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Indian Affairs 
School Files 

(RG 10, Volume 6037) 

151-1ly-1, part 1 Babine Agency - Old Kitzegucla School - General 
Administration, 1912 - 1915 

151-20-1, part 1 Babine Agency - Meanskinisht School - General 
Administration. 1906 - 1907, 1912 - 1924 

151-20-5, part 1 Babine Agency - Meanskinisht School - Building 
Maintenance - Supplies - Accounts. 1907 - 1926 

152-7-1, part 1 Cowichan Agency - Comox School - General 
Administration. 1896 - 1905 

152-8B-1, part 1 Cowichan Agency = Quamichan Methodist School - 
General Administration - Plan of the Quamichan 
Reserves. 1895 = 1922 

File 152-8C-1, part 1 Cowichan Agency - Somenos Methodist School ~ 
General Administration. 1897 - 1899 C
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File 152-8D-1, part 1 Cowichan Agency - Somenos Roman Catholic School - 
General Administration. 1899 - 1900, 1910, 1922° 
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Administration - Plan of the Chilliwack Reserves. 
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File 153-6-1, part 1 New Westminster - Tzeachten School - Administration 
School Establishment. 1913 - 1915, 1922 
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File 153-7-1, part 1 New Westminster ~- Soowaklie School - Administration 
School Establishment. 1915 

File 153-24-1, part 1 New Westminster - Tsawwassen School - General 

Administration. 1913 - 1915, 1937   
File 153-24-5, part 1 New Westminster - Tsawwassen School ~ Accounts. 

. 1913 = 19, fook 

File 153-24-8, part 1 New Westminster ~ Tsawwassen School - Teacher's Co Py 
Residence. 1915   
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INDIAN sah OFFICE, 

® __New Weatmineter, 

IX YOUR REPLY REFER TO __ October 9th, % 

No... 542420. \ 
A180 

      
TO DATE OF THIS LETTER. 

a 447171 

I beg to forward herewith petition received 

by me. from the members of the Teawassen pand of Indians, earn- 

estly soliciting the Department to establish a day school on 

their reserve; formerly some of the elder children were per- 

mitted to attend the white schools in the vicinity,in order 

to make up the requieit number,but lately they are not allow- 

ad to do so,there being sufficient white children. 

the Indians will provide a suitable building ’ 

and guarantee an attendance of twenty pupile,if the Department — 

will furnieh the school supplies and pay the ealary of a teach~ 

ere fhe Reverend William Chaput, missionery to the yndians, 

who reeides in the vicinity, informe me that he will teach the 

pupils if the achool is established. 

The Taawaasen Indiane are an industrious hard- 

working people,and very anxious to have their children educat= 

ed; they almost continually reside on the reserve and culti- 

wate the soil. The Chief carried off the first prize for dis- | 

trict exhibits,at the Agrioultural Exhibition held in this City ! 

the firet of the month. Im view of the foregoing facts, I | 

would respectfully recommend to the Department that school sup- 

piiee be furnished,and a teacher engaged in the usual way. 

    

    
SOLS ‘ as 

(9) ‘vg Your obedient servant, 
hed Yer) 7 i 4q ? 

Sigg © fe... 
=~ 

Re ft qndian Agent. 

The Secretary, 
pepartwent of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 

eed 
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Ottawa, October 16, 1913. “oy 
a 

Sir,- v, 
a 

512/20 I have to acknowledgo the receipt of your letter q A 
of the 9th instant forwarding a petition from the members a 8 2 

of the Tsawassen Band of Indians tor the establishment of } a 2 g 
| onl 

a day school on their reserve, | i % Me<« 5 
Lo) 

In reply I beg to say that the Department is re 2 re ’ 

disposed to grant their request. As soon as the Indians E z 

provide @ suitable building you may engage Rev. Mr. is oO 8 3 ° = 
Chaput as toacher at a salary at the rate of $500.00 per 2 a = 

annum and the Department will furnish the necessary ¥ Pe. % 

supplies, § ° % 
& L 
aq 
ga 

) f Your obedient servant, EH 

Ww - y LVM, ‘s 
I £ 
t — 

Assistant secretary. , tise + : , 
Pes i 

Peter Byrne, Esq. 
Indian agent, —' coPy 

New Westminster, 5.0; ——— 

Ps / 

/ 

acu seri ainias a Sac | ——a 

é     
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Ottawa, November 21, 191%, 

  

