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Indian Affairs y ‘ 

School Files , 

(RG 10, Volume 6038) 

File 154-17-1, part 1 Kamloops - Bonaparte School Establishment. 1910 

File 154-26-1, part 1 Kamloops -Spencets Bridge School Establishment. 
1909 = 1910 

File 154-42-1, part 1 Kamloops - Upper Nicola ~ Douglas Lake School 
Establishment. 1919 

File 154-45-1, part 1 Kamloops - Upper Nicola - Coldwater School 

Establishment. 1919 

File 155-6-1, part 1 Kootenay - Creston School Establishment. 1910 

File 156-6A-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Cape Mudge Boarding School 
Establishment. 1919 - 1920 

File 156-20-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Blunden Harbour School 
Establishment. 1911 - 1915 
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File 156-31-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Fort Rupert School - 
General Administration. 1904, 1920, 1927, 1935 

File 156-31-5, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Fort Rupert School - Supplies. 
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File 157-1-1, part 1 Queen Charlotte Agency - Massett Boarding School 
Establishment. 1911 - 1931 

File 157-7-1, part 1 Queen Charlotte Agency ~ Naden Harbour School 
Establishment. 1912, 1939 
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File 157-10-1, part 1 Queen Charlotte Agency - North Island School 

Establishment. 1910 - 1911 

File 1581-1, part 1 Stikine Agency - Stikine Summer Day School - 
General Correspondence, 1925 - 1942   

File 1583-1, part 1 Stikine Agency - McDame Day School - General a go / X 
Administration. 1930 - 1948 

File 158-3-2, part 1 Stikine Agency - McDame Day School - Quarterly 

Returns. 1940 = 1944   
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523999. 

Ottawa ,June 13,1919. 

Sir,- 

The Depsrtment is in receipt of © complaint 
rogerding the laok of eduestion:] froilities for the 
Indian children on the Upper «ond Lower Niool: group of 
reeerves. It would sppesr that there ie gome found tion 
for thie complaint. The last census returns show tht 
there sre 467 Anglican ind 26 Roman Catholio Indions 
with about 60 or 65 children of echool age on the Lower 
Nicola Reeorves and on the Upper Nicol» there sre 180 
Indione «11 of whom are Roman Catholic with sbout 35 
ohiliren of school age. 
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To meet ths eduvortionsl needs «f theee children 
there is only a day echool under the suepicee of the 
‘nelican Church in the Lower Niools proup it Sholus ond 
there are several ohildren fin both the Lytton end “amloope 
Induetriel Schoole. Thees two regsidentinl schools «re 
the only schools of thie clase to which ohildren from 
these reserves gould be sent. The mijority of the child- 
rea are receiving no education. 
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the last returns received show thet the Kam- 
loops Industrial School his sm enrolment of 61 children 
ani the per ospitsa grit only providee fur 60. The Lytton 
school hes 8 grint for 100 pupile with an enrolment of 90. 
The Sholue day school had an anrolment during the pret 
year of from 10 to 16 children. 

The Department would Like you to look into thie 
queetion of providing eduertionsl feoilitise for tho Ind- 
ien children on the Upoer and Lower Nicol: ervee ond 
forward 2 full report giving your viowe 1e to the beet 
mexns of providing these fecilities. It wuld, no doubt, 
bea found impo:sible to build doy echoole, euit bly loe>ted, 

‘, Megraw, #eqe, to 
Indian Aeont, 

Vernon, 3.C.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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atone 

to provide for the attendance of all these children within 

a rangonable distance of their home. It might be poseible 

to arrange for tha Indinn ohildren living nesr white 

eschools to xttend such echovuls. You will be good enourh 

to state whether arrangemante could be made to hve thie 

done. ‘Tho Depertment hae no inform tion repording the 

number of children of echool sge on ecch of the verioue 

reservee in the Up er »nd Lower Nicol groups. This 

information should be given if poreible. 
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Mr. pent Smith, of the Xemloone ‘reno,, ie 

aleo being written to rep rding thie ~ tter end you mirht 

after consultation with him, be ble to recommend to the 

Depyrtmnt a foisible scheme whereby re eon ble vrovieion 

gould be made for the education of the Indi:n children 
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on these reserves. 

‘i It ig hoped th t you will be «ble to look into 

thie cuestion at m aarly date and forward to the Depsrt- 

ment a report containing your views wna suggestions roe- 

arding thic matter. 
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Your obedient earveant, a
d
 

(sed.) ‘. F. Meo “enzie. 
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‘ssietant Deputy and Seoretary. 
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jsy-#2- 
ORIGINAL ON 

Office of Filo 225797. 

