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File 156-20-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Blunden Harbour School 
Establishment. 1911 - 1915 

File 156-31-1, part 1 Kwawkewlth Agency - Fort Rupert School - 
General Administration. 1904, 1920, 1927, 1935 
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343018 

British dolumbia Inspectorate, 

1076 Pender St, Vancouver,B. 0. 

Frank Pedley Esq, May 4th,1909. 

Deputy Supt.General Of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 

Gir: 

I have the honor to report that,having received letters 

and a petition from the chiefs and Indians of the*Ccouteau‘or 

Thompson River Tribes requesting that I should meet them at Spenee's 

Bridge on April 17th,in douncil,to consider the matter concerning 

the education of their children,after consulting with Mr. Superinten- 

dent Vowell,I arranged to Meet Mr.Indian Agent Irwin at that point. 

and on the 17th ultimo we met some seventy-five Indians at 1 P.M 

in Gouneil which continued till 6 P.M. Sig chiefs were present and 

made very reasonable speeohes,the point of all being that they wished 

their children to be taught like the children ef the white people, 
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instead of growing up in ignorance. 
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to the Indians present,but only seven of these of cook's Ferry Band 

live at Spence!s Bridge. Seven live at"Pemynoos" nine miles from 

Spence's Bridge;five live near Ashcroft twenty~five miles away; and 

nine live at"Potato Gardens" sixteen miles distant. Hence I explamhed 

to them the difficulty of a Day Sehool as the children were so 

widely scattered .fhey then proposed that they would bring all of 

the children to Spence's Bridge and the Chiefs there would take charg: 

of and look after them in the Indiang Houses ,s0 that they could 

attend a Day Sehool,but that proposition would not work out 

satisfactorilly. 
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fhe sefen children at Spenee's Bridge live within a quarter of a 

mile of a Provincial School for white children,where some eighteen 

are in attendance.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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343018 
‘y 

4. Jt appears to me that 1f some satisfactory arrangement could 

pe made by the Department with this School,by which these seven India 

children would be permitted to attend the white Day Sehool it 

would meet the case,and satisfy the Indians who live at cook's 

Ferry. The Chief eket claimed ten children of School age at this 

Place,but as three are half—breeds and the Indian Mother is married 

to a white man I did not count those. 

Regarding the other placesjPotato Gardens" has nine children 

whom they wish to attend Sehool,but this is too small a number to 

insttire the Success of a Day School on their Reserve. 

They all spoke well of the Lytton Day School and desired a similar 

one in each billage. 

I advised those,who with their children,live were it is 

impossible to have Day Schools at present,to send the ohildren to 

one of the existing Boarding or Industrial Schools. 

I have the honor to remain 

Your obedient servang 

VA 
Inspector. 
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343018 

Indian Office, Victoria, B.C. 

May I4th, 1909. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith a letter 

dated the 4th inst. received from Mr. School Inspector 

Green reporting having received letters and a petition 

from the Chiefs and Indians of the Coteau or Thomson 

River tribes requesting a meeting at Spences bridge on 

the I7th ultimo. Mr. Greenstates , as will be seen, 

that the meeting was held on the date named vand that 

75 Indians were present. 
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I would suggest that the arrangement named by Mr. 

Green be given effect if possible as it seems the best 
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way out of the difficulty. 

Your obedient servant, 
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Supt. of Indian Affairs, B.C. 

The Secretary, 

Dept. of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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sir,- 

I have to aoknewledge the reeeipt of your letter 

of the 14th ult, inolesing a report from Mr. Inspector 

Green upon the educational needs of the Thomson River 

Indians. 

With reference to Mr. Green's suggestion that 

it might be pessible to arrange fer the education of 

the seven children at Spence's Bridge at the white 

sohood, dn the neighborhoed, you will be good enough 

to make enquizes and ascertain upon vhat terms the 

Trusyecp of that school would be willing te allow ‘the 

Indian johdldrem to attend and report te the Dengetant 

ealents as pessible. \ 

The Department also comoure with Mr. 

owing to the scattered locations of these 

“day/ sehooas at present and that the cxisting boarding " 

an@ industrial schools effer the best solution of ‘phe. 

problem. Ia ne segnenbnaaibadnsamndinahass yt \ 

Indians garry out Mr. Green's advice to them 
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Ottawa, September 28; 1909. 

i 
I beg to refer you to official letter of June 

8S, last, im reply to yours of July 14, 4 P-5, in 

whioh you were asked to make enquiries and ascertain 

upon what terms the Trustees of the white sohood at 

Spenoe's bridge would allow the Indian ohildren in 

that neighborhood to attend, and to ask when the 

_ Department may expect to receive the information 

asked for. 
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Your obedient Servant, 

3, I>. MOLEAK 
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Seoretary. 

