Mr. Neill, the agent, supports 

him. A omall Rourding School capable of accommodnting about 20 

children with possibility of enlargement, if necessaryy would 

meet the situation. 

I am instructed in view of these coniitions to write 

the Department asking whether or not they would be willing to 

mthorize a Boarding School at Bamfield allowing the usual per 

capita grant, an? also whether a grant in aid of builting would he 

of suiteble 
allowed, Mr. Ross who is himself a carpenter sent plans 

pbuilding which he estimates would cost about #2000,00 

Trusting this will receive favourable consideration, I am, 

Yours sincerely 4 

UE Coos   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca
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Ottawa, ,ebruary 22, 1909. 

Rev. S8re- 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th inst., reporting the unsatisfactéry condition 
©f the Ohiaht day school at Dedger's Cove, B.C., owing 
the the unsettled habits of these Indians, who are constaat- 
ly moving from place to piace, and recommending the establish= | 
ment of a boarding sohoel at Bamfield. 

In reply I beg to say that Department is not 
at present in a position to deal with this Proresition 
and it thinks it would be inadvisable for your Church te 
inour any expenditure in the erection of buildings until 

British Columbia sohool pelioy ie finally settiea, 

t 

Rev. R. P. Mackay, D.D., 

Seoretary, 

Foreign Mission Committee ofthe 

Presbyterian Church in Canada, 

Toronte, Ont. 
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Convener: REV. R. P. MACKAY, D.D. 

ach “ard Presbyterian Church in Canada EV. 4.8, ARMSTRONG, MA 

ee aamees SUrEne FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE ‘Ass't Secretary. 
430 Confederation Life Building 

Toronto. 
2 2, 9 2 2) forone Main 3783. 

{ Frenrde Bob. 24th. ,1909. 

(WESTERN DIVISION) 

(yin. 337220 

WV Vv ~. 387941 Roy, 
itr. Aptean @ @ & 

Ottawa, Ont. Ng= 

Dear Sir:- 

Yours just received in which you recommend that no 

expenditure for buildings be made at Dodger's Cove or Bamfield 

until the B.C. echool policy is finally settled, This commends 

itself to my own judgement. While the interests of the Indians 

there demand attention yet it is important that in the consideration 

of the new policy the conditions be left as they are. I trust 

the Department will find a wise solution to this exceedingly 

aifficult problem. 

Yours sincerely, 

RPM/MBA. HO let co 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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REV. Was d, MARTIN Presbyterian hurch in Canada REV. R. hel Soha Dp. 

FORCIGN MISSION COMMITTEE ada) laa 
i (weeTenn oIVvision) 439 Confederation Life Building 

Branttora. 

tg te fa Pheah Male 8: 

Garand October 29th. ,1909. 

partment of Indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

iy dear sir:- 
Yours of the 27th., 119469/1 just received, I am 

so glad to receive the endorsation of the Department as to 
appointments already made. We are looking for one for Ucluelet 
and have not succeeded, nor have we succeeded in getting a principal 
for Ahousaht. There is one candidate who has had some experience 
in Indie work, and is recommended, but his letter does not indicate 
to me that his knowledge of English would justify his appointment 
as the teacher of a school. He may be competent in many ways, and 
yet there is hesitation. We would regret very much if that school 
fell from the good standard already secured, 

Re Dodger's Cove. You will remember the correspondence 
we had with the department some time ago asking that a grant might 
be made for the erection of a Boarding School at Bamfield, which 
was declined, because of the possible changes that might be made 
in Indian administration. It does not seem worth while appointing 
a teacher to Dodger's Cove along the old lines, inasmuch as they 
have moved away largely toward Bamfield, and are likely in the 
future to make that the centre. Mr. Ross when he left there stated 
that he did not think it was worth any man's while spending his 
time at Dodger's Cove teaching a day school. Our Board did not 
feel itselg able to proceed with the Boarding School, although 
a@ very modest one was deemed sufficient. The plans have been sent 
as prepared by Mr. Ross and seem inka igs It was thought that 
@ $2000.00 grant woulf have sufficed to establish there a small 
boarding school that would ter very useful amongst that tribe. 
If it were possible to reconsider the Department's action it would 
be gratifying to us, because we do not wish to discontinue a work 
that has been so long carried on and with considerablp results, 

