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Indian Affairs 
School Files 

(RG 10, Volume 6038) 

File 154-17-1, part 1 Kamloops - Bonaparte School Establishment. 1910 

File 154-26-1, part 1 Kamloops -Spence's Bridge School Establishment. 

1909 = 1910 

File 154-42-1, part 1 Kamloops - Upper Nicola - Douglas Lake School 

Establishment. 1919 

File 154-45-1, part 1 Kamloops - Upper Nicola - Coldwater School 
Establishment. 1919 

File 155-6-1, part 1 Kootenay - Creston School Establishment. 1910 

File 156-6A-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Cape Mudge Boarding School 

Establishment. 1919 - 1920 

File 156-20-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Blunden Harbour School 

Establishment. 1911 - 1915 
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File 156-31-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Fort Rupert School - 

General Administration. 1904, 1920, 1927, 1935 

File 156-31-5, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Fort Rupert School - Supplies. 

1931 

File 157-1-1, part 1 Queen Charlotte Agency - Massett Boarding School 

Establishment, 1911 - 1931 
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File 157-10-1, part 1 Queen Charlotte Agency - North Island School 

Establishment. 1910 - 1911 

File 1581-1, part 1 Stikine Agency - Stikine Summer Day School - 

General Correspondence. 1925 - 1942   
File 1583-1, part 1 Stikine Agency - McDame Day School = General tr oo K 

Administration. 1930 - 1948 

File 1583-2, part 1 Stikine Agency - McDame Day School - Quarterly co P Y 

Returns. 1940 - 1944 
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523999. 

Ottewe,June 13,1919, 

Siz ,* 

The Depsrtment is in receipt of > complsint 
rogarding the lack of educationel fscilities for the 
Indian children on the Upper end Lower Nicole group of 
reserves. It would sppesr thet there is some found-tion 
for this complaint. the last census returns show th-t 
there sre 467 Anglicen 2nd 26 Roman Catholic Indiens 
with about 60 or 65 children of school :ge on the Lower 
Nicola Reserves and on the Upper Nicola there sre 180 
Indians 211 of whom are Roman Catholic with sbout 35 
chiliren of school spe. 
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To meet the educations] needs of these children 
there is only 2 day school under the suspices of the 
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‘nglican Church in the Lower Nicol» proup it Sholus snd a. 

there sre several children in both the Lytton snd “amloops 
Industrial Schools. hese two residentinl schools «re 
the only schools of this clase to which children from 
these reserves could be sent. The majority of the child- 
ren are receiving no education. 
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The last returns received show thst the Xem- 
loops Industrial School his ™m enrolment of 61 children 
and the per capita grant only orovides for 60. The Lytton 
school has 9 grint for 100 pupils with »n enrolment of 90, 
The Sholus day school had an enrolment durinp the nest 
year of from 10 to 16 children. 
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The Department would Like you to look into this f trogo ran 

question of providing educstional fecilities for the Ind- 
ien children on the Upper and Lower Nicol= Reserves end Co P 
forward 2 full report giving your views °s to the best yA 
means of providing these fecilities. It would, no doubt, 
be found impossible to build dey echools, suitsbly loe>ted, 

A, Megraw, #ea., to 
Indian Agent, 

Vernon, 3.C.   
Archives Canada / Biblio! 
nscanad  
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to provide for the rttendance of 111 these children within 

a rensonable distance of “heir homes. It might be possible 

to arrange for the Indicn ghildren living ner white 

schools to attend such echools. You will be rood enourh 

to state whether orrangements could be msde to heve this 

done. ‘he Deprrtment hos no informetion rererding the 

number of children of school we on ecch of the verious 

reserves in the Upcer snd Lower Nicol proups. This 

information should be given if poreible. 

Mre ‘pent Smith, of the “emloons ‘fancy, is 

also being written to repording this °tter snd you mireht 

after consultation with him, be sble to recommend to the 

Deprrtmnt a fersible scheme whereby re-son ble provision 

could be made for the education of the Indien children 

on these reserves. 

It is hoped th t you will be eble to look into 

this ouestion at m early date snd forward to the Dep rt- 

ment 2 report containing your views and sugeestions rep- 

arding this matter. 

Your obedient servent, 

(Sed.) ‘. F. Mac “enzie. 

\ssistant Deputy and Secretary. 
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ORIGINAL ON 

piostt4} — “ 

Inspector of Indian Apencies 

British Co]umbin. 