AcW. Vowoll, Bane, 

Indian Superintendent, 

Victoria, 8.0. 
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* Me dr Ottawa, Docembor 4th, 1909. 

gy 
I have again to call your attention to official 

letter of June 3rd, last, in which you were asked to make 

—* 

inquiries and ascertain on what terms the trustecs of the 

white school at spence's Bridge would allow the Indian 

‘hasten of that neighborhood to attend, and to ask you 

fem let the Department have this information as soon ag 

possible. 

Your obedient servant, 

Gwe 

Sccretary. 

Ae We Vowell, Esqe, 

Indian Superintendent, 

Victoria, B.0. 
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Indian Office, Victoria, B.C. 

Deo. 13th, 1909. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter of the 4th instatnt concerning the educational 

needs of the Thomson River Indians and whether the white 

‘ gonoo1 at Spences Bridge would allow the Indian ohildren 

to attend, etc., replying I beg to stato that immediately 

on receipt of your former communications the Indian Agent 

was asked to give the matter attention, but up to the 

present time has not done so, which, I suppose, can only 

be accounted for from the fact that he has, as he claims, 

more work than any one man oan attend to. His attention 

is again being drawn to the matter and he is asked to deal 

with it imnediately. 

Your obedient servant, 

/ ff rd 
ait sail rt 

Prot Voit -— 

Supt. of Indian Affairs, B.C. 

The Secretary, 

Dept. of Indian Affairs, 

ottawa. 
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Ne 555561 
Indien Office, 

Sir:- 

I have the heney te adknewledge fhe receipt ef yeur 

letter ef 15th.inatant ,Ne.259 a ) Bogan previeus corregpont- 

ence en the subject ef the edugatienal needs of tite fhempsen 

River Indians,and repuiring t@ knew what steps had been taken 

te have those in the #icinity ef Spence’s Bridge admitted te 

the white scheel thére when I visited spence's Bridge pheut 

1gth.Octeper last,I had an interview with Mr .Clemes, Secretary 

of the Beard ef Trustess there.He infermed me there. wae &t 

the time a vagency en the Beard; that a meeting weuld shqgsly 

pe called te £111 the vacancy,and the admissien ef Indian ile 

weuld be discussed,and the result made knew to me 

Mir clemes was dispesed 4 allow ingtah children te atten@en 

the wasie ef payment prepesed by Department,vis:-$ 1.00 per 

month per pupil.I have net since seen er Meard fram Mr .dlemes 

en the subdject,but shall write him and let Department mew. 

Your Obedient Servant, 

44 a RT ¥ 

A.W.Veowell, Eads Imdian Agent. 

Indian sup@jintendnent, 

Vioteria,B.0 ./ 
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dian Office, Victoria, B.C. 

y” December 20th, 1909. 

“ae, 

~~ 
4 e iy , 

Pile No. 329923/17\" 
~~ 

sir:- 

Referring to your letter of the 4th instant in regard 

to enquiries made as to the terms the Trustees of the 

white school at Spence's Bridge would allow the Indian 

children of that neighborhood to attend said school, I 

have the honour to enclose herewith for the information 

of the Department a letter dated the 17th inetant received 

C
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D
A
 

from Mr. Agent Irwin of the Kamloops-Okanagan Agency from 

which it will be perceived that the Agent is in commni- 

im 
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cation with the School Trustees of the locality and promises 

to report as soon as he has the information on hand. 
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Your obedient servant, 

q& 
Supt. of Indian Affaire, B.C. 