’ 

sir, 
i o 

I beg to call your attention to official letter | i) 5 
of the 16th ultimo in which you were informed that as e Q Cg 
soon as the Indians provide a suitable butlding you | hl I al 
may engage the Rev, Mr. Chaput as teacher for the proposed | 8 O S a 
school on the Tsawassen Reserve, | ig & ie a 

No reply has been received to this letter, but |g mM = 
@ requisition for school material has been forwarded by g S a bo 
you, As it is presumed that the school is in operation | faa) = 

\y) _-®-thnited supply of material will be sent, but ,vefre 3 © (S) 
a oa the Department can furnish all the articles asked tor a 2 
il it will be necessary for you to state the number of ga 

pupils enrolled and their classification by standards, Er 

You may purchase two dozen slates, 
f The Department would like to have a full y 

report from you in regard to this school at your ileal 

earliest convenience, It would be well for you in aed treo 
future when communicating with the Department to give co FY 

(
P
m
:
 

full particulars, as your omission to do so causes 

unnecessary delay. 

Your obedient servant, | 

J.D. McL© 2 

uf Peter Byrne, Esq., 
Indian Agent, Asst. Deputy and Secretary, 

New Westminster, B,o, 
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INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE, 

REPLY REFER TO 

191 

] 

| 
| 

| 

OF THIS LerrER 

  

Bifx 

wt
 

  

The Indians on this reserve make their living 

solely by agricultural pursuits, hence, their children do | 

not leave the reserve at fishing and hop-picking seasons, and 

will have a splendid opportunity to advance in their studies, 

The day on which I visited this reeerve,T was 

very agreeably surprised,on my arrival sbout 9 aeme,to find 

the children all lined up ready for school, in which there was 

@ fire,making the place look warm and comefortable. In cone 

Af
fa
ir
s.
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37
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clusion I may add that the Reve Wm. Chaput is of course a high- 

ly educated man, and taking a great interest in the advancement 

of the Indians, and I believe that his daily presence at the 

school on the reserve will have a very beneficial effect on 

both the children and parents, 

  

In
di
an
 

pa
rt
 

1)
 

Your obedient servant 

Ki bfree- jks 
Indian Agent. 

Yee
: 

The Sssistant Deputy & Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affaire, 

Ottawa. 
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~ INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE, 

New Westminster, B.C 

IN YOUR RE ¥ REFER TO We December 3rd, 19136 197... 
No. FUE /20—¢~ / \ a 

10 DATE OF (118 LETTER, 

450s 5 
Cog~ 

Sir, — 

For the information of the Department, 

report that I visited the school recently opened on 

he Teawassen Indian peserve,by the Rev. Wm, Chaput as teacher, 

2h
= and found nineteen children present classified as follows: T
E
 

One in the third standard, two in the second standard, three 

il
e 

15
3-
: 

in the first standard,and the remaining twelve are just begin~ 

¢. 

ners. 
The children in the advanced grades for- 

merly attended the public school in the vicinity, but lately 

(R
G 

10
, 

Vo
lu
me
 

60
37
, 

sufficient white pupils have been secured to make uy the re~ 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

quisit number 8nd of course the Indian children are in attendance 
| 

no longer. I may add that this school is now closed and a new 

one opened a much greater distance from the Reserve, PU
BL
IC
 

AR
CH
IV
ES
 

AR
CH
IV
ES
 

PU
BL
IQ

UE
S 

The building in which the Indian school 

1s being carried on was erected some three years ago for a 

nd
ia
n 

Af
fa
ir
s.
 

church,but not finished, lately the Indians have put in the 

5:
 pa
rt

 
1)

 

windows and doors,also ceiled and partitioned off a room 

‘et X 25 ft.,which ie quite large enough for the number of pu- 

Pilea attending, The furniture consists of four or five seats, 

each long enough to accommodate five or six children, mixk a 

table about 14 feet long, with seats, at which the children do 

their writing, also s small table and chair for the teacher, 

Besides these articles I may say that the teacher has fure 

nished some books, slates, pencils, chalk and black boards at 

his own expense. The Indians are now arranging to have prop- 

er desks put in the school,     

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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Indian Office, New Westminster, Be. Ce. 