Pile 523999 Vernon, 3.0. 
Sug. 6th, 1919. 

Sir, 

I beg to report thet in obedience to instruct- 

jons contained in the Department's letter of June 13th. 

concerning complsint in reference to lack of eduestionel 

facilities for Indian children in the Up er snd Lower 

Nicola: 

I went into the Nicola on July 22nd. sccompsan- 

fod by Mr. J. F. Smith, Indian Agent, md Dominion 

Constable Dallin. 

To determine whether the comple int was well- 

founded it was obvious thet the firet thing to be rot 

at was to ascertain saccurntely the number of Indien 

children of school »ge in the Upper snd Lower Nicole. 

The Indian Agent told me thet he hed slweys 

found it very difficult to obtsin thie inform tion owing 

to the reticence of the [Indians snd the rir of suspicion 

with which they often regarded any inquiries of thet 

kind. For thit reason he was not satisfied thet previous 

enumerations could be depended upon. I therefore decided 

to go to representative Indians as well © to others 

who might be in a position to give sccur te informetion 

and had the Indian Agent accompany me. Many of the 

Indians were away from home and had their children with 

them; but in every case where I could I went to the@hie?,y | 
“aay 4 

and had him get his head men to assist him in taking the 
> 

AS 

Assistant Deputy and Secretary 

Ottawa. 
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families one by one and giving on enumeration of tho 

children with the ages as accurately stated as could 

reasonably be expected under the circumstances, snd the 

result showed how little ground there was for the com- 

plaint after 11. 

LOWER NICOLA. 

Petit Creek. was the first visited and the firet 

enumeration was obtained from Mre. Froser, wife of tha 

local store-keeper, The Indians 9°11 trade ct the etore 

and she knows esch Indian family end could judge frirly 

well as to their apes. Her estimate of tha number of 

Indian children between 6 and 16 wie five. ‘here is 2 

white school at Canford, 4 mile distant, end no reson 

to believe thet either the trustees or the perents in 

the school section would offer any objection to »ttend- 

ance of any of the Indian children of this bend. 

A meeting of the Indians of the band wig erranged for 

next day, when the Chief ana principal Indians of the 

band were present and again the verious families were 

conned over and the number of Indien children of school 

age counted snd thay could only make it six, which ehows 

how nceurste the first estimate made by Mre. Freser reolly 

was, for one of the children counted by the Indiens wes 

a visitor from another band, end was enesiet/tewAas the re 

Wags reason to believe that thie child is likely to remein 

at Petit Creek. 

To obvious and only reasonable solution in thie inst 

ance would be for the Indian children of this dand to 

attend the white school at Canford. 

4t Potato Illahie the Chief, Billy Nakelst end hig 

captain, John Henry, with the assistance of the Chief's 

wife made the enumeration and all the Indian children of 

School age left in the band totalled 4. 4 year ago trere 
were possibly more than twice than number, but this dana 
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suffered heavily from the "Plu" ond mony of the viotims 

were children. ‘hs nearest white school ie st Spencer's 

Bridge 15 miles north or ®t Canford sbout the seme dist- 

ame south. With so few children it would be unresson- 

able to expect that 2 school should be esteblished ond 

a teacher maintained. he only covrse therefore in this 

instamee would be to send the children from this vend 

to the Industrial school at Lytton, for these Indisns 

are ‘inglican. 

At Shulus there is » day school established in conn- 

ection with the Anglicen Mission md the Indien Depart- 

ment paye the toscher, furnishes schoo] supplies ate. 

There is on tha roll 12 pupils af school «pa with on 

average attendance for the lsst term of 5 end there 

ere only 5 other children of school =¢e in tha bend who 

are not on the roll. ‘he trouble here ie the Ick of 
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interest in the school on the part of Indien psrents end 

also the inherent gelfishness of these same parents in 

putting their own convenience first and making the educat- 

ion of their children 1 secondary considerstion. The 

teacher showed me 2 memorandum he had kept of the ressons 

a
 

why children had been kept out of school ond they were 

mogt trivial in the majority of instances. Rigorous 

enforcement of compulsory education would seem to be the 

only solution here. 

