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File 158-3-5, part 1 Stikine Agency - McDame Roman Catholic School. 

Building Maintenance - Supplies - Accounts - 

Administration. 1932 ~ 1946 

File 158-10-1, part 1 Stikine Agency - Roman Catholic Seasonal School 

Establishment - Johnston Village. 1941 - 1942 
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Q. OF THE 
IAN AGENT CANADA 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

MINES*ANS RESOURCES Stikine, L, OS ARS AE Telegraph Creek. B.C. 
April 15 th, 1941. 

Re:- APPLIED for. R.C. Mission Winter Seasonal 
School. JOHNSTON VILLAGE. S.TESLIN LK. 

In an interview with His Lordship Bishop Coudert 0.M.I.in 
Atlin. B.C, February 25 th last, at the suggestion of 
Rev Father Drean. 0.M.I, His Lordship suggested that a 
winter School be opened up on the Indian Heserve at the 
mouth of thé Jennings River = being at the south end of 
Teslin Lake, Again it is mentioned that the "Line" be- 
tween the Yukon and B.C, cuts Teslin Lake in half -north 
and south. His Lordship stated that there were 56 peo- 
ple on this Reserve during the winter months. 

Attention was given this application, or suggestion, but 
it was not reduced on paper as an Application. 

It was pointed out that the indians of that Reserve were 
mostly of the Church of England Faith, and that their 
children attended the Teslin Post School during the sum- 
mer months. That nearly all the Johnston Families who 
have houses at Johnston Village, took their families out 
trapping up the Jennings river, and were not at the Ville 
age all the winter long. Also that no children would go 
to school all the year around, and that the summer school 
at the Teslin Post was good and wanted, so that the child 
ren could have something to do, and keep out of harms way, 
No requisition has been received from the Indians as a 
Band, but that might be expected this summer, when the in 
spection of that point takes place. No doubt Father brean 
has suggested sucha movement, under favourable colours, 
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His Lordship was asked as to the number of indians they 
considered of their Church, and as he did not know, Fathe: 
Drean was given the Census List to mark, which he did, 
The result was that out of 149 persons at Teslin Post 
(or near abouts) he claimed 72 as R.C's and 19 doubtful- 
but that had stated they would be R.Cs. leaving 58 to be 
considered as of the Church of Ingland, 

It was pointed out that ere he arrived in Teslin, all 
these indians attended the Church of ingland Mission and 
all their children attend the school, This was not denied 
but an expressive shrug of the Rev “ather's shoulders, was 
all the reply obtained regarding such a state of affairs, 

Therefore it is considered that this suggested seasonal 
school, be laid in abeyance until Inspector Coleman can 
visit Teslin Lake and see for himself how matters stand, 
From the point of view of the Indian's correct living - 
that these children must be taught trapping ete -the 
summer school facilities now in operation at Teslin Post, 
or that could be arranged there, are sufficient for the 
time being. 

The Secretary I am Sir, 
Indian Affairs Branch 
pr Mines & Resources, Your obedient seryant, 

A OTTAWA. Aerrper ee — 

Harper ‘Reed Indian Agent.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca
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Dear Sir: 

I desire to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter of the 15th instant with reference to 
the establishment of a seasonal school at Johnston 
village. 
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As no funds were provided in our 
exgrepvietice for the current fiseal year for a 

sc! at this point favourable consideration 

cannot be given to the matter. ‘shen Inspector 
Coleman arrives at your Agency the whole situation 

should be further investigated and a report sub- 

mitted to the be: nt order that at some 
later date the advisability of conducting a 

seasonal school at this t may be considered. 

Yours truly, 
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Supt. of Welfare fe Training. 

Mr. Harper Reed, 
Indian Agent, 
Telegraph Creek, 5.C.   
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Dear Sir: 

I enclose, for your information, a copy 

of a letter received from Indian Agent Harper Reed, 

also a copy of our reply. As you are aware there 

are several seasonal schools in operation in the 
Stikine Agency. When Inspector Coleman visits 
this Cg Aer summer he should fully investigate (RG
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the work t is being done at these seasonal 
sehools. You are aware of the condition of our 
funds and while we have no desire to curtail 
seasonal schools if they are doing effective work 

at the same time the situation at each place shoula 

be carefully studied in order that we may be 
assured that the seasonal school justifies the 

expense that is being incurred. 
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Yours truly,   
reek 

supt. of iN. emt. 7 coPy 

Major D.M. MacKay, 
Indian Commissioner, 
P.O. Box 70, 
Vancouver, B.C.   
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(DIAN COMMISSIONER j 
DRITISH COLUMBIA 