March 23rd, 1914, 

    

Sixs- 

I beg to to report an outbreak of measles P 

nl 

amongst the children of the Teswassen Indian Reserve, a* ” 
NN 

! ) 
in consequence of which the day school there hns,by the fy & 5 

a 

order of the Medical Health Officer, Dr.King, been closed a > (of 

for a period of two weeks, The disease is of a mild type P i 

with no deaths. a oc a & 
® < Qe 

T am enclosing herewith Doctor King's report. | 2 
jet 

i¢ Ono 
71> Your obedient servant, 2 m= 

. at F a0 
Encl 4 & Encle > | 

Indian Agent, a 

aa 
eo 
ae 
4a 

The Assistant Deputy & Secretary, a 

| Derartment of Indian Affaira, £ 
—_ 

Ottawa. Sistas 

roo it 
co PY 

yr 
o     
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Ottawa, April 1, 1914, 

sir,- 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your lettor 

of the 23rd ultimo enclosing a communication from Dr. King, 

Medical Health officer, in which ho states that he is clos- 

ing the Tsawassen Day school for two woks on account of 

an outbreak of measles amongst the children on the reserve. 

ip approved, 

In reply 1 beg to say that this action is 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and secretary. 

Peter Byrne, "38q., 
Indian Agent, 

New Westminster, 5,0, 
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5 

Ottawa, February 20, 1915. “a 

4 

| 

onl 
Mr. Inspector Oairns, who visited the Tsawassen at ” 

i ea) school on the 6th ultimo, reports that the teacher Rev. Q a 5 
et 

Mr, Chaput, was absent in Victoria and the school had 4 > (oj 
g ——“ 

Nat been opened after the Christmas holidays, ‘The school- a ole a < 
5 O room 18 reported to the dirty and the Ohief complained that 8 oo 2 a 

@ <x the school was not opened punctually.in the mornings. 5 < Zz 
o The Department would like you to report on these ko oO 2 a 
° an Wl 

complaints. Ws all 
a / & m= 

v . P a 7 : G9 | Al / Your obedient servant, a © 
& < 9 
= ia : ga 

 # EFI By 4 % 

Asst, Deputy and Secretary. 

Peter Byrne, Esq., 
Indian Agent, 

New Westminster, 3.0. 

is 

+ 9 
| 

ie} =
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO 

No. 

| To DATE o 
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Y4Y7/P/- I 
vA 

INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE, vhs 
4 ‘ he 

SWE ha € New Westminster, B,Ce <i 
\" 

4 

  

/ 

{\ UP     

| 

36)/23. 
ato | 

=| 
| 

| 
| 

Sir,— 

> For the information of the Department I 

beg to report that the Day School on Tsawasgen Indian Reserve 

( Rev. Wm, Chaput, teacher) has been closed since the first 

of the year. I regret to state that the closing of this 

achool was caused in the first instance by eickness among 

the pupils which rendered the attendance low and irregular, 

and later the extrao: 4 dinary heavy rains which wade the read 

in such an impassible comdition that the teacher eculd not 

reach the school. 

I do not think 1+ will be poesible to 

reopen thie school during the present quarter as sone of 

the children are abeent from the Reserve, and the Rev. Wa, 

Chaput hae been promoted to another parish. JY visited the 

school and stored everything away carefully,and will ad- 

vise the Department when I secure the servicee of a con- 

petent teacher to take charge. 

  

Indian Agent. 

The Assistant Deputy & Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa, 

An 

4 —-Februs#y 13 th.,.. 191.58 
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e 447172/2 

% 
Ottawa, February 24, 1915. 

» 

gsir,- 

364/23 I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter a w 
es 

of the 13th instant stating that the Tsawassen Indian | w ita) 

| School has been closed since the first of the year and * C~ g 

that you do not think that it will be possible to re-open a = 7 

it during the present quarter, as some of the children & oO S Ps 

are absent from the reserve and Rev. Wm, Ohaput, the Po c & < 

teacher, has been promoted to another parish. a ; 

In reply I beg to say that the Department g oO Bo 

approves of this school being closed for this quarter & a 2 

a@ you will be good enough to report when you can 4 5 a 

WY, foe the services of a sompetent teacher to take q | 
cs 

pre Fe 
dt 
5 8 

Your obedient servant, 

WY if J.D. MoLBEAN 

Asst. Deputy and secretary. fess 

“e
e.
 

Peter Byrne, Esq., 
Indian Agent, a 

New Westminster, B.0. 

(
M
e
m
e
s
:
 

0 og
 

0
 =
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INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE, ~- | 

om 

\ New Westminster, Bs. 

      

    
   
   

   
   

  

No....425/23.5 
Lao 

  

February 26th, 191 §- 

TO DATE OF THIS LETTER. 
  