UPPSR_ NICOLA, 

Coldwater poeeibly should not be classed with Upper 

Nicola invemuch as the Coldwater River upon which the 

Reserve ic situated comes in from the south ond empties 

into the Nicola River at © point which mirht rather be 

considered as a part of Lower Nicole; but the Coldwetor 

Indiane have more in common with the Upoer Nicole Indicns 

of Douglas Lake and Quilchene. ‘t tha Coldweter reserve 

we had the assistance of Chief George Sandy snd his 

principal Councillor, Nicola Captain. These men went 
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earofully over the membare of the Coldweter band ,femily 

by family, and gave ce « result of their count, © tote] 

of ten children of schocl age. ‘The nesrest white school 

is at Olsen, 6 miles distmmt. ‘hese Indisne are Romen 

Catholic, but none of their children are attending the 

Industrial school at Kamloops. There wes ons attended 

last year but took sick and had to ba brought home. The 

Chief wae of opinion that a day school would ba of benefit 

to them and the Indians would like to hove it. There is 

no ouilding available on the reserve at present and as 

the nearest white settler is about three miles distant, 

which would make it difficult for 2 white teacher to 

obtain boarding sccomodation, the better plen would be 

to make provision for living quarters for the tercher 

in © portion of the School building »s hd been done so 

suécessfully at 300throyd in the Lytton ‘peney. The 

reserve is in © lumber region with mills ond lopping ov- 

erations in comparatively close oroximity end the Verritt 

branch of the Kettle Valley Railway paseing through the 

reserve, so that it would be easy to obtein lumber; ond 

if the Indians will eive their labor 2 suitable building 

for school with teacher's living quarters mipht be secured 

for about $400.00 or $500.00. With ten children of school 

age for whom educational facilities could thue be obt> ined 

such expenditure would be justified md I am of tha opin- 

ion that the Indians of this band would show their 

appreciation by taking sm interest in the school. 

At Douglas Lake the Chief was away and the census 

figures in the Agent's office had to ve relied upon. 

These showed the number cf children of school apa to be 

32, with 14 at Ouilchena. There ore four Douglss Leke 

children attending the Industriel sehool >t “emlocps. 

Deducting these it is sean that there are st Quilchenes 

end Douglas Lake 42 childron who ore receiving no eduction 

but these two reserves sre 11 miles apart end two schools 
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would be necegsars +0 accomod:te them. There if no 

white school in the vicinity, but no difficulty would 

be experienced in obtaining boarding secomodstion for 

a teacher, if 2 white teacher were employed. 

the two greatest drawbacks to Indian day schools 

are irregularity in attendance ond the difficulty ex- 

perienced where the teacher has no knowledge of the 

Indien langusge of that particuler tribe. The remedy 

for the former would be to creste a grenter interest in 

education on the part of Indian parents, end for the 

latter would be to have the Industrial School train 

some of the larger Indian girls as teachers. This 

latter should be teken up with the principals of these 

Industrial Schoole, out ss very few of them sara in favor 

of Indian day schools at 211, they my not be disenored 

to grant very cordial support to thot ides. 

fo summ2rise, there sre therefore only three cases 

in the Nicoln Valley where the numer of school children 

who are receiving no educstion, would warrent the exvense 

of opening up day schools, end these sre rt Coldwoter, 

Dougias Lake md ?Quilchena. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your ovedient servant, 

(Sged.) 1. Megraw. 

Inspectur of Indian Agencies. 

Aseistant Deputy and Secretary, 

Ottawa. 
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Ottawa, ‘upust 22nd,1919— 
ry 

Memorandum; ~ 

x 

UPPeR NICOLA, 

* 1. Coldwater Heserve,~ 10 ehildren. 

R.C. Indians. 

If Indinng would give their 1+bor, © suiteble 

pbuilding with teacher's iva auirters ott 

might be built for $400 - $500. Wid 

These re 

2. Quilchena,- 14 children of school fe. 

3. Douglas Lake, - 32 children of school sfe, of 

whom 4 are attending <emloops Indus- 

trial. 
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hese latter two reserves “re 11 miles epart 

and 2 schools would be necessary out no difficulty 

would be experienced in obtaining accomodation, for 

teachers. 
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In closing his report Inspector Jegraw f2ys: 

"Phere are only three cases in the Nicols Valley ,where * 

the number of echool children would worrant the 

expense of ovening day schools, namely ,-Coldwoter, 

Douglas Lake snd juilchens. 
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(Sga.) ?. Phelen.   
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