Inepootor of Indian Arencics 

British Cojumbin. 

Filo 523999 Vernon, 3.C. 
sug. 6th, 1919. 

sir,- 

I bog to report that in obedience to inetruot- 

jones contained in the Department's letter of June 13th. 

concerning complaint in reference to lxok of eduextion:1 

fagilities for Indian ohildren in the Up er and Lower 

Nicola: 

I wont into the Nigola on July 22nd. scoompan= 

doa by Mr. J. Fe Smith, Indian Agant, amd Dominion 

Constavle Dallin. 

fo determine whether the compls int wos well- 

founded it wie obvious that the first thing to be pot 

at was to ascertain seourately the number of Indion 

children of sohool age in the Upper «nd Lower Nicole. 

The Indian ‘gent told me thot he hed «lweye 

found it very diffieult to obtain thie inform tion owing 

to the reticence of the Indiane and the air of suspicion 

with which they often regarded amy inquiries of thot 

kind. For thit reason he was not satisfied thet previoue 

enumerations could be depended upon. I therefore decided 

to go to representative Indians 6 well ar to othere 

who might be in a position to give acour te inform tion 

and had the Indian Agent accompany me. Many of the 

Indisns were away from home and had their children with 

them: but in every case where I could I went to the Chief 

and had him get his head men to aseiet him in taking the 

Aesietant Deputy and Seeretary 

Ottawa. 
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families one by one md giving «sn enumerstion of the 

children with the agee ae avourntely stated as could 

reasonably be expected under the oiroumstances, snd the 

result ehowed how little ground there wie for the com- 

plaint after 11. 

ia N A 

Petit Creek, wae the first visited nd the firet 

enumeration was obtiined from Mre. Frieer, wife of the 

loerl etore-keeper. The Indisne 11 trode «at the etore 

and eghe knowe exch Indian fomily and could judge fiirly 

» 
pa
rt
 
1
 

well ae to their ages, Her estimte of the number of 

Indian children between 6 ond 16 wae five. There ie * 

white echool at Canford, a mile dietant, ond no revson 

to believe that either the trusteee or tho p»rente in 

the eahool seotion would offer any objection to  ttend- 

anoe of any of the Indian children of this bend. 

A meeting of the Indiane of the band wae arrunged for 

next day, when the Chief md principal Iniians of the C
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band were present and again the various families were 

conned over ond the number of Indian children of echool P
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age counted and thay could only make it eix, which shows 

how agourste the first eetim te made by Mre. Freeer ranlly 

wae, for one of the children counted by the Indi ne we 

a vieitor from another band, and we ensiatte uee there 

was reagon to believe thet thie child ig lively te rem in 

at Potit Creek. 

To obvious and only reasonable solution in thie inet- 

ance would be for the Indian children of thie brand to 

attend the white school at Canford. 

At Potato Illahie the Chief, Billy Nakelst ond hie 

oaptain, John Honry, with the sesistance of the Chief'e 

wife made the enumeration and all the Indian ohildren of 

school age left in the band totalled 4. ‘ ,e*%T “eo there 

were poesibly more than twice than number, but thie bana *|     
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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suffered heavily from tho "Flu" nd mony of the victime 

were children. ‘The nearest white sohool ie it Spencer's 

Bridge 15 miles north or at Canford sbout the same diet- 

ame south. With so few children it would be unre son- 

able to expect that a school should be establiehed nd 

a teacher maintained. The only co.rse therefore in thie 

instame would be to send the children from this band 

to the Industrial school at Lytton, for theee Indisne 

are \nglican. 

‘t Shulue there is . day school aetablishod in oonn- 

ection with the Anglican Miesion and the Indian Depart~ 

ment pays the texcher, furnishes school eupplies eta. 

There ig on the roll 12 pupils af sohool «ge with on 

average attendance for the last term of 5 ond there 

are only 5 other children of school «ge in tha bend who 

ara not on the roll. The trouble here ig the 1 ck of 

interast in the school on the pirt of Indien perente nda 

algo tie inherent selfishnese of these sane parente in 

putting thelr owm convonience firet and making the eduo t= | 

ion of their children © secondary conesiderstion. The 

teacher showed ma 4 memorandum he had kept of the reneons 

why children had bean kept out of echool ond the, were 

most trivial in the majority of inetancee. Rigorous 

enforcement of compulsory education would seem to be the 

only solution here. 