I expect to be in Ottawa on Tuesday of next week 
in connection with the W.F.M.S. Presbyterial meeting. I shall 
make an effort to call on the Department and would be glad to 7 
know your views, 7 treo 

Yours faithfully 
RPM/MBA. be Co PY 
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SS 
Ottawa, November 5th, 1909. 

Rev. Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 29th ultimo, in reference to the appoint~ 

ment of a teacher at Ucluelet and of a principal at 

Ahousaht, and also the establishment of a boarding school 

at Bamfield. 

with reference to the appointments referred 

to the Department trusts, as it has already intimated, 

that you will be able to secure the services of com- 

petent men for these positions. 

As to the establishment of a boarding school 

at Bam¥ield I beg to refer you t@ previous correspondence 

po 9 subject, and to say that the Department can C
A
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rd make no change in its attitude towards this question at 
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ur present. 

oa yf Your obedient servant, 
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ROVe Re Pe Mackay, DeDey 

Secretary, 

Foreign Mission Committee of the 

_ Presbyterian Ohurch in Oanada, 

Toronto, Ont.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.ge.ca



437.220 
: / 

Mxtract from letter from Rev, R, P, MacKay re appoint- 

ment of Miss Johnston to Dodger's Cove, 

Toronto, April 6th, 1910. 

She would at any rate keep the work in hand 

until some further step in advance istaken along the lines 

suggested to the Department, that is the establishment 

of a boarding school at Bamfield, That must be, I presume, 

the final solution of that mission if 1t 1s to be made a 
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success, TI would like to know your judgment in this matte 

also that I might write to the B, C. Committee vefore final 
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(Signed) R, P, MacKay, 
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337220 

Ottawa, April gth, 1910. 

Sir, 

During the past year the authorities of the 

Presbyterian Church approached the Department with a view 

to having established a boarding school at Bamfield for the 

Indians of the Ohiaht Band, 

The Deparment would like to have a full report 

from you upan the school work as conducted at present by 

the Presbyterian Ohurch in this district with your views 

as to whether the needs of the children would be better 

met by a boarding school situated at a central point than 
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by the day schools as at present, 

I may add that the appointments of Miss B, I, 
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Johnston as teacher of the Dodger's Gove school, which 
\ 
ye: been Closed for sometime, and of Mr, Vanderveen to 

the Ucluelet school have been approved, 
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Your obedient servant, 

A, W, Neill, Msq., 
Indian Agent, 

Alberni, BO.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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AN AGENT'S OFFICE, 

363448 

Referring to your letter of... WMA 6 aoe nnennn fe 

No....8827220,..aeking for information re the school 

gituation among the Ohiat Indiana,! beg to report as follespy— 

fhe Presbyterian Chutoh nave maintained,or have been supponed to 

“do ep ,4 teacher among thie band for nome ten years or se,past. 

The tehohar teught day sehoo] when the pupils were avilable. 

For long intervals annetimer lastins over a year and more ata 

tite ,there wan no teacher and the work done was entirely lost. 

Then ahothe® teaches? would be sent and another spasmodic effort 

nade.If ths werk ta to he continued along these lines ,then cer 

-tainly a Boarding school would he better as the Church would have \ 
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to keep some kind of a staff contimuously on the ground. 

Some tine ago when Mr. ons wae there he applied to the Church 

for peymission to start 1 small boarding achool and at that time (RG
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I would have endorsed his application, Since then conditions have 

changed.Mr,Resas has gone away,There has been 4 change if the 

prinoipalehtp of the Alberni school and the new principal, Kr .W oA. 