  

  

41 6280 Z 

  

acknowledge receipt Department's 

  

letter of the 20th inet. No.447171/1 re Teawassen mndien Day 

re 
Schoole In this connection I would refer the Department to 

my report on the above echool dated the 13t 

ir
s.
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Your obedient servant, 
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Indian Agent, 3 

“ 
sn 
oO 
a¢£ 
Ag 

The Assistant Deputy 24 Secretary, 1 

Department of Indian Affaire, é 

Ottawa. 2. 
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-Copy- &53-24-1 5 
ae 

2, Original on Hile 153-28-1 
<<] 

EIX’D, 

June 29th, 1937. at 

‘ n % WW 

ea aS 
MEMORANDUM : a wy 

is >O 
The Deputy Minister. d — 5 

5 3 Mm « 
Enclosed is the letter from Most Reverend W. M. Duke, g Da 

Archbishop of Vancouver, forwarded mm to me under cover of Mr. a on Ge 4 

Pratt's memorandum of June 28th. =| < = 
cl 

| Both the Pemberton Meadows and the Tswwassen Reserves \s 79) « 

are in the New Westminster Agency. Indian Agent Daunt suggested cs oO i] O 

the establishment of a day school on the Pemberton Meadows Keserve a 7 S 

in the year 1934, but, in order to start e school, a pbuilding 2 & 

would be required and, as no funds were provided for the purpose, — oa) I 

no action was taken at that time. There are, approximately, 320 ¥ oe 

Indians in this Band and there are 78 children of schoolage, of Fs a © 

whom 34 are attending the St. Mary's Mission indian Residential P| La a 

School. This leaves 44 on the reserve without educational q L 

facilities. 
= 
aca 

A day school was conducted on the Tswwassen Reserve from ae 

1913 to 1915, but was closed in the latter year owing to the small sa 

attendance. This Band has a membership of only 47 and the last 

census shows only eight or nine children of school age. 

Inspector Barry is on holidays at the present time but 

he will return to duty about August lst. A letter is being 

directed to Major D. M. MacKay, Indian Commissioner for British 

Columbia, requesting him to have Mr. Barry visit these reserves 

early in August and make a survey and report te the Department 

regarding the feasibility of establishing day schools. 

  

my
 9 ie) = 

/ Acting Director.     
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Tsawwassen Indian Keserve Survey: Page 4, 

‘Kisii 3 

It is my opinion that as the Indian 
children are doing very well in their respective Provincial 

Schools any ¢ e at the present time would cause 

considerable opposition among the Indian parents, 

The cost of operation of an Indian Day 
School on the Tsawwassen Indian Reserve would be considerable. 
In addition to the capital fan, Rig a suitable building 
whieh would be between two and three thomsand dollars at feast, 
the salary of a teacher and her transportation would come 
to some twelve hundred dollars yearly. 

The few available children are receiving 
an excellent education at not more than twenty dollars per 
year each, We are very fortunate here that the children 
are permitted to atiend the Provincial Pay Schools, and any 
change would not be for the advantage of the pupils, 

hegommendation: | 
I have gone into the whole of the matters 

reported above with some care, and would recommend thet 
no Indian Day Schook be established on the Tsawwassen Indan 
Reserve till conditions have very greatly changed in this 
locality. 

Further I would strongly reeommend that the 
present system of sending the children as far as possible to 
the loeal Provineial Schools be continued, and if possible 
extended, till such time as the Provineial Educational 
Authorities object. I do not believe that any objection will 
be made at present as the ldren are of a very good \ 
type and the custom of ne eeeReteRY oe ceinetal Schools has } 
been in force for a number of years, 

I have seen some correspondence in the 

Indian Agent's office at New Westminster, and from this 
am under the impression that Mr, Indian Agent Daunt, who 

was not present during my visit to the Tsawwassen Reserve, 
as reached much the same conclusion as tuat expressed above 

eatin Wan. 

On C,?,.Princess Marguerite. Gerald , prneoeny 
August £20, 1937. Inspector of Indian Schools, 8,C, 
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>> SCHOOL SURVEY REPORT TSAWWASSEN INDIAN KESERVE 
| 

Date of Survey: The Tsawwassen Indian Keserve was 
visited on August 16th in company 

with Miss Dynes of the New Westminster Agency, who was 
kind enough to drive me to the above Reserve from the 
Indian Agent's Office in New Westminster and later to 
accompany me around the Heserve, where she introduced me 
to the Indians who were there at the time. ¥ 

Purpose of Survey: The survey of this Indian Keserve ‘ia 
was carried out on instructions from 

Major D.M.MaoKay, Indian Commissioner, and in accordance 
wi the provisions of Departmental letter 155-z8-1 of 
June 29th 1937. 

  

  

wR
 

The special question to be reported 
on was the necessity or otherwise of further educational 
faeilities for the Indian children living on the Tsawwassen 
Indian Keserve, and particularly the matter of the 
establishment of an Indian Day Sohool on this Reserve. 