UPPeR NICOLA, 

Coldwater poesibly should not be claseed with Upper 

Wicola insemuch ae the Coldwater River upon which the 

Reserve ie eitusted comee in from the eouth ond empties 

into the Nicola River at » point which mirht ruther be 

considered ae a part of Lower Nicoln; but the Coldw tar 

Indians have more in common with the Up»er Niool» Indicne 

of Douglae Lake and Quilohena. ‘t the Coldweter reserve 

we had the assistance of Chief George Sandy and his 

principal Councillor, Nicola Captain. These men went 
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4 

garofully over tho members of the Coldwster b nd,fomily 

by fomily, and gave se a result of their count, » tot 1 

of ten ehildron of echovl age. The nearest white school 

is at Oleen, 6 miles distemt. Theee Indiane sre Roman 

Catholio, but none of their children «re attending the 

Industrial sehool at Kamloops. There wos one attended 

last year but took siok afd had to be brought home. The 

Chief was of opinion that a day school would be f benefit 

to them and the Indians would like to huve it. There ie 

no ouilding available on the reserve at present and as 

the nearest white settler is scout three miles distant, 

which would make it diffieult for a white teacher to 

obtain boarding accomodation, the better plan would be 

to make provieion for living quarters for the teccter 

in a portion of the school building »e h»4 been done eo 

sudeevsfully ut Boothroyd in the Lytton Apenoy. The 

reserve is in 2 lumber region with mille nd logging on- . e   C
A
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eratione in comparatively close vroximity end the Merritt 

branch of the Kettle Valley Railway paseing through the 

reserve, so thut it would be exsy to obtein lumber; ond 

if the Indiane will eive their labor « suitable building 

for school with teacher's living quirtere might be seourod | 

for about $400.00 or $500.00. With ten children of sehoo 

age for whom educational facilities could thue be obt»ined 

euch expenditure would be justified md I am of the op n-. 

ion that the Indians of thie band would show their 

P
U
B
L
I
C
 

A
R
C
H
I
V
E
S
 

A
R
C
H
I
V
E
S
 

P
U
B
L
I
Q
U
E
S
 

appreciation by taking an interest in the school. 

At Douglas Lake the Chief was away and the census 

figures in the ‘gent'e office had to be relied upon, 

These showed the number cf children of sohool] age to be 

32, with 14 at Quilohens. There ore four Douglas Inke 

children atcending the Induetrial eohool »t “emlovpe. 

Deduoting these it is ccen thit there are nt Quilohenn 
and Douglas Lake 42 ohildron who «re reosiving no 

but theee two reserves are 11 miles apart and ‘   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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would be neceeeiry to sccomod te them. There is no 

white sohool in the vicinity, but no difficulty would 

be experienced in obtaining boarding secomod.tion for 

a tenoher, if a white teacher were employed. 

The two greatest drawbacks to Indian diy schoole 

are irregularity in attendance and the difficulty ex- 

perienced where the teacher hae no knowledge of the 

Indian language of that partioular tribe. The remedy 

for the former would be to create a grenter interest in 

education on the part of Indian parente, and for the 

latter would be to have the Industrial Sehool truin 

some of the larger Indien girle se texchors. This 

latter should be taken up with the principale of these 

Industricl Schoole, but se vory few of thom sre in favor 

of Indian day sehoole at all, they my not be dienosed 

to grant very cordial support to thot iden. 

To summarise, there are therefore only three oneor 

in the Nioola Valley where the number of schoo? children 
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who are reoeiving no eduontion, would worrent the expense 

of opening up day schools, and there are at Coldwiter, 
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Dougine lake md Quilchena. 

I heave the honor to be, 

sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(3ga.) ’. Megraw. 

Inspector of Indian Agencies. 

Aseletant Deputy and Secretary, 

Ottawa,   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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Ottawa, ‘upuet 22nd,1919. 

Memorandum; ~ 

Ue20R NICOLA, 

1. Coldwater Reverve,- 10 children. These re 

R.C. Indinns. 
If Indinne would give their 1 ibor, « suit ible 

building with be ig be fr qusrtere ott»ched 

might be built for $400 - . 

2. Quilohena,- 14 children of echool age. e 

te 3. Douglae Lake, ~ 32 children of school age, of 

ta ae whom 4 are xttending Xemloops Indue~ 

trial. 

These latter two erves are 11 milee «part 

and 2 sohoole would be neocess«ry but no difficulty 

would be experienced in obtaining accomodation for 

toacherfe 

In clesing hie report Inepector Megraw eaye; 

"There are only three ouses in the Nicola Valley,where 

the number of echool children would warrant the 

expense of opening day echools, nimely ,~Coldwater, 

Dougiee Lake end juilohens. 

(sgd.) ?. Phelon. 
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