INDIAN AEEAIRS 

Pp CANADA 

IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO } Saray Yoh 

xo 15/12/1870 f /}| MINES AND RESOURCE 
AISO TO DATE OF THIS ugar ay \ 

Dear Sir: your File 156-10-1. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

of the 26th ultimo with reference to Mr. Indian Agent 

Reedts letter of the 15th ultimo regarding the opening 

of a seasonal school at Johnston Village in the vicinity 

of veslin Lake. In reply, I would advise that it is the 

intention of Mr. Inspector Coleman to visit this agency 

in the latter part of August and he will investigate the 

work being done by the seasonal schools in this district. 
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yours faithfully, 
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Por D.lM.Mackey, 
Indian Commissioner for B.C. Bi
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fa
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The Secretary, 

Indian affairs Branch, 

Department of Mines & Resources, 

ottawa, Out.   
Library and Archives Canada / Biblioth i jue et Archi 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca a es Canada  



Stikine Agmoy. 

In regard to school under different 

religious auspices ously recognized for the Band 

in question, is wuld no doubt depend largely umer the 

ecircumstmoes, but I am of the opinion that such defections 

should not be officia encouraged. The possibility of such 

general apostocy rally arises in this Province as a 

result of —) y Protestant churches in their field of 

endeavour. . Sempson will make a careful and unblassed 

investigation on the ground as soon 45 the Indians re-assenble 

and report on his findings with recommendation. 
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While it was not brought to my attention by la, Heod 

1 of the school files late in inspection b: ft @ perusa 
to light Departments letter of april 2th, 1 « File LOW1 

stating that the mtter would be investigated during uy inspect~ 

jon visit and a report mde in order that at some later date 

the advisability of comiudcting a seasonal school at this 

point may be investigated. 

apparently this is an anglican mission and that the 

Indians are baptized into that faith, but that «a Noman 

Catholic mission has opened up there claiming to have swung 

abovt half of the tribe over to their faith and that “a 

Ss to ppen up 2 seasonal school under their 

auspices. 

» 
fi
le
 
15

8-
10

~1
, 

pa
rt
 

1 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

In the first place there are serious doubts as to the 

atatus of these I — whether they belong entirely or in 
or (RG
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to this agency othe Yukon ferritory. ff latter 

t will necessarily bo a mtter for consideration and report 

by the Indian gent at Dawson, as it is outside this 

Inspectarate. at the time of writi this report it is 

open to question whether I will be able to investigate the 

matter on the ground owing to the lateness of the season 

and that the Iniians had scattered to their traplines before 

I arrived inthe agency. If any information can be secured 

this section of the report will be suppjemented. 

Inestigating the status of Indians at Lower, or Liard 

Post I find satrly definite evidence that at least half of 

them are Yukon fens and ‘feslin Lake is a sinilar 

poundary line problem. 
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ISE-10-1 
\~* Extract for 

Original on 160-5 

Extract from Father Plourde's letter dated March 
26, 1942. 

His Excellency Bishop Coudert, the Co-Adjutor 
of the Prince Rupert Diocese, wrote me, on November 
27th last, a lengthy letter regarding the needs of the 
Catholic Indians in the Yukon Territory. Unfortunately 
the letter has just reached me and it is only today 
that I am able to call your attention to its contents. 
I can think of no better method of doing so than by 
quoting the Bishop's letter itself: 

"Re Teslin Catholic School.- You will find 
herewith a letter of Father A. Drean 0.M.I., our school 
teacher and resident missionary at Teslin; this letter 
is a copy of a recent communication sent to Mr. Jeckell, 
the now acting Indian Agent for the Yukon. I think that 
father Drean has been far too modest in his request; 
I would insist that the Federal Government supply our 
school not only with books and stationery, but also 
officially approve such a school, pay a reasonable 
salary to Father Drean and give us a grant to erect a 
decent buildine wherein we may conveniently conduct a 
school; as things stand at present, we have to conduct 
the school in our residence." 
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Could you please let me know as soon as possible 
what can be done to meet the wishes of His Excellency. 
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Roman Catholic school wasvisited early 

this month, The at dence was only six and no official record 

was being kept of daily attendance. An almost entire lack of | 

interest in school affairs was noted in the Indian parents and 

consequently attendence has been irregular and poor. A separate 

report will be submitted on this subject when school has been 

visited again later this sumer. No regular school report’is 

being submitted as the school is private and as far as is known 
has not been officially operated by the Department this year. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
R.H.S. Sampson, 
Acting Indian Agent 

hives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Can 
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