O loweds 
With the help of Miss Dynes a complete 

list of children of school age and under was made from the 
official reco#ds. This list whieh is given on the next 
page shows all children living on or belonging to the 
‘sawwassen Band. ‘ 

As those children living on the Keserve, 
but far under school age,are shown,this survey report may 
be considered to cover the question of the need for an 
Indian Day Sehool for a number of years to come. 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

On my visit to the Reserve I spoke to 
a number of the children who were there at the time. It is 
true that a number were away fishing or on other seasonal 
work, but I am satisfied that the children seen were a fair 
sample of the whole gropp. 

Appearance and Attitude of Children; 

Im general the children appeared very 
Clean and neatly dressed compared with the usual Indian of 
the Coast. They were bright and answered questions quickly | 
and with care. I may say that I was very well pleased with } 
the response received to questions. 
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Some of the children, two at least in 
one group of six, appear to have highly developed mental 
powers for their age, They would no doubt be classed as 
students with high I.Qts. One said that she was leading 
her Grade Five Class and being promoted to Grade 6 in September, | aa jroo ae 
while the other was among the first few in her Grade, All the | ‘ 
ehildren seen appear to be well up in their respective Grades, 

  

The children for the most part attend 
the Provincial Kural Schools. Those in Grades to 5 inclusive 
attend the one room ungraded day schools of the Ladner 
Municipality, and upon promotion to Grade 7 transfer to the 
Ladner School whieh is organized to take the Junior High School 
Grades as well as the lower Grades. The children have attended 
the Provineial Sehools for a number of years, and the Indian 
Affairs Braneh pays for them at the usual rate of two dollars 
per month, They appear to be doing as well if not better 
than the "white" children, ad are receiving a better education 
tham they would get in an ungraded Indian Day Sehovl, 

0 fc) > X<
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Teawwassen Indien Reserve Survey: Page 2. 

yu LIST OF NAMES OF CHILDREN LIVING OR REGISTERED ON 
ay THE TSAWWASSEN INDIAN RESERVE. 

Simon Joe (Father) 

  

years. Attending Public School. 
" * " " 

" 

" 

" 

Henry Splockton (Father) | ik 
Henry Splockton, Jr.... 5 " Does not live at Peseare >| ay 
Joseph Splockton.....6. 3 " stays at Matequi Reserve. beeing 

Alphonse George (Father) ¢ 
Susan GeoTe@eececcceess 6 (Spend most of their time 

at Chilliwack.   
Peter Jacobse (Father) 

te
 

  

| Frederick Jacobs " Attending Public School. i ) 
Constance Jafobs ® e ba be a 
Elizabeth Jacobs....-. 12 " § ® ® o ” > 

Isaeo Williems (Father) 4 ~ g 
Marjorie Williams 1" Atteniing Public Sehool. i eo 
Valerie e 9” be ¥ bas = al 
Violet " 6" ® 5 i = QomM« 
Russell Ls a" 8 A oe 

2 qa«c 
August Williams (Father) | 3 z 
Walter Williems...-+..e12 " Attending Sechelt Res.School. ):s ns 
Robert Williams........ 9 " c O go 

a all > 
Felix Williems (Father) & a= 
louise” 9 " Attending Sechelt Res.Schoole ; = a 
Marjorie " 9 * g a Vv 
Bessie ° gs * ‘4 La 
Gladys ® 3A & 4 
Gar don « p | =< 

Pi 

a4 

Sew { o o i< 

Co PY 

woe 

— — ———E es on = — —————_ —     

  

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca



There are in all 22 children of sehool 
age and under registered on this Tsawwassen Reserve. 

Of the above 22 children, who se names 
and ages are given on Puge 2 of this report, three spend 
little time on the Tsawwassen Reserve. 

Of the 19 ehildren who do live here for 
the gee part of the year some 16 are of school age 
and between six years of age and fifteen years, the remaing 
six children being under six and not available for an 
Indian Day Sehool should it be decided to establish one here. 

Of the 13 children of sehool age shown on 
Page 2 of this report some 6 attend the Provincial Rural 
Schools either at Ladner or in the Ladner Municipality, 
and 8 attend the Sechelt Indian ‘esidential Sehool. 