The Secretary, 

Dept. of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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Re Mducation=- I found in the Kamloops and Okanagan 

Agency two boarding or industrial schools, one at Kamloops 

and the other at or near Lytton, these being full to their 

utmost capacity, yet falling dar short of the needs of the 

people, ‘The Indians themselves brought this matter to me 

and repeatedly importuned for schools, “Day schools, on 

or near the Reserve" "secular Day Schools" these were 

@hat thoy asked for, and after going over the Districts 

I would recommend that Day schools with competent teakhers 

be established at Enderby and at the head of the Okanagan 

Lake, and also in the Lower Simiilkineen Country, also 

at Bonaparte near Ashcroft, and also at Spencer's Bridge, 

further down the Thompson, This would give this District 

five day schools, which in my judgment, are very much needed 

and for which, as above stated, the Indians have most 

earnestly asked for, C
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(Signed) John McDougall, 
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Indian office, 5 57561 

Kamleeps,8.0.Janry .20th.1910, 

In further reference te my letter ef 17th.Decr.past, 

dealing with the questien ef education ef Indians,I have the 

honor te further inferm yeu that I have teday received a letter 

from the Secretary ef the Beard ef soheol] Trustees at spence’s 

Bridge,stating that he had at length succeeded in having the 

matter ef admitting Indian children placed befere the peeple, 

and that they were mostly agreeable.I @hall netify Indians 

accordingly. 

Yeur Obedient Servant, 

A.W.Vowell ,Esq. Indian Agent . 

Indian Superintendnent. 

Vioterita,BC./ 
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Indian office, Victoria, B.C. 

es famany 22nd, 1910. 
‘ iss * # 

a 

File No. 329913/1. 

Referring to letter from this office of the 20th 

of December last, No. 312 8-5, in regard to enquiries 

made as to the terms on which the Trustees of the white 

school at Spences Bridge, Kamloops-Okanagan Agency, would 

allow the Indian ohildren of that neighborhood to attend 

the said sohool, I have the honour to enclose herewith for 

the Department's further information a letter dated the 

20th inetant today received from Mr. Agent Irwin from 

which it would seem that the matter of admiting Indian 

ohildren was placed before the people of the locality 

and that they were mostly agreeable to the proposal. 

Mr. Irwin promises to notify the Indians concerned 

accordingly. 

Your obedient servant, 

“ ft1— ot 14 e- c fi 

Supt. of Indian Affairs, B.C. 

The Seoretary, 

Dept. of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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343018 

@ 

Ottawa, February 4th, 1910, 

sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 22nd ultimo enclosing a communication from.ur, 

Agent Irwin, in which he states that the trustees of the 

white school at Spence's Bridge have agreed to allow Indian 

children to attend the school. 

In reply I beg to say that Mr, Irwin should 

bee & aa 
report at once the terms upon which this has been 
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granted, if any have been agreed upon, and the consent 

of the trustees should be obtained in writing and forwarded 

to the Department, 

It is to be hoped that as little delay as possible C
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will occur in completing these arrangements, as the Depart- 
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ment is anxious that the Indian children should be in 

attendance, 

Be good enough to give this matter your immediate 

attention, 
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Your obedient servant, 
att 

see 

a, secretary, 

A. W, Vowell, %sa., 
Yndian Superintendent, 

Victoria, B.C.   
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Spence's Bridge,Jany.19tn.1910. 

A.Irwin,Eeq. 

Dear Sir:- 

In reply to yeurs ef recent date re scheel, 

at last I have had a meeting,and mest ef them are willing fer 

the Indian children te ge te schoel.You can make arrangements 

with them now te send children te schoel. 
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Yeure truly, 

A.Clemes, 

Secretary. 
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*.68791 
Indian Office, 

Kamleops,3.0 .Febry .15th.1010. 

Siri- 

I have the henor te acknewledge the the-receipt eof 

yeur letter ef 10th.instant,Ne.155 7. 5,in further reference te 

the attendance ef Indian children at the white school at 

Spence's Bridge.I enclese a duplicate cepy ef Mr.Secretary 

Cleme's letter te me granting permissien for Indian children 

te attend.The terma agreed upen at the time I persenally inter~ 

viewed Mr.dlemes were the same ag these allowed the trustees 

ef Penticten public scheel,vis:-$1.00 per menth fer each pupil, 

which was quite satisfactery.seme time age I wrete Indians ef 

Spence'Bridge that arrangements had been made with trustees ef 

white echoel te the effect that Indian childwen ceuld attend 

such scheel.I am net informed whether any are attending. 