Hendry, since resigned, induced an Ohiat man to sign in two of his 
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children into the Alberni Roarding achool.It is to be heped that 

the ice once broken,others may follow his example, he 

Am Alberni school has a grant for 50 pupils and has never been 

able to fill up to that musher and as Alberni is only seme 35 

miles from the Ohiat reserves and mostly inside ,i.@.Anooth, 

water,it would seem as if it was the natural solution for the 

Ohiats te patronise the Alberni Boarding school,helped eut by a 

The Secretary, 

Dept.of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa,   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 

www.collectionscanada.gc.ca



(9) 264648 
Noor canducted day school on their reserves. 

The number of children of school age among the Ohiats is now 

about 28,two of whom are in the Alberni Boarding school,0f 

the 28,experience in similar cases lead one to expect that a 

legal Boarding school would get about 17 oy 18 pupils,which is 

rather a small number for a Boarding school. 

The Church have now got two day schools and two teacher's houses 

on the Ohtat reserves,one each at Dodger's Gove and at Numukamis. 

If they would manfingm pay salaries to induce competent people 

to undertake the work and stay at 1t,] think for the present at 

any rate under ali the present conditiona,that it would he as 

well to retain the day school system there and let the teacher 

try and induce the older children to spend a4 vear or #2 at Alberni 

Boarding school. 

I may mention here a constant source of trouble in connection 

with getting Indians to sign in their children into boarding 

schools. 

By the ruler of the Nept.s child gan be kept in until it is 18 

years old,That ,in this Agency at least,is too long. 

These people have lived for centuries in the open air.A child aahin 

taken into 4 school at 8, spends ten years in the achool.After that 

its constitution is so weakened thet it has no vitality to 

withetand digsease.These Indians come to maturity so much seoner 

than whites that it is like keeping white children in a boarding 

school until they are 22 or 23, 

It leads to immorality among the children unlers they are watched 

like convicts.It leads to atjeorts of concealed bargains hetween 

Indian parents and principals who, anxious to get children in,are 

pressed to promise the parents that they shall cet their child 

out in a specified number of years,often four or five. 

Then ¢ the parent has neglected or been unable to make this 

private arrangement with the principal,he will atat? when his 

poy or girl is ahout 15 vears old and perjure himself and suhorn 

all his friends to do the same in an effort to convince me that 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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(3) 253448 

Ayre enild 16 18 vears old and should therefore be dimaharged, 

I think that all the achool principals agree that 18 veare is 

too old,If the Dept.would allow the children to leave when they 

are 15 or even 16 or hetter rxtili allow the parents to sign them 

in for a specified time eay five years or seven years according 

to age at admission,! an sure that more children would attend tehe 

Boarding sahoola,that leas deaths vould take place among the 

pupiis ane more eapectally among the ex-pupile, and I think that 

for the firet generation Mam from what ‘s# practiaally harbarian, 

the children should learn enough in five years to fit then for 

life on their reserver as they wil) find 1t during their life~ 

~time and the next geiteration can he taught more and longer. 

I would also recommend that a quarterly inspection of each 

individual pupil be made by the mediaanl officer,not a casual 

glance round the room muiyor children but have their lunge 

nounced’ wat on the first systema of tubercular trouble, let the 

child be sent on sick leave for a time,very often ( at that earty 

stage) ensur&ing complete recovery for the sick child and mitt 

always at the least, guaranteeing freedom from infectien for the 

other children, 

For the present therefore, I would recommend the contimance of 

the day school on the Ohiat reserves provided a teacher oan be 

Kept there regularly, 

I note the appointment, mentioned in the last paragraph of your 

letter, of Miss Johnson as teacher there.Miss Jolinsen did good 

work in charge of the Alberni Boarding school many years ago 

but I fear she will find the position a very difficult one,a sel- 

-itary woman alene among these Indians and with no white person 

within seweral miles and absolutely cut off by water from heing 

able to communicate even with them in case of necessity. 

Your obedient servant, , 

Or The . 
Indian Agent. 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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