   

  
The ghildren are members of the Homan Catholic 

Church. Those attending the Provineial Rural Sehools do not 
rec@ive religious teaching at sueh schools, and it is perhaps 
for this reason that the establishment of an Indian Day School 
on the Tsawwassen Indian Reserve has been sugvested, 

n 

At the moment it would appear that only 72} = 
three children of school age, Ww) 

Marvin Joe Age 7 > oj 
Robert Williams age 9 —_— 
Marjorie Williams Age 7 rr 

are not attending a school of some kind, oO = <x 
Q 

I understand that the Williams children oe Qe 
may go to the Seehelt Indian Residential Sehool when there < 
is room for them, and the other child, Marvin Joe, will z 
attend the Provineial Publie school with his brotiers next nt 
year, 

Ono 
Religious Tesshing: a= 

3t 
aad 

< 

A Sunday School in connection with the loeal 
Roman Catholic Church would ap ear to me to be all that is 
required here, 

Buildings available: 

I was not able to discover any building on 
the Tsawwassen Reserve that could possibly be turned into —_— 
an Indian Day School, The village extends over a large 
area along the coast some three to five miles south of Ladner. 

| The Indians have quite extensive farms which 
they work with “white* men on a share basis. Yn addition to Co FY 

\ the Ladner Sehool the children attend at least two other 
Provincial Schools depending on their home loeation. The —_—_— 
average distance the children walk to these small schools is 
about two miles each way. Those attending at Ladner eycle 
the four er five miles to school and home again in the evening 

\ If a school were erected on the eserve the 
\ teacher would have to live in Ladner, and provision would have 

te be made for her transportation daily to the Keserve. 
} A school with teacher's residenee would not be suitable as the 

ye r village is rather out of the way and no teacher should be 
forced to live at such a distance from other "white" people, 

en ee é seme a ai 
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| It is my opinion that as the Indian , 

children are doing very well in their respective Provincial 

Day Schools any change at the present time would cause 
considerable opposition among the Indian parents. 

The cost of operation of an Indian Day 
School on the Tsawwassen Indian Reserve would be considerable, 
In addition to the capital outlay for a suitable building, 
which would be between two and three thousand dollars at least, 
the salary of a teacher and her transportation would come 
to some twelve hundred dollars yearly. 

  

The few available children are receiving 
an excellent education at not more than twenty dollars per 
year each, je are very fortunate here that the children 
are permitted to attend the Provincial Vay Schools, and any 
change would not be for the advantage of the pupils. 

  

Recommendation: 

I have gone into the whole of the matters 
reported above with some care, and would recommend that 
no Indian Day Schooh be established on the Tsawwassen Indan 
Reserve till conditions have very greatly changed in this 
locality. 

  

Further I would strongly recommend 
present system of sending the children as far as possible to 
the local Provincial Schools be continued, and if possible 
extended, till such time as the Provincial Hducational 
Authorities object. I do not believe that any objection will 
be made at present as the dpedan £ ildren are of a very good 
type and the custom of the 2) °rovincial Schools has 
been in force for a number of years. 

  

I have seen some correspondence in the 
Indian Agent's office at New Westminster, and from this 
am under the impression that Mr, Indian Agent Daunt, who 
was not present during my visit to the Tsawwassen Reserve, 
as reached much the same conclusion_as that expressed above 

On C,P,.Princess Marguerite. Gerald H. Barry. ] 
August 20, 1957. Inspector of Indian Schools, 8.C. 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 

www.collectionscanada.gc.ca     

=
 

2 
(R
G 

10
, 

Vo
lu
me
 

60
37
, 

fi
le
 

15
3-
 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

P
U
B
L
I
C
 

A
R
C
H
I
V
E
S
 

A
R
C
H
I
V
E
S
 

P
U
B
L
I
Q
U
E
S
 

‘a
ir
s,
 

In
di
an
 

Af
. 

pa
rt
 

1)
 

Ye
, 

bees a 

(
M
e
n
e
m
 

fa
y 

, 

+
 

NZ
 

0 x 

 



  

  

There are in all 22 children of school 
age and under registered on this Tsawwassen Reserve, 

Of the above zz children, who se names 

and ages are given on Page 2 of this report, three spend 

little time on the Tsawwassen Keserve. 

Of the 19 children who do live here for 

the greater part of the year some 14 are of school age 

and between six years of age and fifteen years, the remathe 

six children being under six and not available for an 

Indian Day School should it be decided to establish one here. 

Of the 13 children of school age shown on 

Page 2 of this report some 8 attend the Provincial Rural 

Schools either at Ladner or in the Ladner Municipality, 
and @ attend the Sechelt Indian nesidential School, 

  

At the moment it wo ear that only 

three children of school age, 
Marvin Joe Age 7 
Robert Viilliams Age 9g 
Marjorie Williams Age 7 

are not attending a school of some kind. 