Yeur Obedient Servant, 

Z. ie 

A.W.Vowel11,Esq. Indian agent. 

Indian Superintendnent, 

Victeria,B.c./ 
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Indian Office, Victoria, B.C. 

February 17th, 1910. 

File No. 343018." ‘” 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 4th instant in regard to the sommnication 

therein referred to from Mr. Agent Irwin of the Kamloops- 

Okanagan Agency as to his statement that the Trustees of 

the White sohool at Spences Bridge have agreed to allow 

Indian children to attend the said school. 

Ae to your request (or information regarding the 

terms upon which the privilege has been granted, I beg to 

enolose herewith a letter dated the 15th instant to day 

received from Mr. Agent Irwin from which it wili be seen 

that the Trustees wili allow the privilege upon the pay- 

mont of $1.00 per month for eaoh pupil. 

Attaohed to the Agent's letter will be foufld a comm~ 

unication addressed to him from Spence's Bridge, under 

date the 19th ult., from Mr. A. Clemes, Secretary of the 

Spence's Bridge Schoolboard, stating that the Board had had 

a meeting and that most of them were willing that the Indian 

ohildaren come to sohool and stating that arrangements could 

now be made to send the children thereto at onoe, whioh 

it 18 trusted will be satisfactory to the Department. 

Your obedient servant, 

e firinee ee? 

The secretary, Be 
Bept. of Indian Affairs, Supt, of Indian Affaire, BG 

Ottawa. 
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Ottawa, March ist, 1910, 

Mr, Superintendent Vowell has forwarded to the 

Department your letter of the 15th ultimo, in which you 

state the terms upon which the trustees of the white school 

at Spences Bridge are willing to allow Indian children 

the privilege of attendance, 

In reply I beg to say that the Department is 

prepared to pay at the rate of $1.00 per month for each 

pupil, as 1s done at the Penticton school, on condition 

that each child attends regularly, say not less than half 

the days in each quarter, Some;quarterly return forms 

< 
a 
< 
z 
< 
o 

aré being sent vou under separate cover and you will be 
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good enough to give the necessary instructions as to fill- 
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ing them out, ‘These returns should be forwarded to the 

Department through your office and payment will be made 

from the ist of January, last, if the children have been 

in attendance, as it is stated they have, 
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' You will be good enough to impress upon the 

2 4 j ndians the necessity for taking advantage of this privilege 

Meee has been secured for them to have their children edu- 

cated, and it is to be hoped that the enrolment will be 

Vibe large and the attendance regular, 

Your obedient servant, 

A, Irwin, Msq., Secretary, 
Indian Agent, 

Kamloops, 5.0,   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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ty 
Ottawa, April 11, 1910, 

ohief, 

T have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 30th ultimo signed by yourself and Chief John 

fedlanitsa of the Pekaist Band in reference to the estab= 

lishment of a school at spence's Bridge, 

In reply I beg to say that this matter has re- 

ceived careful consideration and the action taken to obtain 

the privilege of attendance at the public school by the 
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Indian children was deemed the best solution of a difficult 

problem, AS you are aware there is not a sufficient number 

children at spence’s Bridge to warrant the establishment 

of a school and it 48 not thought that the arrangement 

suggested in regard to the boarding of children resident at 
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other places by the Indian families at Spence's Bridge 

is practicable, 

At a number of points throughout the Dominion 

Indian children attend the white schools and the troubles 
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referred to by you are not in evidence, ‘The Department 

would like to have the arrangement offered at Spence'’s 

Bridge given a fair trial and would ask for the co-operation 

of yourself and the other Chiefs as well as members of the 

Band, 

Mutually satisfactory terms have been agreed upon, 

A and all that now remains is for the Indians to send their 

oOhief John Sosetaand tte   
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children, if they are not already doing so, ond give them 

the advantages of an education, 

The Department would be glad to hear from you 

again, 

Your obedient servant, 

@Bivoteny 
Secretary, 
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