  

[C understand that the Williams children 
may go to the Sechelt Indian Kesidential School when there 
is room for them, and the other child, Marvin Joe, will 
attend the Provincial Public school with his brothers next 
year. 

  

Religious Teaching: 

The children are members of the Homan Catholic 
Church. Those attending the Provincial Rural Schools do not 

receive religious teaching at such schools, and it is perhaps 
for this reason that the establishment of an Indian Day School 
on the Tsawwassen Indian Keserve has been sugvested, 

Sunday School in connection with the local 
Roman Catholic Church would apvear to me to be all that is 
required here. 

Buildings available: 

I was not able to discover any building on 

the Tsawwassen Reserve that could possibly be turned into 

an Indian Day School, The village extends over a large 

area along the coast some three to five miles south of Ladner, 
The Indians have quite extensive farms which 

they work with "white" men on a share basis. In aduition to 

the Ladner School the children attend at least two other 

Provincial Schools depending on their home location, The 

average distance the children walk to these small schools is 

about two miles each way. Those attending at Ladner cycle 
the four or five miles to school and home again in the evenim 

If a school were erected on the Keserve the 
teacher would have to live in Ladner, and provision would have 
to be made for her transportation daily to the Reserve, 
A school with teacher's residence would not be suitable as the 
village is rather out of the way and no teacher should be 
forced to live at such a distance from other "white" people, 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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, ae SURVEY RHPORT TSAWWASSEN INDIAN RESERVE 

  

Roman Catholic Church ___New Westminster Agency. 

[! 1 
Date of Survey: The Tsawwassen Indian keserve was 

visited on August 16th in company 

with Miss Dynes of the New Westminster Agency, who was 

kind enough to drive me to the above Reserve from the 

Indian Agent's Office in New Westminster and later to 

accompany me around the Reserve, where she introduced me 

to the Indians who were there at the time. 

Purpose of Survey: The survey of this Indian heserve 

was carried out on instructions from 

Major D,ii.ilacKkay, Indian Commissioner, and in accordance 

with the provisions of Departmental letter 154-<8-1 of 

June 29th 1937. 

  

The special question to be reported 

on was the necessity or otherwise of further educational 

facilities for the Indian children living on the Tsawwassen 

Indian heserve, and varticularly the matter of the 

establishment of an Indian Day School on this Reserve. | 
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3 Method followed: 

With the help of Miss Dynes a complete | 
list of children of school age and under was made from the | 

official reconds. This list which is given on the next 

page shows all children living on or belonging to the 

isawwassen Band. 
As those children living on the Reserve, 

but far under school age,are shown,this survey report may 

be considered to cover the question of the need for an 

Indian Day School for a number of years to come, 

On my visit to the Keserve I spoke to 

a number of the children who were there at the time, It is 

true that a number were away fishing or on other seasonal 

work, but I am satisfied that the children seen were a fair 

sample of the whole gronp. 

P
U
B
L
I
C
 

A
R
C
H
I
V
E
S
 

C
A
N
A
D
A
 

AR
CH
IV
ES
 

PU
BL
IQ
UE
S 

Apvearance and Attitude of Children: 
  

In general the children appeared very 

clean and neatly dressed compared with the usual Indian of 

the Coast. ‘They were bright and answered questions quickly 
and with care. I may say that I was very well pleased with 

the response received to questions. In
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Some of the children, two at least in 
one group of six, appear to have highly developed mental 
powers for their age. They would no doubt be classed as 
students with high I.Q's. One said that she was leading 

her Grade Five Class and being promoted to Grade 6 in September, 

while the other was among the first few in her Grade. All the 

children seen appear to be well up in their respective Grades. 
feo lt 

co Py 

   

   

   

The children for the most part attend 
the Provincial Rural Schools. Those in Grades 1 to 6 inclusive 

attend the one room ungraded day schools of the Ladner 

Municipality, and upon promotion to Grade 7 transfer to the 

Ladner School which is organized to take the Junior High School 

Grades as well as the lower Grades. The children have attended 

the Provincial Schools for a number of years, and the Indian 
Affairs Branch pays for them at the usual rate of two dollars 

per month, They appear to be doing as well if not better 

than the "white" children, ad are receiving a better education 

than they would get in an ungraded Indian Day School, 

_ . 7 7 Bar ee neem mamma   
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f, LIST OF NAMES OF CHILDREN LIVING OR REGISTERED ON / 4 

THE TSAWWASSEN INDIAN RESERVEs uf 
“ 

a 4 

Simon Joe (Father) 
Elmer Jo@c.ccscceceeee LO yoarse Attending Public Schoole 

Clifford Jo@seccccesee 8 * 

Marvin Jo@ececccceseee 7 

BAith Joe@seccesceccees 5 

Phyllis JoCesesssccees 2 ® 

Henry Splockton (Father) 
% 

Heury Splockton, Ire... 5 " (Does not live at Rexerve | 

® (stays at Matsqui Reserve. : 
Joseph Splockton...cee- 5 

Alphonse George (Father) 

Susan Georgesessececcee G6 * (Spend most of their time 

at Chilliwacke 

  

Peter Jacobs (Father) 

Frederick Jacobs «sss. 14 

Constance Jafobs. 13 

Elizabeth Jacobseceece 12 

Attending Public Schoole 
* ” " 

" " " 

Isaac Williems (Father) 
Marjorie Williams 1 

Valerie ” 
Violet bas 

Russell La 

Attending Public Schoole 
" " 

" " n 

z
s
z
3
2
 

P
O
O
P
 

Sugust Williems (Father) 

Walter Williams......+12 

Robert Williemss.-e.eoe 9 
Attending Sechelt Res.Schoole 
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D
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Felix Williems (Father) 
Louise bid 
Marjorie 
Bessie 
Gladys 
Gar don 

Attending Sechelt Res.Schoole 
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Cc. P.Princess Marguerite, 

b 
Vancouver, B.C. 

August 20, 1987. 

Major D. M. MacKay, 

Indian Commissioner, 

P,O,Box 666, 
Victoria, B.C. 

Dear Major MacKays:- 

  

In accordance with your instructions and 

with reference to Departmental letter 154-28-1 from the 

Indian Affairs Branch Ottawa dated June 29th 1937, I_have 

made an educational survey of the Tsawwassen Indian Heserve, 

New Westminster Agency. 

Though Mr. Indian Agent Daunt was away on 

vacation, his stenographer, Miss bynes did everything possible 

to helo me. ‘ 

It is a pleasure to visit an Indian Keserve 

where the children are making such good use of the educational 

facilities available. From an educational point of view it 

would be a very great mistake to make any change in the present 

arrangements for the children on the Tsawwassen Reservee 

The erection of an Indian Day School on the 

Tsawwassen Indian heserve could not possibly be justified. 

There are not sufficient Indian children available of school 

age, and very few of under school age. It is difficult for me 

to understand why even the possibility of an Indian Day School 

here should have been considered by the Catholic Church authorities, 

unless it may have been to make it possible for the children 

to receive daily religious instruction. 
    

    
   

There are many places in British Columbia where 

Indian “ay Schools are required as soon as there are funds for 

such a purpose, but the Tsawwassen Indian keserve is not one @ 

such places. 

  

are Wor, 
Gerald H. Barry: , 

Inspector of Indian Schools, B.C. 
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DEPARTMENT 

OF 

15/9/219- 
MINES AND RESOURCES Pe 0. Box 666, 

Victoria, B.C.e, August 26, 1937. 

aa 
I beg to submit herewith report by Capt. Barry 

on the educational survey carried out by him of the 

Tsawwassen Indian Reserve, New Westminster Agency, 

carried out in accordance with Departmental instructions. 

4=
1,
~ 

Dear Sir: 
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Inspector Barry very definitely recommends against 

the establishment of an Indian Day School at Tsawwassen 

Reserve and in this I concur. P
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Yours faithfully, 
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Porn CHA ) 

D. Me MacKay. d 

Indian Commissioner for B.Ce 

Re A. Hoey, Ese, 
Supt. of Welfare and Training, 

Indian Affairs Branch, 

Department of Mines and Resources, 

Ottawa, Ont.   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et i t Archi 
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153-241 
Copy on 153-26-1 

Ottaway September 2, 1957 

-. “y Sir 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 

www.collectionscanada.ge.ca 

\ 
I nave your letter of the 26th 

ultimo enclosing Captain Barry's report on 

the educational survey of the Tsawwassen 

indian Reserve. 

Before this can be submitted to 

the Minister, J require a report regarding 

conditions on vemberton Meadows Reserve. 
This report was previously requested in 

official Létter of June 29th, and it is 
hoped wifl reach the Department in the near 

futtre. 

, Yours truly» 

fre haut 

Re A. Hoey, 
Supte of velfare & Training. 

D. Me MacKay, Esqes 
Indian Commissioner for Be Ces 

Box 666, 
Victoria, B. C. 
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NEW WESTMINSTER 
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
TSAWWASSEN SCHOOL       
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